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tjr-fAi ‘^=•'.1, njir*:)- < ithci .i|ioi"2Ctic 

(*(i c*: 5 'hn it'''’, , f,i bf.-]) In tbc prc'^cut llu^ custom 
i'- tbe nv;u r-- I'bly toinidiccl a*, jtb tlnit the autlioi is 
aibccilic! unbiioViD to tlicpubKH' and aicelyksi; so the 
sub]cn «'f v.huJi he hn-^ attempted to ticat, to a laige 
inajoiit} ol them It is. tliciofore. tiic inoic ncccssaiy 
tlial lie should at the outset explain hylic has been in- 
duced to obtiude himcolf and his ^ibjcct on their notice 
In the end of Oetobci, 1853, haMng occasion txD pass 
through the city of Umiitsur, at the time ■when the note 
of picpai ation was being sounded on every side for the ap- 
proaching meeting for the suppression of infanticide in the 
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Punjab, but being unable to delay on hia road m order to 
witness the proceedings, he could only console himself for 
the loss of such a gratification by endeavouring to gam 
some insight mto the bearings of the great social question 
to be there discussed, which seemed to be attracting such 
general attention. That charming book, “ Raikes s Notes 
on the North "Western Provmces,’ lent to him by a friend, 
most acceptably supplied the want ho felt, proving a 
cheerful compamon on his lonely journey, and explain 
mg, 03 it does, in a lucid and touching manner, among 
other subjects of Indian mterest, the system of female m 
fonticide os practised by the ErypcKits, and, from that 
time, what had proYiouslybecnmtheramattcrofcunosity 
became one of deep interest, which was greatly strength 
ened by his bemg enabled a few months afrerworda to 
witness the scarcelj less important mectmg on the some 
subject held at Budheoal, m the Jummoo temtory of the 
^Inharajah Gholab Singh, imdcr lus son and heir ap- 
parent, the Slccr Sahib (Pnneo) Runbheer Smgh, on 
which occasion ^Ir Raikcs himself was enabled to explain 
fully to the assembled Rajpoots of the Jummoo and 
Socalkotc distncta the measures wlncli had been taken at 
MjTipoorco and Gninlsur — 

** Qasrttai para nnjea fail—" 
for the iupprixsion of this crime. 

So deeply was the authors sjTnpathj cnlntcd in Iho 
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pootuna but the ongmal subject of ■which he hod under 
tnhen to treat — the Budheeai meetuig — ■was yet m the 
far distance The labors of llessra Montgomery, Eaikes, 
and Gubbins, at Allahabad, Mynpooree, and Agra, were 
not yet touched on, much less the great Umntsur meet- 
mg, -with all the measures of the Punjab GoTcmment 
■which had led to and followed it. Therefore, almost in 
despair of ever accomphshing his task, and feehng how 
immensely it hud tdready outgro'wn its ongmal propor 
tions, the author laid the manuscnpt asido for tome 
months, without, however, letting the subject drop from 
hiB mmd, or losmg any opportunity of collecting matcnals 
that came m his ■way At tho end of the year 1855, the 
same kind fhcnd who had first suggested tho article for 
a rcviow, and others also who saw the carhcr portion of 
his JIS, strongly urged him to contmuo it, for publica 
tion ns a sepamte work, and much encouragement and 
assistance, to an unlocked for extent, induced him to 
persevere, and the follomng pages arc the result. 

Tho sources from which tho information has been col 
Icctcd maj he hero hnefly mentioned. The chief autho- 
ntics on which ho lias relied for general statements arc — 
IVard on the Hindoo*, riphinstoncs and JIalcolms 
Histones of India, Tod s History of Itnjiislhan, Colonel 
Hi'^on B Jlnirwarri, Iinyx s East India Compant • Ad 
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iniuistration,^' &c He has also largely availed himself 
of the information given in a very interestmg, though 
rather ihetorical article on the subject, in an eaily num- 
ber (Ho 2) of the Calcutta Itevicio, and a paper of 
^onsideiable importance on the Bombaj’- Lifanticide Fund, 
in a number (for January, 1841) of the Oriental Clirk- 
tian /Sjyectator, published m Bombay; and more recently, 
while revising the earlier chapters for the press, from a 
very valuable work, just published, from the pen of Dr. 
Wilson, on Infanticide in Western India In every m- 
stance, however, where lie has quoted fr’oin any author, 
or adopted any ideas on any important pomt, he has, he 
beheves, acknowledged his obligation by a reference, at 
the risk of cumbeiing Ins pages with foot-notes These 
woiks have been especially referred to in the four earher 
chapter’s 

Foi the particulars which he has been enabled (for the 
first tune, he beheves) to make pubhc, in connexion 
with the names of Messrs Thomason and Montgomery, 
m chapter v , he is wholly indebted to official documents 
most kmdly placed at his disposal by W. Mmi’, Esq , 
Secretary to Government of North- Western Provmces, 
and to information obtamed from private sources 

A work wlnck so fnUy and fairly a perfect “ manual” for tke student of 
treats of its vaned subjects as to form Anglo-Indian history 
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For the nccount of the ^ynpooree meaBuies, as given 
in cimpter vi, Ite Notes on the North ‘Western Pro- 
vinces, ■fay C Pnikes, Esq , and an article of conadeiahlo 
interest m the Bennies Magazine for -Jime, 1862, have 
been chiefly consnlted. 

The system adopted by Mr Qnbbins at Agra, ns ox- 
plnmed in chapter til, has been collected entirely from 
the published reports of that energetic officer, contamcd 
in No 16 of the Selections of Correspondence of the 
North Western Provinces 

The paxtiCTlnia of the Ponjab infantiadal races, given 
in chapter tul, and continnedin the snbsoqucnt chapters, 
tho author has gleaned from vanons quarters, such as 
Cunningham s, McGregor’s, and Prinsop s lEstonca of tho 
Sikhs, Sir H. Lawrences Adventurer in the Punjab, 
Major Edwardos a Twolvo Months on tho Punjab Fron 
her, and Eamilar works, and also from two numbers 
eVoL L, No. G, and YoL u. No 0) of tho published Sc 
lections from tho Pubho Correspondence of tho Punjab 
Government, and scarcely less valuable information has 
been obtamed from unpublished reports from Diatnct 
Officers m the Punjab, besides those included in these 
StlecUons, which Imi o been most obhgmglj laid before 
him bj Jlr Jtontgomen, the Judicial Commis loncr for 
the Punjab, and Mr Eaikes, tlio Lahore Communoncr, 
the two leaders of this movement 
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For Ibc given in clinplcr xii., lie is mclcliled 

grcntly to (^ic same ofiicinl sources, nnd also io nimiv 
valuable private li>cal coinmunicatious. 

Jl.mngtliu': cursorily cuumciated (ho various sources 
from vliich ho has obtained the niiornialion he ha-^ cii- 
deavoured in the following pages lo give in a digested 
foiTTi, it onh lomains for bun to ofioi his most praleful 
aclniovlodcnncnts to those kind friends Ihroimh whom it 

w Cj 

ha= been olitained lie feels that he has Ircsiiassed so 
much on pnvalo fnciiddiip, and on the comlesj* of even 
personal vSli-angcrs (wit li whom a common interest in the 
subicct luniishcd suflicicnt gionnds tor asking and giving 
assistance), ibal it would be impossible to name all to 
whom he is uiidci obligation. 

In now teiulciing to them, one and all, his grateful 
thanks for tb.it valuable lud to which his humble pro- 
duction owes so much, he woidd fain express his earnest 
hope that they mil not consider as altogether misplaced 
and unprofitable the trouble they have taken, and the 
Idndly mteiest they liavc evmced, in the work he has had 
in hand. 

A few words are due also to those whose sympathies 
he would desire to enlist in a movement now steadil}'- 
progressing in this remote part of onr vast empire To 
give anythiiig of a popular character to a subject which 
so little admitted of departure from historical references 
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and dry details tves, os he ivell kneir, very difficult — far 
too difficult for hun to accomplish. But if he has been 
enabled, by n plam and truthlul statement of the motivea 
from tvhich so unnatural a crime is beheved to have 
sprung, and of the measures -which have been taken for 
its suppression, to present it even m a readable form, lus 
end has been accomplished. He is conscious of many 
faults of composition, and much momatoness of style, 
but he has done his best to compensate for these by the 
information he has collected He would throw hunself 
on the mdulgenco of his readers, with the assumnco that 
anything approaching to htorary ment ho has not aimed 
at, he has only sought (and hopes he has not wholly 
failed), by some painst akin g research, to present a faith 
ful view of a great philanthropic movement, undertaken 
by Christian rulers for thoir heathen dependents, and he 
trusts the imperfections of the work will not tend to tho 
disparagement or depreciation of tlio subject itself* 
Placed by the great Head of the Church, m whoso 
hands are our times and our places, too, among a people 
of whom comparatively htllo is known, in tho midst of 
races in whoso internal economy but httle interest has 

• For Itc mtfm of tprOio; ledoo prindple iKroogbotif— aaaiclj of pr 
vonli (or pempt, atsoocc of »11 »eaUng luiliaa caiDc* uid words la 
tm) to ferfj tenr tadlj bo hu rx tbeir meat faaflar fonrrt, *0 tUt, 
pwH hUoKlf to tbc unfaronble cntl- whrilitf rfsttlj-orwron-ljiprli Ibrj 
mm of tte clamptfma of orthoerapbj Bjigbt be nwit wUj rtccpilscil. 

Uc hu tcdcaroiirtd to eet co coe 
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been felt liitlicilo ])y tbc grcnl innjoiity of English 
i-eadors, it has afforded him no oidnivary pleasure to em- 
ploy any leisuic lime fiom his moic diiccl ministerial 
duties in stud} mg their history, and cxamuiiug their 
habits of life; and he hopc-^ that, liis present endeavour 
to throu' such hcht as he could on this daik side of 
the pictiuc of their social system ^\lll not be rcgaided 
as lime 01 labor misapplied. Little will he i egret 
eithei the time oi the labor thus happily spent, if he 

m 

shall be thcicby instiunicntal in arousing the inteicstand 
kindling the /cal of a single fcUow-countr} man, either 
heic or at home, in furtherance of this iightcous cause. 


Punjit), June, 1S5G 




COKTENTS. 


ciurmi 3 

npu\ i:.T\Micinr us ciunscrm anji motists 

r.voE 

Inf'intin^lc unun'urnl, ycf Ji vt)rhl nulc cnmc — Vnnoiis motnos m dif- 
ferent countnc-5 — lu Iiuli i pndc of caste and exorbitant ni image ex- 
penditure lead to tlic destruction of female infants — Gcncnl modes of 
dcstniction, poison, \ioIcncc, or neglect — Most prc\nlciit among Knj- 
pootb — Viinous traditions ui its defence — ^Tiic fancied diil} of marrjmg 
dnuglitcrs into liigbcr castes or clans nt the root of the cnmc— Pride 
thus engendered and clicnslicd, and di^plav encouraged — Blu'd s and 
Ciiarans chief promoters of extra agance at mamages , account of their 
office and cliamctcr — ^Tcar of them nnacrsal and intense — 0\id cai- 
dcntlv alludes to the crime — Comparison hctivccu Indian and Lnglisli 
infanticide . 


CHAPTER n 

EAixi rrroiiTs ron its scrniEssioK 

The Emperor Jehangeer and Rajah Jjc Singh — Eiighsh long ignorant of 
this form of the cnmc — TTindoo Zenanas impcnctrahlc — The cnmc 
committed secretly — Detection very difficult — ^Jlr Jonathan Duncan, 
Resident of Benares, first discovered it among Rajkoomar Rajpoots — 
Appomted Governor of Bombay — ^Thccruuc discovered among Jaicjahs 
of Kattyasvar, and throughout the "Western Coast — Major Alexander 
Walker, Resident at Baroda, tnes to bring Jarejahs to bind them- 
selves to suppress the cnmc — ^Difficulties and opposition — Rao of Bhooj 
defies him — ^“Covenants” eventually signed — ^Measures inquisitonal 
and coercive — Success apparent — ^Most gratifying proofs of it — Walker 



XVI 


C0KTENT8 


dq»rt» for England— Don fan die* — Soperrision rckied — Cnme re- 
tirei — Captain Oaniao Bucceedi Colonel TViIker at Baroda—Kao of 
Noannggor LooTily lined— Eao of Momo Jasiored— "Want of ngoronj 
fopport from Bombij — A period of in£ffcTcni»— The p«lra nnrl p©. 
naltiea qoestionablfi SO 


flHAPTT ^ TTT. 

ETPOSts IE wxrmut cuiu. 

Bomltaj continued — Under Mr Elphfautona more ponuasiTO meoiura 
mtrodoood — ReirardifcjrprtoaTingdan^itea — Policy of thli qucslKHi 
able — ^Mr Avilioogbby — “Infanlioido Fund" — A new era— 'Die wbolo 
fyatem reaiuaUted — The Bao of Bajb>te heari^ punUhed — Improm- 
ment perecptlUe, tkrogh gradual — PiooCi of n^ial mcocu cm Mr 
Wilkmgtby’i leoTing Bombay— Contompomictnis dTorti in Cntcb, £ 0 . 

—Mr Maltt, Potting Bumea — Soombees practiat it from ntrwaiaiy 
motires 45 


chapter rv 

BxfTooijjra axD luxwi. 

Proralencc of Ibo enmo daooTcrtd by Mr L TVTDanKin— Smnpfoary 
TTW LL ir* reCQnnDeaded — Jyepore^ Joodpore, AJmeer Ac.— Colooel 
Botberland, nnptnini Tboraby nnd Ludlow— The exlarlkm of Bbiti 
and CMians restrained by reducing ecale of maimgo expenses — 
Miirwanab — Colonel Hall — Comenes Puacbaynt — Pcrroadcs Main 
to reduce marriage expe ns es — 3ucce» coanidete— Dr TVUson s Infan 
tkide in ’Western Indm 6S 


OHATTER T 

nrroais ix azuoitui. 

Bengil— little attempt made towards a oppre ss ing tbe crime after Dun 
can • rtmoral to Bomboy in consequeneo of ceaseless wan— Again 
brongbt to notice by Mr Thooiasonot Aiungbur— Mr IL Jlonlgontety 
i>w»w bis assistant afterwards magistrale of Allahshad, dacoTc r ed tbe 
rtinvi to be practised by llijpoots 00 tbe Bewab Cnmller— Adcrpted 
and Ttry jodiootiily applied 1 system of auperraloQ with grrat socceis 
—Obtained a reward for a Rajpoot wbo bad greollj aided bJnv— 
UTcets of 3D Montgomcij a bbourt still TuiHc in tbe AUibilnd 
district CO 



COKTENTS. 


X\'ll 


CIl MTO VI 


rrroKT'; r. 'tr«roonrr. 


r\ou 

hwinc of It*! horror —Its ifficli for good — ronmtion of 

nrphmi <chool of Sccmidn, niid (7 vtig\'< Ciinl — Iiod (o drcovcrv 

of frmnlc infontmdo nmonn Ch'dipR Kojpoot*; of Mvnpoorcr — Mr II 
l'»\\in, (he iiiogrtrito 'nloi'f’t n r/'-tem of ni'prction— Gnoiddnuohl< r 
honi (o (hr c'd Unnli of M\tj]>''ort'( — f'urrc’-'^ of mrnMiros — Sv^'tom 
oxlrtidrd lo nrichhnnnng dt‘'{ro(*'— Mr CInrIcs K ukc5 •:uccccd‘< Mr 
Uuwiu — mmnee cxjvrnu*' — ^llohU n oicftint: i\( Snonon — 
IVr^mdc*' (lie H'ijiv>rif'. In (o reduce mtrs of jinrrin"C 

cxpcn^c^ — I'luhriMc^ (o 'trnre (hem frv^in Bliofnand hegoors — Ilold*- 
n larger gnihcniic—T iir Muipoorcc mcrliii'. for nil nciglihouniig Knj- 
pootv—Hic rcdticM ‘r d( '■ enot rl\ adop((d— Gnff ful nekiiowledginm)*: 
of Gujadimr Singh — .\f Mr Ihoiiioon** '•ohcif dion preparers (he 
“I/iftcr to (he KaipCj'es" — K .tppoiiittd ComitU'-' lOiu r of Lahore 7.') 


C’HUnEU MI 

inonT'? IS TJir Kc.UK Distmcis 

.\gm — ^Mr M Guhhuis di'-ro\cr> (he crime among (he Bhudonah Bnj 
poo(t — Enforces n mot( rigid *-\s(tm of anncillnncc o\cr snspcclcd 
Tilhigcs — lVcicn(a medaB (o danghfer*- reared in suspected families — 
Success apparent — Its pcminncnc\ doubt fill . . 9') 


CILVETLll Vlll 

Tiir rosJAii ITS isrxsTJCiDM. HAcrs 

The Punjab its geographical and cm! limits, i(s " danghlcr-slnjiiig” 
races— The Bajpools of Kniigra and Jummoo, and the JIunhas — The 
Sikhs— Gooroos Kaiiuk and Goiind Singh — The Bcdecs descended 
from Nanuk, (he Sodhccs from Goiiiid Singh— A (mdilion of the origin 
of infanticide among them — Other niotncs assigned — ^Tlic nial races 
of "ilanjba” and “Main a” Sikhs — ^Tlic Burars among the Klmtrccs — 
Lahorcen and Surcen feud — The Gosacens — Moyal Brahmans — Pure 
Patlians of the Dcrajal — Spurious Mahomedans — Gonduls of Shahporc, 
and Doghnrs of Fcrozcporc — The ilccrasccs Ihcir character and c>nl 
influence 



XViU 


COBTEUTS 


OHAPTEE TL 

PXAfUrai HESULUTG Ef TTIT. T TBRlii iin n n > T i » n, 

PAOl 

Sketch of T^grtih ocffopctlan of the 8Ikh Stales £nim the Jamna to the 
Bntle^ — ^Hr J letwreoce tn the JoBtufdhiir Dooh first opcnlj denoinieed 
mintwido— Uj^ctr Inke, of Dcenanhggnr reported iti prenlmeo 
ammg the Eedeea of Derail Baba Nanot— hTeettng KpU at /nlhmdlnrr 
to effect T TwririTMtirm between the Bedccs md the Khutrees — One 
held at Hoshejarporo for the Brgpoots of the IxjTftr HSU— Mr Moot 
gomerT*! report on the ■whole aabject — The result of iirrestignliaa 
throoghOTit the Pnr(jah— Beeoniied by Mr Lawroico (Chief Ccmnnls- 
aiemer) — Jorwarded to Gornsment, nd met with ipproral— A prtxda- 
mation itaned — A large meefang hdd at UmHtior— Accoont of the 
meeting — Agnwurnti dgned tho heeds of aO classes, and by the 

faldepCIldoit — A p p m hn fmn of the TndmT^ n vi i w n mmf ISO 


CHAPTEH X 

EEnrenon ca me enaixarE mxct lau 

Tho Dcrallee festml— Men of war meeting in pcaee*^AIhoomlles Ksjah 
•>-Raptiia T^ Singh and Deena Nath— Bav^ (Shak) E]iism<oci-dm 
— Bodar Shomahero Singh, Sindeeaimla — Eangra and JosuDOTtl 
Bajahs — Moofckl — The Bedce Biknuoa Bingh not permitted to 

attend— Concladmg remacLa 163 


frnAPTPH XL 

remnurr niamcT xreniiraa. 

GoojTtnnndlo, Eawnl Pindec, Jlidom, Shahpore MocJtan, with tbra 
BCTcnl local auooatkms— Meontrea amemg the Kangra ll^pootj (re 
gardiog breach of contracta)— Meetings at Uahalb and i'erewpore 
— ^Tbe Ptfeimg of Jamowal lUjpoots at Dodhecal under the rriace 
ItanhhcCT Snigh-^)c»cnptitni of tho roeetiag— Approbotloo of the 
Tnftfcm G oTer m nent- Fri^e congratubtams of Lord Dalhonae con- 
Tcyrd to Mr. Halkcs on the aucccsi of bis measures 1C 


dUTTER xn 

STATliTlCS or n.»ALE EfriiTlCTDi:. 

Stataties — ^Thosc of 1S5® and lubsequoil jiars compared, ihcnrlng that 
the cniBC did greatb' pcenuJ, and is npidlj dccrcaalrg— Censos cf tie 



COXTI NTS. 


XIX 


r\or 

Kniitm ruril\*'r(l — Of dins of Srcalkofr — 

Gn'it rcilt'clmn in i.nrrnce r\jumliturx rH'i.riul— *Mr Jl.'iikcs’*' Irtlcr 
of ripjiw-il (o Inc liuiulun! niul {ku{\ <tncu ftiinilic —Ills forlndihng 
rl'inn*- rn Im irli of nnm iw ovnlrn'i to (xcml llic GinnGiir •'(ijju- 
l'uii>iV — 1 he ocii'-n’- of tkc I'uhf’^ ol Pimh l>iln Nnimk—Tlir Clial 
Cont ni'-'^ionci •• M*-!? in I''.*!')— kjuj.rm* lor .t n]>-o ninmi''' in Un 
Cioc'tirv d.^tnci — Mr rrnn'-k*- on infimliculc roiMiUrcd 1S3 

riiAriin mit 

toNonoiNo ir'tvnu'^ 

Ti'C prc'-inl 'V'-toin on ‘■oniuicr pniKijiU'.. ninl more likrl\ to lie of 
prninntnt cfTiot— Ii enh'-ts thr infunl firlmtrs nnil (lir mothers 
infliicnrc — 1 urthrr ■'tops ncer^^in, (••j'anlK imnn'; the K.'ingr.n 
to uukicc m’irn lUi on •qnd tenii*- — V •■ccond fjCnml 
mo^'tmr dfMnhk — Armrpiinrnts for nnrmni: (hiiditors non j)rc- 
••cned — 'liic should he rxtendid o\ir Indn—lts 'ccondnrs 

motnes not (n he di*-]! ■•(d— AI i> pi;r the m\ for Chri'-liamlr— 
E<ni'vTn',v of r.idor- to he rons'drred — Its pro'll nf prolnhition in 
consistent, froight nith c\il — Sups non htmi' lakdi In Hindoo com- 
mnnits nnd In Go\tmmcnt for its removal — I’rolnhlc results — Con 
rlu'ion 100 


.‘^vrrLEMXNT.u. cn \pt] n 

jNrvMicinr amono tiu AnonioiNEs 

Aboriginal r.accs— Gickcrs of the time of Afahnioiid Ghori nlinnst extinct 
— Klionds of Onss i— C iptnui Miiciilicrboii’s successful measures 207 


Arrrxoix 


217 




INDIAN INFANTICIDE. 


CHAPTER I. 

IKDIAN INPAKTICIDE ITS CHAHACTEE. JOT® MOTIVES 

Infanticide unnatural^ yet .a ■world-wide cnmc — Vanous motives m different 
conntnes — ^In India pride of caste and exorbitant mamage expenditure lead 
to tbe destruction of female infants — General modes of destruction , poison, 
■violence, or neglect — Most prevalent among Bajpoots — ^Vanous traditions in 
its defence — Ibe fancied duty of marrying daughters mto higher castes or 
clans at the root of the crime — Pride thus engendered and cherished, and 
display encouraged — Bhhts and Chfirans chief promoters of extravagance at 
marriages , account of then office and character — Pear of them umversal 
and mtense — Ovid evidently alludes to the crime — Comparison between. 
Indian and English infanticide 


The affection of a parent for its offspring is tlie prompt- 
ing of nature; m the brute beast it is implanted instmc- 
tively, and for its tune cherished mtensely, m man it 
assumes the pm’er, loftier character imparted both by 
reason and revelation, and is hallowed as the type, how- 
ever feeble and imperfect, of the love borne by the 
Eternal for His children. 

How humihatmg, then, is the conviction which history 
forces upon us, that, with the failure of true rehgion and 
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the decline of morality, this ivell-spriiig, from whenco 
still flowed in mercy a stream of solace and joy, began 
to dry up in men’s hearts I In heathenism men came to 
be “ without natural affection” (ampyot, Bom, i. Si) 
Parental love might still bloom, as one of those “ few 
flowerets of Eden,” which fallen man was permitted to 
mhent, but even on its Cur petals “the trail of the 
serpent” soon appeared, and thus infanhade became “ a 
world wide crime.” 

For Buch It has become. In evety quarter of the globe, 
m the Old World and the New, m countnes the most 
remote from each other, among mdependcnt races and 
people that could have had no Tnntnnl mterconrso, m 
every stage, too, of national progress, among the civilisod 
and refined os well as the rude and barburons, it has 
been found to east. In China and Nortli America, m 
Arabia and New Zealand, amid the highways of elassio 
Greece and tho Zenanas of Hindostan, has it reared its 
hateful form, and made for itself a home Fow arc tho 
regions on earth’s fiur suifoce hnt could famish records 
of deeds scarcely less revolting than those of which m 
spiration has graven its mdohblo imprc<5 on “ the valley 
of Einnom ” 

Tho voice of authority has been loudly raised in its 
condemnation Confutsco among his brother Celestial*, 
Sfahomed among the children of tho desert, the code of 
Justinian and tho Shastms, have all reprobated and for 
bidden it Greece mdeed, 

" MoUun of *it5 md irmj, imnortjJ Crooec," 
stands nlono among tho nations ns having thrown the 
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doak of legal sanction over its perpetration."^ Yet, ex- 
cepting those only of Celtic origin (to their honor be it 
remembeied), there is scarcely a people among whom it 
has not received a tacit recognition. 

The motives, however, which have produced it, appear 
to have been, as might naturally be expected, as diverse 
as the habits and chai’acters of the nations themselves. 
Tlie giossest superstition led the worshippers of Moloch 
to ‘‘ give them first-bom for Iheir transgression, the fruit 
of their body for the sm of their soul.” Pride of manly 
vigor doubtless prompted the wild rover of the “ forest 
primeval” and the Polynesian savage, as it did the stem 
Spartan of old, to destroy the infant that betra3’'ed signs 
of weakness or defect But among the Hindoos we find 
other motiy^, pecuhar to themselves, closely and deeply 
mterwoven with their social, or so-called rehgious system. 
In India, to use the language of Bishop Heber,*)* “ pride, 
poverty, and avarice are m league with superstition to 
perpetuate these horrors ” These motives may at first 
sight appear to be nearly akm to those which mfluenced 
both the Canaamte and the Spartan, but they are m 
reality perfectly distmct. The valley of Hmnom received 
the blood of children offered m vicarious sacrifice to avert 
either national calamity or domestic tiouble; but those 
mfants whose case we are about to consider, are the 
victims of a superstition which is at variance with itself, J 
and of apnde, not like the Spartan’s, of personal prowess, 


The laws of Jjycurgus admitted, had especial reference to this m pro* 
if they did not order, the exposure, to nouncing want of natural affection as 
almost certam death, of all infants one of the excesses of heathenism, 
that weie sickly or deformed Beza f Journal, ch xxiv 
thinks that Bt Paul (Romans n 81) f See Appendix. 

■R 2 
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but of hereditary rank It la true that at the time when 
Bishop Heber WTote, there etill existed the remama of a 
form of iTifan ticade not wholly different in character from 
that of which the Amonte was guilty At that day m 
fonts were still wont to be launched on the stream as 
votive or propitiatoiy offenngB to the of the sacred 
nvers of Bengal* But since then the arm of the law has 
been succesafolly put forth to arrest the progress of this 
dreadful fenabciam , and the waters of the Hooglee, the 
Ganges, and the Jumna, now roll on their fertilising way 
unnppled by the throes, nncnmsoned by the blood of 
such victims. 

Tet it IS to be feared that hundreds and thousands of 
infante have yearly ponshed (and arc stiH perishing} 

I in Indio, for whom English law and E nglta h influence 
sought in vain to provide a way of escape They were 
beyond the reach of that merciful law whicli had rescued 
go many from a watery grave, which had held back the 
Hindoo widow from sacrificing herself on her husband’s 
pyre, and had restramed the smcidal votoiy of Jugger 
nath madly thinking to pass into paradise under the 
chanot-whoels of his god In these cases, English rule 
could vindicato and support the claiins of humamtv, and 
dieck the celebration of such unnatural and unhnllov. ed 
ntes, for they were overt acts, requiring much of propa 
ration, and attended witli considerable display, but on llio 
cold blooded mfanticidc whicli is now the bane of India 
—•the destruction of female children at the moment of 
their birth— what could it effect? It was worse than 
powerless, for its attempted intoncntion only drove the 
perpetraton of this “ child mardcr” into a deeper pnvnc) , 
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to tile ti'O of moan*' of (lo>trudion nioic public nnd 
peril { 'rilo p.KtC‘1 picoincl*' of the Zemum became more 


clo' >h* ^ccu^t^l niul j!U'U«1oil, and lioio “ piido, puvcity, 
and aNaiKc’ (no buiem c\on ‘•nnctiom’d b\, oi jnolcnd- 
nm to a loajar o'ilb. ‘'iip* i-tiiion) joigmd ptill, m dufi- 
nneo of d! Ian*- Inmnm ami dnino, timmphmg o\er 
and tiamplim: down the lK*a\rn*boin frclmg ol paicntnl 
Kno. luituii *■ ilnol' connecim'^ Imk betworn Inllcii m.m 
and iup Di\inc t'nguui] ! 


Before p'Ksmg on to oxammo iIk^^c motive^* in dolfid, 
Ut iL" fur n moment lift a-idc tlie }nnda* winch set cciib 
jiom public gi 0 tin Zi mma of t]jc llmdoo, and reveals 
Su'iK ol the ‘-.cii.t*- i‘l that pu*-'>ndiou‘-c. JaI us suppose 
tin bulb of a daughtvi aurnmnccd to the latlici — by a 
louk lathei tluin a v. oid — he )*< ■=(111 tlie j)aien(, nnd 
naluies \oicc i*' not w hull) Mhneed; let the babe li\o 
but one shoit lioui, nnd natuie will chum lici owm. But 
no — leirict nnd irncf nio\ibiblc in hi^- face, he does not 
trust hnn'^clf to speak, he gi\ cs a ^ign too cn*'ily under- 
stood, nnd leaves the iCat to his domestics, “it is the 
atlaii of the w'omon.” Peihaps lie is at the moment 
seeking to soothe his feelings with his hookah and its 
comhment of bnng;t if so. Ins Cngcis qmckly mould a 
poition of It into the foim of a pill, wdiicli lie gives in 
silence to an attendant, this is immcdiatclv placed m the 
loof of the infant’s mouth, wdicie it becomes softened by 
the saliva, and flow's w'lth it down the throat, soon 
tlnownug the pooi babe into its first, and last, long sleep. 

Tlic purda is a thick padded cur- f An uitoxicaling decoction from 
tam winch separates one room from flax or hemp, mixed by Hindoos \nlh 
another, and suppbes the jilacc of a their tobacco for smoking, 
door 
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If this be not at hand, the mothers breast is smearEd 
TTith a preparation of the jrace of the datura {^Datura 
Alia), or the lindar plant {Atclepias Chgantea), or the 
poppy, and the infant dnuka m a deadly poison with its 
first draught of milk. It is smd, that among some of the 
Bajpoot tribes rt is cnatomory to dig a hole and fill it 
with mil k, and place the new bom babe in it, when she 
13 qmckly drowned. Some, agam, dispense with the 
milk, and actually bury their infan ts alive 1 Not nnfire- 
qnently, before even the infant has an mdependent 
emstence, the nmbdical cord is drawn tightly roimd the 
throat, and the child is strangled at its first gasp 1 These 
are beheved to be the usual modes by which infants arc 
destroyed, and, revoltmg ns it is to contemplate, it is 
often the mother's hand which, as it were, severs the frail 
thread of life so lately drawn finm herself I 

This unnatural emne, though not confined exdusivoly 
to any one pnifaculat class, is proved to exist especially 
among the Eajpoots, of which race it will ho neco^sniy 
to speak at some length But, before doing so, it may bo 
wdl to premise, for tbe information of any nn Indian 
reader who may honor theso pages mth n perusal, that 
tho lEadoos are divided mto four grand orders, or 
castes, called Brahmans, Kshntrccas, Tnisccns, and 
Soodrns, representmg respectively the priestly, militnrj, 
mercantile, and Inbormg dntscs.* The«o arc agam 
subdivided mto mnumcmble tnhes and ramifications of 

• Bodi U the OTtshea claiiiDcattoa pica) rsiwuHjIaBomlwj trtliltn 
cf tlic nmdooil tio IhcoiV b Itlll re out of »11 cbiso taise nJein a t etj uj 
Ulctd. tWath pnetiaDj U ccucs to nea ot aoj cajtf crea Bralni-i aOl 
cibt. lortatme oar »Uij5(Se Itcooe dotnatic imtau. 
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tribes. uUcrl}’' inconiprolicnsiblc to tlic uninitiated, but 
dcfuied among tiicmsclvcs most nccuialcl}', nndpicsciTcd 
\ntli great jealous)*. Of these the Rajpoots lioki the 
inghcsl place under the military older of the Kshutiecas, 
claiming to be second only to the Brahmans in chgnity 
and sacredness. In common nith the other early lu- 
radeis of India, they aic behoved to have had their 
origin amid the heights of the Indian Caucasus (Hindoo 
Coosh), and like the baibaiianinvadcis of Europe during 
the fomlh and fifth centuries, to have left thou* moun- 
tain homes in quest of plunder, or hope of settlement, in 
the more fertile and peaceful plains of Hmdoslan. The 
tide of conquest and the vicissitudes of war have scat- 
tered them over all the northern and western parts of 
this vast peninsula They arc to be found, in greater or 
less numbeis, fioui the Sutlej, to the Nei’budda, the 
Jumna, and the Gauges ,* but their chief stronghold is in 
the independent states of Ajmere, Jyepore, Odeypore, 
Malwa, and the minor ones which compose that large 
district between the Ncibudda and Semde, called bom 
them “ Rajpootana,” or “ Rajasthan ” Among this race, 
wheiever located, mfanticide prevails. Yet there are 
cncumstances m the earl)'- histor}'' of this people winch 
render the perpetration of the ciime at their hands the 
more atrocious ; because, as we shall see presently, the 
very motives which prompt them to it should have been 
then: greatest security agamst it. They glory m being 
descended firom men who erst headed the warrior tnbes 
of India, who won for themselves renown on some of her 
greatest battle-fields against Mahmoud of Ghuznee and 
Tamerlane; who, if their own chromders may be be- 
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lieved, performed deeds of high prowess and dnvaliy” 
that would bear comparison with those of the lion 
hearted Eichard, the royal Bruce, or the Chevaher 
Bayard. "WTio could imagine that such a race, in their 
pnde of high birth and chivalrous descent, could have 
become so d^raded as to think that their ancestral 
supenonty conld only be asserted and mamtamed by 
resorting to a practice from which those ancestors would 
have shrunk? Yet so it is, the highborn Eajpoot, of 
whatever clan, Chohan, Rahtore, Jorgoh, or Kutoch, 
stains the proud escutcheon of his once bravo and chival 
rous race with the life-blood of his daughter, lest that 
blood, of such vaunted punty, should flow into meaner 
veins, or she remain unmamed, and therefore, as ho 
thinks, dishonored 1 

So universal is this practice among them, thot it is 
clear they must be prompted by one common motive, 
and what that real motive is wo ahnll see, but it is re- 
markable that each tnbe, by preserving some tradition of 
its own in exculpation, endeavours to keep that moiite 
out of sight, as if ashamed to acknowledge it /One, form 
stance, traces it to a prophecy dehvered by a Brahman to 
a Rajpoot kmg, that his race would lose the so\crc]gntj 
through one of Ins fomato postenty , and states that the 
king, to guard himself and liis family against the po‘:siblc 
fulfilment of this prophecy, ordered all the female mfant* 
of hi3 house to be thenccfoi^iord destroyed.* 

The Jarejahs of Guzenit, again, tell that one of their 
Rajahs, having a daughter of unwonted bcaut>, and 


WanTiEiiHboj partlB-eHi{* ir i«t33 
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1 )cmg unable to find a fitting Imsband for one of sucli 
liigli and loveliness, at llie mgent advice of lus 
famii3"^nes(, put her to death, to avoid the disgrace of 
her lemaniiiig uninaiuod ; and cipomcd the duty on all 
Jaicjnhs that they slionld dcstioy all their female chil- 
dien foi ever.^ The Chohans of the Doali, on the other 
hand, have a tiaditioii that one of their piinces being 
sorely pressed by his son-in-law, and smarting under the 
sense of disgiaco which Ins meic position as the father of 
a nianicd daughter seemed to entail on liim, callod toge- 
ther his sons, and bound them by an oath to save his 
family fiom futine contempt by desti03'iug ever}’- female 
that might be born to them f A somewhat similar tra- 
dition is, accoiding to Major H. Edwardes, advanced by 
a tube of Kliutiecs, called Bedees, of whom more here- 
aftei Thus it is clear that tlieie is one common motive 
which they lilush to own, and which they try to keep 
out of sight b}’- putting forth the plea of some hereditary 
obligation 

It is now time to inguiie what can be the real motive 
which mfluences so numerous and yet so ividely-scattered 
a race m the perpetration of so unnatm’al a crime. The 
first motive, doubtless, is piide of caste ; and it operated 
thus throughout the whole of the Hmdoo nation. It is 
an established custom that a female may not marry mto 
an}’ caste or tube which is not at least of equal rank with 
her own To marry an mfeiior is, in their eyes, a de- 
gradation , but to remain unmained is actual dishonor. 

* Colonel Walkerj quoted in Kaye’s fKaikes’s Notes on the North-West 

Administration of the hast India Com- Provinces, p 8 
pany, p 652 
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Not believing in tlie existence of female vtrtu^ they re 
gard mornage as a woman’s only safeguard against sliame 
and infamy Thus a daughter becomes, from the very 
first, a source of great anxiety to the Hindoo He cannot 
allow her to pass even the early years of childhood unbe- 
trothed, or to attam the first stage of puberty unmarried, 
without incurring the nsh of gnevoua dishonor Ono of 
his first cares, then, must be to provide a fitting husband 
for her , and his selection must be made from another 
tribe, or another division of his own tribe, of at least 
equal, and, if possible, superior rant to his owru It is 
dear that this very selection affects his pnde of caste, it 
involves an admission of the equohty, if not supenonty 
0^ perhaps, a nvol tnbe or clan Nor is this all' not 
only IS his pride of caste thus wounded, but he has to 
submit to a personal degradation far greater, and that 
too of life-long duration From the day of Ins daughter’s 
mamage, when on bended knee ho presents Jicr to the 
husband of bis choiuj, prays him to accept her, and oven 
pays him “ almost divine honors,”* from that day he be 
comes subject to his eon m law, and is in every way treated 
b} him os on infenor Indeed, to such an extent is this 
earned, so thoroughly docs the Hindoo, as the father of 
a married daughter, sink m the social scale, that the verj 
title “ lather m law" (Soosur) is used os a common term 
of Bcom and reproach This position tlic proud Hindoo 
foresees, and resolves if possible, to avoid Hatlior than 
submit ether to the humiliation of Booking for a husband 
worthy of his daughter, and the indignities a\hich her 


See Ward cn Uie IliiidMi i-vlfiLtLflp ir icel.5J 
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marnngc vrould Eubicct ]iim to, or to the still more 
dreaded alternative of v^^ecing her remain iraniarried, and, 
as he thinks, dishonored, he dcstioys lier at her birth. 
So dcplonibly fal«o is his code of nioials, that he is led to 
regard tlic miiidci of Ins oini clnld as picferable to the 
risk of losnicr caste or hoiioi. 

The natural result of this piinciplc will be that the 
higher the caste or tribe the more ficqucnt will bo the 
crmic , the highci bom the Ilmdoo, as a general rule, 
the more proud is ho of his birth, and the moio sensi- 
tively alive to the pieseivation of his dignity ; both of 
winch would be so seriouslv aflcctcd, as he tlunlcs, by 
having to provide a liusband for a daughter. And sta- 
tistical icseaich most fully confirms this, ever}’’ step we 
ascend up this ladder of castes^ we find females become 
fewer and fewer, till on leachmg the top they altogether 
disappear So glarmg is the disproportion between the 
sexes, amoug the hmh caste Hmdoos, that the most casual 
observer cannot fail to be stiuck by it, and the fact of 
such a disparity* has often been urged in confii mation of the 
suspicion that they did not sutler then gnls to hve. But 
such an admission can very rarely be extorted from them j 
generally spealnug, they vehemently repudiate the impu- 
tation; and the explanation which they offer is one m 
which it IS diffi cult, to decide whether blasphemy or ab- 
surdity preponderates They profess to asenbe it to the 
“ will of Heaven” markmg them out in then “ pride of 
place” as objects of its especial favor by giving them only 
sons I 

Tlus does not apply to Bralunans, wlio arc believed to be generally inno- 
cent of this crime. 
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Pnde, then — the pnde of birth — engendered and made 
hereditary by the very natnro of the Hindoo social system, 
may be justly regarded as the primary motive to inianti 
mde. But there is also another motive, scarcely less 
powerful, and one fixim the influence of which no caste 
or tnbe is altogether ftee, and the emstcnco and ertent 
of which was not, we venture to think, snfliciontly rccog 
nised m the earher attempts which were made to suppress 
the cnme, to which it so materially contributed it is 
* poverty — that poverty which results from the exorbitant 
expenditure which prevaila among thorn at tho mamago 
of their daughters It is easy to trace tho connexion be 
tween these two motives, and to see bow tho latter had 
its ongm m the former Pnde of high birth tempted to 
display, at any cost, on such occasions, until such extra 
vagnnt display grow to be regarded as essential to, and 
indeed as proof of, high birth 

It has boon remarked that universal custom requires 
tho Hindoo to select for his daughter a husband of some 
tnbe or grade equal to, and, if possible, lugher than lus 
own , and the bndegroom elect requires to bo paid m 
proportion to lus dignity and condescension Now, this 
IS a pnnaplo not altogether unknown m England, iniat 
wealthy cit — for records of whoso ancestral greatness the 
archives of tho Heralds College would ho ran neked in 
\ am — would over dream of tlic po"sibihty of seeing tho 


Cur hrons of a daughter, however loielj and necom 
pUshed, encircled witli n coronet, unless he wen. prepared 
to throw a goodlt dower into tho matnmonial scalci, as 
a countcrpoi-o to the rank and title of his noble son m 
lav, ? Nor is it held “ on Change," or m Lombard street, 
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tlmt n m.in mu«t iicccssarilv I'c a Sir Giles Overreach 
because ]ns clucf dchglil in anins'^inglns wcnbli inu}* Im^c 
]nin (nncl lie tbc ^\]nlo n<^l bln*;!! !<> il), like that 

^voHln\ in the fond hope and thought to liave Ins 
danghtei ‘]\ighl llonoiable ' Tlio jiiincijilc is sanc- 
tioned: but icpK'batcd and condemned only in its cx- 
aggcniied form and ciucl lestilb In England it ib 
optional, in India conipuboi)-, ^\lth the foiec of hnv 

rathei than custom. Tlieie it i*' onh the niilhonaiie -who 

* 

thinks of biddintx hiLdi foi a noble son-ln-la^\ The 
man of modeiate incan^ .and Ic*'- ambition is content to 
bcbtov.* his daughter on hei cqu.al, ‘■o there be only a 
reasonable pKi'^pect of happino':'^ and compclenccj oi to 
ictam hci in lur home ^pheio, Jlcie*' Iheicis no choice* 
the Hindoo, if he ■\\ ould escape the imagined degiadation 
of his d.aughtei maii ungan nifoiioi, oi the di^giace oflici 
remaining unman led, is compelled to plo^ide a husband 
foi hei, and to pa}* foi him too; and that, not accoiding 
to his own incan=^ but accoiding to the lelatne lank of 
Ills house and that of his son*in law elect Noi is the 
dowel (Daega) — eiioimous though that sometimes is — 
the half of what he is obliged to spend m conti acting the 
mainage for Ins daughtei Piesents m money, clothes, 
jewels, sweetmeats, and what not, on at least a scoic pie- 
scribed occasions between the betiotlial (Buddun) and 
the maniage (Shadee), must be made to eveij'' one who 
can claim kith or km to the biidegi'oom 
' But the crowning triumph of extravagance and impos- 
ture IS leseiwed for the mamage-day itself, then the 

^ In explanation of tins and similar expressions, it must be borne in mmd 
that this ivas \mtten m India 
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house of the hnde’e father 13 Bunoimded by a flock of 
“haipiea," as rapacious, and ecorcely less loathsome than 
those foul creations of "Virgil’s brain. These are known 
by the name of Bhdts and Ohdrons. They are to be found 
in all parts of India, and ererywhere unfortunately es 
erase a baneful influence over aU dosses of Hindoos 
As their connexiou mth the mamoge ceremonies -will 
b ring them into fiequent notice m the following pages, it 
may be well m this place to give a shght sketch of thar 
character and occupation. 

Mythology assigns to them a somewhat rcmarkablo 
origin,* Mahadco had, it is said, a sacred bull, for tho 
purpose of guarding which ho first created tho raco of 
Bhflts , but ho had also a pet hon which was kept m tho 
same place with the bull, and m spite of tho noisy clTorts 
of the Bhflts to oflect n rescue, tho hon used every day to 
dmo off tho sacred bull, thereby cntailmg a great deal of 
trouble on Siva, to say notlimg of tho gnef it caused hun, 
for ho was obliged to croafo a new bull cveiy day in tho 
room of tho one killed by tUo bon. Tho Bhflts were con 
seqncntly degraded from their office, and a now race of 
men called Chftrans were created, who were more coma 
gcous than tho Bhflts, and mote snccessfiil guardians of 
tho sacred bulk 

"What pcrmblo rcsomhlancc there is between tho Bhflts 
and Chflrans of Brahmamcal fiction and those of cvciy 
day life It 13 difficult to discover At present they arc a 
contemptible race, though not altogether without their 
uses The Bhflts are tho bards or minstrels and their 


Jljhcp Dtbcr* Jotunal, cLsj». nuL 
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office IS held m such great respect, that to Mil or to heat 
one of theu’ order is not only considered disgraceful, hut 
most ominous, if not fatal to the -worldly prospects, and 
even the life, of the perpetrator of the act. The Chdrans, 
too, are hards ; hut their distinctive character is that of 
heralds, or genealogists , and their authority as living re- 
cords of family descent and lights is so high, that they 
are fLequently made the referees in the investigation of 
rival claims to property. In some parts of India, especi- 
ally in Guzerat and Eajpootana, the general respect for 
them office, and their reputed courage, make them the 
safest guards for the transmission of the most valuable 
property, m whose custody it is considered sacred There 
aie few among the wealthy Hindoos who do not retain, 
as part of their household, a family Bhdt or Ch^ran, that 
on festive occasions them names may he blended -^th the 
praises of the gods and heroes chanted by the former, 
and with the glorious exploits of them ancestors recounted 
by the latter And we may he sure these men do them 
best to make their presence welcome by bestowing a due 
amount of flattery on them patrons Such, of course, are 
of the better sort, though only to prove the more rapacious 
when occasion offers ^ There are others, too, of the 
lowest class, aboundmg m the cities and -wllages, where, 
claimmg a nght to be present, and to be paid, at every 
mamage that may take place, they levy such a tax on the 
inhabitants as to become a bm-den and a cm'se 

The Enghsh reader must not, then, picture to himself 
as the concomitants of a Hmdoo marriage, some venerable 

The Rajah of Odeypore is said to to his chief Bh&t on the occasion of a 
have given a lac of rupees (10,000/) mamage in his family. 
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harper heading a group of brethren of the lyre, hko our 
friend the “ aged I'errand," -mth his neighbouring nun 
strels, -who had flocked around hnn, adding their “ tnbu 
tary lays” to honor the bndnl of the “ Fair ilaid of 
Lorn.”* A more truthfol picture he mil find in the 
■words of an older poet 

" Ambiihoujum colleguo 

mims, btlxirono, et boo genua oume.'’ 

The Bh4ts and Chflrana — bards and heralds — alike 
prostitute their honorable otBco to the most mercenary 
ends. They gather together from mdes around, like ■ml 
tnres on their prey, bringing mth them all the idle and^l^ 
the dissolute, who on such occasions, be they minstrels, 
dancers, buffoons, barbers, or beggars, all pass for Bhflts 
and Chftrans. Such is the motley group that, under that 
once honorable but degraded name. Dock around the 
house of the bride's father, dcmnndmg “largess, not 

WUh lynipboBy tod dance and long*’ 

but ■With a dm, and discord, and clamor to ■winch the verj 
“ marro'w bones and clcaTcrs’* of a band of London 
butchers apprentices "would bo a dulcet harmony On 
sucli a day, not o man, or a ■woman, or a child, or c\cn a 
donkey or a dog, but is %\orth his nipce, oml if some 
luckless giver of the feast bo bold enough to resist such 
extortion, ho must do it at the nsk of personal mdiguil} 
and insult, if not actual injuiy lie mu t l>c proparctl to 
have hia o^vIl name nnd his daughters hranded ■v.iih 
ever} tcim of contumely and scorn, instead of Ik mu 


• 6« tbo licrj ct iLe 
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n'^-vvi^nln ol a }ii‘»h-l)oiii i.ico : and lo icccixo ic'ci^ 
and onr.'C^ in iho pl.ic^* «'{’ llnttvty and In’in^nn*'. A^-iy 
fow jiHnau^pi-'puod lln* ihi-; and. theudou*, uluotnnfh, 
and with tln^ lie'll i^nuv tlun ma\, tlioy ‘-luvninh (o a 
cuftn'n onirimdn'r in \nnit\ and laKt^ andnfton — nov/ 
Hauctioncd l\y n'ntuiic- of and fo-^ttnod and |nH* 

pc'intcd In tlu* dioad«'d intlm'jicn «•!' {1iO"0 v.liu batten 
on tl;c vpcsd One li d.i\ of c\tia\ ng.nu’j' 

odon cntaiK a llfo-loln^ want, and a debt wliicli tb.it iilc 
i. all too sborl i( pa\. and which thn^ l^cconies a hoii- 
la"o of nii'-dv to tlioM* who come afici. 'J’hc man <»f 
fub^-tance, poiliap*?, loch but little the tlioif'.nuh and 
thonsainl? <.*r inpec^whiih he iluii! ‘squanders-; but the 
pool nv.n (and India finnidics but h'w e\ceptinn‘’ lo the 
pro\oibKd coiincMom between liiLdi-hern piidoand po* 
\Qr {\) — the pool m.in, who'^o d.uK w’ngc? laicly exceed 
foul nuuas (sixpence), cannot ihu?, to colehi.itc liis 
daiichter’s mnniaco, realtor lo tlic winds two oi thiec 
bundled rupees (20/. oi -10/), Ins liauhcainedj clo-^icly- 
stoicd saving', oi, more ficqucnlly, Ins dcnily-cnecled 
loan, without rueing the day that Ids d.iughtcr w\as bom. 

Uudoi such a system, wdio can wonder that the Raj- 
poot, and moie or less cvei}’’ Hindoo, “ mourns wdicii a 
daughter js bom to him, and icjoices wlien lie has a 
son? Tlie one brings disgrace, an.\iely, or, at tlie very 
least, hca\y expense upon his house ; the other mcieases 
his wealth and his dignity.’”^ 

Is It possible that Ovid had gamed some insight into 
the character and motives of Hmdoo female infanticide ? 

* Baikcs’s Notes on the NortliAVest Provinces, p 9. 

C 
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The existence of it irns certouily known to tho Bomanj 
of his day , and nothing can accord more exactly with 
those motives than the language he puts into the month 
of Lygdns when addressing Telethnsa, about to become 
a mother 


“lInTgg parfMt ooeroator tlien tors est 

£dit& forte tiu foent d ftwrrmA portu 
(InTiotni TnaiKkt, pieUs igixoscef) uecetnr *' 

iltr lib ii. L 075 

To these two motives, then, either separately or m com 
bmation — to pndo of race and poverty, rcsultmg Com 
exorbitant marnage expenditure — the infantigdo now 
prevalent in India may be generally attributed. Excep- 
tions to this rule, or modiBcations of it, may be occasion 
ally met with, but, generally spcakmg, the lEndoos 
pndo and hia purse are sought to be saved by the sacn 
fice of hia child 1 

It 13 not our mtontion, nor would it come withm our 
province in this general review of the subject, to enter 
mto a doscr analysis of these two motie cs. To others, 
more able or more ethically minded, wo will leave tho 
task of testing their relative enonnity in tho cniablo of 
casuistiy For ourselves, we are content, at tho risk of 
bemg misunderstood and condemned, to take a somewhat 
chantablo view of both motives, and to judge of this 
crime at the linnds of tho Ilindoo on tho pnnoplc so 
wisel) laid down by So- J Malcolm m his farewell 
“ Instructions,” “by a standard which is suited to their 
belief, their usages, their habits, their occupations, their 
rank m life, tho ideas they have imbibed in infanci, and 
the stage of civilisation to which the) are ndvancid ” 
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Deplonng most bitterly (and wbo can fail to do so?) that 
so dense a veil sbould be drawn over tbeir moral vision, 
we consider that it is demanded of our oivn enlightenment 
and oim Cliristianity to strive, so far as m us bes, to re- 
move such “ scales” of ignorance, to close up the avenues 
to such influences, and to leave no longer any loom for 
such motives , and to every one who shall take part in 
so good a work, most heartily do we bid him “God 
speed ” 

Nor can we conclude this paii; of our subject without 
a passmg remark on the foiTQ of infanticide which has of 
late yeais been so greatly on the mcrease among our own 
countrymen We confess that we almost find some ex- 
tenuation for the gmlt of a Hindoo mother who at her 
husband’s command destroys her infant daughter to save 
his ancestral pride, or to avert the poverty which her 
mamage might entail, when conti’asted with the atrocity 
of the mother in Christian England, who stains her hand 
with the hfe-blood of a child of unwedded love to remove 
all trace of her shame, or with that of the wife who 
brmgs her ofi*sprmg to an untimely end to make up a case 
for chanty, or to defraud a “ burial club.” 


C2 
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CHAPTER n. 

KiBLT p foi.M na m imutficsr 

Xhfi Emperor Jehn^eer tnd Rigah Jjo — - EagLth bag {gooniit of 

tMi form of the crimfr^Hbdoo Zeaiame impeaetnUe'-The eriioe com 
Hiitted iccrcUy— Detechan Terr dlfflcalt-— Mr Jooalhin Dancaa. Heal 
dent of Beaam. flnt d bo oreio d it ftmoog Rajboofflar Rajpoots --Ap 
pdfiled OoTcanot of Bombqj— The cnme diseorered among Jirqahs of 
Kattivwu flsd thrOTigbnt the TTesiaa Coest*«^£i^ TTalker 

Reawirat at Baroda, to Jar^abs to Und themadm to npprtu 
the erimfr~IhfBcnUtea and oppoatUoa^Kao of Hbooj ddba lujch*>"CoTe* 
Biitti emnhullj aigoed— Uetxsrea inqnlailtatal and coerdrc— Bncren 
apparent— ifcat gratifjiiig proota of it— Walker departi for Engtml— 
Doneoa Jlrn— Soperriiba rdaied— Cnme rtriTO— CapUta Caraao loc 
ends Cedemd Walker at Baroda— Rao of Tfoasnggnr hearil/ fined— R m of 
Unrree honored— Want of rigorons s eppott from Boenbej— A period of in 
£7erenee— The aad queatSosiUe. 

Snon 13 tho form of mfantiado irhicb at the present 
day exists m Indio, and tuch tbo motives from which it 
springs Let us now proceed to inquire what efforts 
have been made to wipe away this blood stain from the 
face of this conntry — a stain ns nnaent ns tho days of 
dnssic Home and Greece. Hnvo the native rulers cier 
exerted themselves to put a stop to n custom of tho pn 
valence of which the) could not bo ignorant? Or were 
they themselves too dccplj imphcatcd in its perpetration 
to adopt any hearty and vigorous measures for its sup- 
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prcssion? Two persons only aic nicnlioncd in history ns 
ha\ing made the slightest allempt to cflcct this — the 
one a hlahomcdan cnipeior, the other a high Rajpoot 
prince. Jehangeer, in the beginning of the seventeenth 
centmy, having had it bi ought to his notice that the 
practice nas life in a \illage near which he chanced 
to be tiavclhng, immccliately issued a stiingcnt older 
ngamst it, and thicatened to subject to the toitiiro any 
one who should be thenceforth piovcd guilty of the 
crime. The net was worthy of the well'menmng but ca- 
piicious emperor ; audit met ■with all the success that 
nnnht have been looked for. It was like a siugeon 
cauteiising a single soie, but taking no steps to ancst 
the lavages of n disease infecting the whole system. 
Foi in the human body and the bodj politic alike, a 
local application, howc\ ci active, cannot be expected to 
eiadicate a constitutional malady. And such was the 
veiy natural result of tTehaugeer’s order. The crime 
lemamed uuchecked throughout the rest of his empire, 
and ere long levived again m that paiticulai village 
with renewed vigor! About a bundled years after, 
however, a far more jnaident and sagacious plan was 
adopted m Rajpootana itself, by Jye Singh, the Rajah of 
Jyepore, oi Amber According to Colonel Tod, he 
“ submitted to the Thakooi, or prince, of eveiy Rajpoot 
state a deciee regulating the Daega, or dower, and 
other marriage expenditui’e, with leference to the pro- 
perty of the vassal, Iimitiug it to one year’s income of 
the estate: this plan was, however, firustiated by the 
Cliaudawat of Saloombra, who expended on the mar- 
riage of his daughter a sum even greater than his sove- 



32 


niDiAir iHFJumciiKE 


reign could hare afibrded , and to have Im name bla 
zoned by the bards and genealogists be sacrificed the 
beneficent views of one of the wisest of the Eajpoot 
race ”• 

The crime was too firmly rooted, too deeply ingrained 
into their very natures, to be removed by such partial 
measures, and, doubtless, feelings of interest and shame 
held back the native mlets flam anything like strennons 
combined action , and thns, whatever they did attempt, 
was done with reluotonco and feebly, and necessarily 
proved futile. 

But what, we must go on to ask, bos England, with 
“ a power,” as Mr Eatkes says, “ greater than Eastern 
nation or emperor ever saw,” attempted towards pnttmg 
down such a miserable practice os this of mnidermg 
little childron? 

It must be admitted that wo cannot cany back our 
review of these attempts to an early period of our soltle- 
ment m the coimtiy It was not till the end of the last 
century that the subject appears to have attracted any 
notice Tho period which imniediatolj followed the 
rescue of Calcutta Crom tho Jlabomcdau, called forth tho 
wamor spirit alone. During those cvontful jears of 
mutual suspicion and secret intrigue, no lc«3 than open 
hostihty, while nabvo and European were m league 
ngamst us, it was enough that England could " hold her 
own and to mate her footing sure she was being con 
slantly dnven to frc*h dcfcnsivo wars and fresh acquisi 
Uons ns tho result of her victoncs. Tfro^o stirnng lirocs 


Tod % toL i r* 
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of Clive and Warren Hastings gave full occupation to 
men’s mmds m tlie momentous struggles wIucIl followed 
eacli otlier in rapid succession, and left but bttle time or 
opportumty for acquirmg a knoMedge of the secret 
springs — “tlie inner man” — of tbe Hmdoo system. It 
were unjust to impute indifference or mcapacity to the 
magistracy of India because they suffered tbis inhuman 
practice of infanticide to remain unchecked durmg the 
latter half of the last century , for, m good sooth, it may 
be avowed without shame that its very existence m that 
form was unknown, or at least the proofs of it were far 
too vague to admit of its bemg satisfactorily dealt with 
Ho doubt there were certain very suspicious circum- 
stances occasionally commg before the magistrates, 
enough to make them feel sure that m some locahties, 
and among some classes, female children must be made 
away with : but there were no evidences of its perpetra- 
tion on which it could be brought home to any one, so 
as to ensure pumshment The best idea of the great 
difficulties which attended any effort to detect it may be 
gamed from the recorded fact, that at a time when very 
active measures were bemg taken for its suppression 
among the Jarej'ahs of Western India, there was, durmg 
a penod of twenty-five years, only one case m which m- 
vestigation resulted m conviction and punishment * To 
persons utterly unacquamted with the character or 
domestic life of the Hmdoo, it may perhaps seem that 
these difficulties are exaggerated, and are not reafiy so 
lusurmoimtable. But let them only compare the married 


* Mr WiUotigliby’s Keport on Infanticide^ quoted post, pp 48, 49 
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hfe of the kgh-caste Hmdoo with that of the Enghah 
man. The latter regards his wife as cveiy way his 
equal , she is the ornament of his house no less than the 
companion of his hearth. The former regards his as 
httle better than his slave — and at the same time con 
templates her with a jealousy so intense, that he never 
suffers her to be seen uncovered, if seen at all, and so 
lasting, that it only ceases with the funeral pyre which 
consumes his own body , indeed, so completely does ho 
try to throw a veil over the ejnstonce of the fomalo por 
tion of his family, that he does not snlTer the name of 
wife or daughter (supposing him to be of such low casto 
as to have any of the latter) to pass his lips. Thus the 
whole domestic hfo of the one is as private and secret as 
tliat of the other is pubho and nnoonstmnod. Is it not 
too true that, with all this openness, this pnbhoity, 
stamped upon the English home, deeds of blood have 
been perpetrated there to which no clue was furnished 
at the time? There are legends, of an age not so very 
remote from our own, wluch have cast a shade of 
mystery over many an old baronial hall, or manor hou*e, 
or grange, that did not wholly denve their origin from 
the romancer 8 brain sometlimg, at least, of truth they 
had for a foimdntion, whntcicr fiction maj ha\o done to 
rear upon it a siipcrstnicliirc of awcmspirmg mlcrcsl, 
truth enough to prove that cion m the public homes of 
Englishmen there had been opportunities and mean*, 
and bands roadj to use them, for ronioi mg out of the 
■nni some object of m-alry, jealous), revenge, or ai-ance, 
and \ct the perpetrator the wliilc escape puiiislimcnt, or 
even suspicion If Ibis, tlien, were po'iiblc m I nglaiid 
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— and that it was possible pi oofs me now, though all too 
late foi justice, occasionally being bi ought to light — ^liow 
compaiati\ely easy was it for the Hindoo, in the secrecy 
of his house, sciecned behind the closely-guarded piirda 
of his Zenana, to elude notice, and to defy investigation f 
Few aie the witnesses when the brief life of some im wel- 
come daughter has lobe destroyed; and their mouths are 
safely closed by fear or a bribe • 

Tins has evei been found to be the gieat obstacle in 
the way of detecting and suppressing infanticide in India 
The magistrate might suspect, and feel satisfied in his 
own mind, that where, in a single town or among a par- 
ticular class, the stieets were ciowded with bo3’'s of 
eveiy age and gi'ade, yet not one gnl was seen, or ever 
knoTMi to be born, theie must have been foul play, but 
how could he piove it ? How prevent it? Let him adopt 
the most inquisitoiial measuies, yet what more easy than 
to evade them? TYliat moie easy or more common (as 
has been since discovered) than to remove the pregnant 
Avife to some safer letreat, into the Alsatia, foi mstance, 
of some neighbouiing independent Rajah’s territory, 
wheie, if a son were bom, the birth might, on the 
mother’s letum, be announced and hailed with all due 
solemnity and rejoicmgs, but if a daughter, the event be- 
come as though it had nevei been ? Here, then, lay the 
great* difficulty , and although the wisdom and per- 
severance of able and prudent magistrates has, in some 
measm’e, overcome it, still does it exist , and it is not too 
much to say that, with such a class of men, and such 
prmciples of action to contend against, no inquisitorial 
system, no penal enactments, however stringent, would 
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ever effectunUy suppress tlio crone. The magirtrato mnj 
watch, and search, and threaten to punish to the utmost, 
the Hindoo father will still find means to evade detec 
tion, or keep out of the reach of the law Would wo cut 
down this upas-tree, which is h hghtang the happmess and 
peace of thousands of parents, and destroying tens of 
thousands of infiiuts, we must stake at its root. To era 
dicate this hateful enme, we must attack the motives from 
which it spnngs 

But it IS time to consider what has been attempted by 
the Knghsh during the sixty years that the enstcnco of 
the practice has been known. In the year 1789, Hr 
Jonathan Dnncan, a member of the East India Com 
pany s avil servieo, at that tunc Ecsidcnt of Bcnarc^ 
first discovered the prevalence of the ctudc in that 
neighhonrhood among tho Rajkoomars, an important 
tribe of tho great Rajpoot family So mtCTCating a com 
munication — tho fiist, wo may well behortv which was 
over made, cither officially or privately, on that subject— 
cannot bo better given than in his own words. Ho thus 
brought the subject to the notice of Government m a 
letter to Lord ComwaBis, then Governor General of 
India, in tho closo of the >car 1789 — *‘I am well 
assured,” says Hr Ihincan, “ and it is, indeed, hero gene- 
rally believed, and being so, it is my duf^ not to keep 
such cnonnitie**, howc^c^ sanctioned h\ usage, from 
tlio knowledge of Go\*cmmcnt, that it is no unfrcvjucnt 
practice among the tnbe of Rajkoomor tn destroy llicir 
daughters by causing thcir mothers to refu o them nur 
turo, whence this race of -incn do often, from nccc*^iy, 
many into other Rajpoot tanuhes This hotnil 
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custom is snid to exist also among some other tribes, 
more especially in the Vizier’s*^ dominions; and it is 
thought to be founded in the extravagant dcsiic of in- 
dependence entertained by this race of men, joined, per- 
haps, to the supposed necessity of procuring a suitable 
settlement in maiiiage for those devoted females ivere 
they allowed to giow up, and the disgiacc which would 
ensue li’om any omission m that respect UTor is this 
species of atiocity of recent institution ; for a similar pie- 
judice, as existing among the Indians, was known among 
the ancient Greeks and Romans, as is found in the lela- 
tions they have left of this quarter of the globe.”t Such 
was the official announcement made by jMi\ Duncan 
The existence of the crime obtained greater publicity 
through Sir John Shore (afterwards Lord Teignmouth), 
who, as the President of the Asiatic Society, laid the 
subject befoie that body in the year 1794. The veiy 
language which he used on that occasion shows that he 
felt he was biingmg forward a fact hitherto unknown; 
and though addressing the sava/ns of India — the men who 
of all others had made the history, religion, and customs 
of the Hindoos the subject of special research — yet he 
thought it necessary to preface his announcement of the 
prevalence of a crime of such unwonted atrocity with 
some remarks to anticipate and remove their probable 
doubts and mcreduhty He, too, shall speak foi himself 
“ That the practice of infanticide should ever be so ge- 
neral as to become a custom with any sect or lace of 


* Kmcdom of Oade 

t Citea in Kaye’s Administration of tlie East India Company, p 666 
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people requires the most unexcephonol evidence to 
gam belief, and I nia sorry to say that the general pmc 
tice, as CiT as regards feinnlo infants, is folly substantiated 
■with respect to a particular tiibo on the frontier of Joud 
pore, a district m the province of Benares, adjoining to 
the conntiy of Onde A race of Hmdoos, called Bajfcoo 
mars, reside here, and it was discovered m 1789 only 
that the custom of putting to death their female oflspnng 
had long subsisted, and did actually then very much 
prevail among them The Beadent of Bonares (Sir 
Duncan), m a circmt which ho made through the 
country ■where the Eajkoomare dwe)), had an opportunity 
of authenticating the cxistenco of the custom from their 
own confessions ho con^vorsod ■with several all nneqm 
vocally admitted it, though nil did not fully acknowledge 
its atrocity " 

Having made this astotmding discovery, Mr Dimcan 
did not content himself with reportmg it officially to 
Government, as if thereby absolved of all further per 
sonal concern , ho apphed himself sedulously to devise 
some plan by which it might be checked, and no sooner 
had ho succeeded in fomnng such a plan, than ho at once 
began to put it m force In Duncans plan was much 
which a deeper insight mto the Ifindoo “ polity" would 
lead men to look upon as crude and imperfect Ills 
error chiefly lay in too high an opinion of the llmdoo 
character for mtegntj and truthfolncss. On this rock 
ho made shipwreck of his hopes. But shall we, in con 
sequence, detract from the high praise due to him wlin 
first came forward to face so heinous a practice 7 
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Such -u'as ]\Ii Dimcau’s com sc; he assembled the 
Eajkoomar chiefs, leasoiied -with them, and obtamed 
from them a solemn “covenant” that they -would ic- 
nonnee the practice. lie also suggested a plan for 
bribing them, as it -weie, to abandon it , lie proposed to 
Goveinmeut that pecuniary icwards should be ofTeied 
for all females that might be born and reai’ed. This, 
however, did not meet with the appioval of the Court of 
Dnectois; and “no wonder,’ as Mi Raikes justly ob- 
seives, “ lest good men who killed no daughteis and got 
no dowel s might be tempted to imitate the Rajpoots’ 
example Instead of acting as a check, it would have 
been setting a picmmm on tins child-muider. 

The benevolent efibits of ]\Ir Duncan appeal to have 
been at first attended with some amount of success, but 
this proved to be very shoit-hved ; the Rajkoomais soon 
bioke the “covenant” into which they had entoied with 
so much apparent readmess, and weie quickly perpe- 
tiating the crime as frequently and systematically as 
ever 

One gieat cause of this was probably the shoit period 
durmg which ]\Ir. Duncan was able to put his measuies 
to the test He could do httle more than initiate them, 
he could not personally supermtend and -watch their 
workmg, and modify or alter them as experience might 
suggest. In the end of 1796, -within a year of Sir John 
Shore’s announcement to the Asiatic Society, ]\Ii’. 
Duncan was removed from the Residency at Benares 
to the more honorable post of Governor of Bombay 


* Notes on Nortt-WeBt Provinces, p. 16 
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Here, as "we shall see, he found a far wider field for the 
exercise of his philanthropy, and in the Eeadent it tho 
Court of Baroda, Major Alexander "W^alker, a most ready 
and able coadjutor 

Baroda is the capital of an extcnsivo terntory lymg 
north of the Nerbudda, along the Bay of Cambay, and 
including a conmdorable portion of tho peninsula of 
Guzerat, it is under a Mahratta pnnce, generally known 
by the family name of the Qmcowar, who exercises an 
independent rule, but is, at tho same time, tributary to 
the English, and has always at his Court an English 
representative Baroda is a cily of considerablo an 
tiqnity, and of no httlo repute under tho old Rajpoot 
imgn and during tho Mahomedan invasions, but its 
former fame has been well nigh foigotten m tho more 
recent notonoty for chicanery and corruption which that 
Court has obtamed m connexion with the name of tho 
dauntless Outram,* tho late Resident there It was at this 
Court that, about half a century before, Major Alexander 
Walker wus Resident, when Mr Duncan was Goicmor 
of Bombay, and m hun did Jlr Duncan, who at Benares 
had stood forth almost single-handed and alone to fight 
tho good fight of humanity, find a kindred spmt, one 
scarcely infonor to himself m benevolence, teal, and 
energy, and ready to co-opemto with hun fully m tho 
noble cause ho bad so much at heart. 

now great need ho had of such sjrmpnthiung aid wo 
may judge when we consider tho rampant form infiinti 
ado had a'sumcd along tho western shores of Hindostan, 

• Gcnml Onlnm, nov Cbcf Orta tru Urr3r it-vTil.M tr t r ftelo 
cuiiiOQfr of Ondr Ttw giUint oScer Xij -t u ** Ito UiiirJ cf 
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jMi'. Duncan Inad liitlierto seen it only in a smgle tiilic, and 
that not a TCiy extensive one, of Dajkoomar Eajpoots; 
but here repoits of its prevalence crowded m upon liim 
fioni every quarter. In Surat, in Culcli,in Guzerat, and 
still nioie in Joudporc, and the seveial states of Dajpoot- 
ana, it existed as a regular system. Hole was the veiy 
stionghold of infanticide , and hero thc^c two good men 
and tiue, Duncan’^ and "Walker, were prcpaied to throw 
themselves into the bieach, if by so doing they might 
but cany it by stoim. j^fany and urgent as weie the calls 
upon them in the discharge of their pohtical duties, legu- 
latmg tioubled Coiuts in tioublous tunes, thwarting 
Flench intiigues, and aibitiating between rival native 
poweis, they stiU found lime to listen to other calls which 
were made upon them as men and Cliristians 

In the neighboiuhood of Baioda, andmoie or less along 
the whole of the western coast, tliere was a numerous 
and powerful clan, calhng themselves Rajpoots, under the 
title of Jaiejahs, among whom infanticide was found td be 
imiversally practised. This tnbe, according to their own 
traditions, claimed to be among the highest and purest 


* Ho'n'cver sliort-hvcd the success 
of his anti-mfanticidal measures may 
have been, lu other matters lus fame 
has long survived him, as is testiflcd 
hy a very recent traveller over this 
field of his earlier labors The 
“Bird’s-eye Vieiv of India,” mth its 
appended Journal, by Sir Erskme Perry, 
•which has appeared while these sheets 
were passmg through the press, con- 
tains the foUoiving most gratifying 
testimony to the freshness of his re- 
membrance “I was pleased to find, 
whilst at Benares, m idiat grateful re- 
collection the names of Warren Hast- 


ings and Jonathan Duncan, and par- 
ticularly the latter, were held by the 
inhabitants Jonathan Duncan, who 
was afterwards Governor of Bombay, 
ongmally sciilci Benares, as the es- 
rcssion is, and his institutions have 
ad the smgular fortune, so rare in 
India, of subsisting mtact to this day. 
A common form oi speech by a native 
of Benares, who desires to say some- 
tlung flattenng to a European, is, * I 
your slave, — you my god, my father 
and mother, my Dujdtn'” — Chap, 
xxxvm p 229 
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branches of the great Bajpoot famfly, but Colonel Tod, 
the historian of Hajnstban, assigns to them a far less 
honorable place in that genealogical tree. Ho says that 
it IS currently reported among the ueighbourmg tribes 
that the Jarejahs had at one tune renounced their Hm 
dooism and become llahomcdans, but were never cor 
dudly received and trusted by the foUovrers of the Prophet, 
and were before long altogether cast off by them. This 
imputation of apostasy they, of course, loudly deny , yet, 
■whatever be the cause, this whole tnbe is held m con 
tempt by Hmdoo and Mahomedan nhke Indeed, «o 
nttedy aro they despised by tho pure Rajpoot families 
around, that, to use the words of Colonel Tod, " tlic 
owner of a hide of land (Seesoden,Rahtorc, or Chohan)' 
— that IB, the pettiest landholder among those high clans — 

“ would spurn the hand of a jnrejah pnnccss." Among 
these Jarojah erubjocts of tho Guicowar, mfnnticido was 
universnl, and here, too, pnde of birth was tlio owl 
gomus of their house , whether it wore with the fond 
hope of sustammg its questioned mlcgntj, or witli the 
idea of bomg avenged on tho ncighbonnng tribes for their 
calummcs, not a daughter hved to ennoble a rival clan, 
or to peril the honor of her own 

Major 'Walker at once saw tho difficultj of throu ing 
down sucli a bamer of pnde as hero pn«entcd it«olf In 
Ins first communication with the Bomba) Goicrnmcnt he 
cxpressoil himself ns not being verj sanguine as to the re 
suit At tho outset he avow cd his fears that “thchumnm 
attempt" of tho Bombaj Goienimcnt would "not b 
successful to an> great extent in restraining the super ti 
tions and rebgious prejudices of a tnbe so fir removcil 
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fiom the aulhoiity of the Biiusli Go^elnlnelll, and so 
little acquainted Yiih tiie pnnciplos of nnpiovcd society ” 
At a later period, after a fuithcr intcicouise with the 
tube, he declared his conviction that “sentiments of na- 
tuie and humanity had no influence uith the Jaicjahs” 
How fully justified he was m forming so low an estimate 
of their chai actor in tins particulai needs no sliongcr 
pioof than that whicli u gi\en in a letter he icccived 
from one of then Icadmg chieftains, the Kao (or Pinico) 
of Bhooj, the modem capital of Cutch. Tins Ictlei is 
given m “Moor’s Hindoo Inianticidc," and is quoted m 
“ Wallace’s [Memoirs of India.”® It is so lemai’kablc foi 
Its tone — distinctly a\ on mg the pi act ice, and def 3 'mg the 
English to mtcifcic with it at then peiil — as to deserve 
insertion “It is notoiious,” he sa}s, “that since the 
Awatai of ShiiKiishna, the Jaiejahs, nho aie descended 
fiom the Hindoos, have, dm mg a period of 4900 years, 
been accustomed to kill then daughleis; and it has no 
doubt come to ^’’oui knowledge that of all God’s cieation, 
even the mighty Emperors of Hindostan, besides all otheis 
the conductors of the affairs of tins world, have presen’’ed 
friendship with this Court, and never acted in this lespect 
um'easonably But you, who aie an Amii of the gieat 
Sircar (the Honorable Company), having written to me 
on this subject, I have felt much uneasiness, for it does 
not accord with your good chaiacter. This Durbar has 
always maintamed friendship ■with the Honorable Com^ 
pany; and, not'Withstandmg this, you have acted so un- 

This letter is quoted by Wallace India,” it appears not to be the whole 
as a contmuous whole, and so it is letter, but a selection only of the more 
given above , but from Dr Wilson’s striking portions of it 
work on “Infanticide m Western 

D 
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reasonably in tins respect that I am much distressed. No 
one has until this day wantonly qnarreHed with this Court 
who has not m the end snlTerEd loss. Do not again ad 
dress mo on this subject ”• 

This letter will suffice to show how deeply rooted were 
the prejudices he had arrayed against hun. Tet, in the 
ffice of this defiant form which was assumed by the Jarc- 
jahs, m the face, too, of calculntionst which even on the 
most moderate scale displayed an app allin g provalcnco of 
the enme, ‘Walker labored on to perform, if it wero poa 
siblo, the task ho had undertaken He, no donbl, felt 
what was expressed by ono who some years after sue 
ceeded him os pohtical agent at Kattynwar (Jlr ‘Wil 
loughby, of the Bombay avil semeo), that “it was not 
to be expected that a whole tnbo w ould at once rehnquish 
n custom m which, however barbarous, they rather pnded 


* To Uila nnj bo odded extracts oflrpririg Fnrtlirr parltculirt of tHs 
from two other Ictten of the »ame eouetTo yoo wilJ Inini fro® Kocr Je 
olramcierJ la}« • writing: j tad yoo muit excrtio 

, , . , . him OB tha teort — Sec lS,r« 

Idler /nM OtJgrrjeii^^ if i[tr lo fa Colonel WiOrr’* llrmrt. 

rfc h Coi<aei TTtJLfr a i»drc memtha of the die 

1,1107 of the forcTOinff letten (tan Dr Ba 
Toot letter Sir I hare rcccited. rhifun, lo ait *• Climtaa iteteafchcs 
In whteh It U written to renroptna p 5!) ** Jtrrjih Jchijeo UmWf Jc 
protect oar doo^tent bat the or mother v>d lutteh hUhonrd, 

nncaUncc* of tlua ci« irc th^t from fonnallT abjored the prprtlw rf mfoa 
flmw iajDcmOfiaJ Iho Jerriah} hare liode uul wm woo fa3o»fd Ij (he 
nem reared ttnr daoghten nor can Jiirt^ tnka in pmcraL” 

It BOW bo the case " f Some itathUfal rtltmn to the 

belief that of fimale hifiBl* drtlrojfd 

Frerj fit tf Jtkajf* It Cfttmfl yrari/ hj tUi fhs^c tribe cf Jvrji't 

^ Wrr foaU tfA be Ic'l iLin twenty cr 
thIrtT liOT’ixBil j •nl ern M J't 

"Your letter Lai been rtcfitcd, tad Holier wiUmif to lalo t Irmt 
it» cofltenti nsdentiy'd \oa Larc eitunrle wai prrprtd to tf u 

ailed upon kocr Jthalee to rrar up c t Ini tUa frou tifre to f trib a 
ha dau4tmi but it » >o, that fjr taad !r>plrj< l-tvn. j wrrr tl i n 
maar Jarrjib ctuerd etfrYtrar to lh.» i ,ni 

Inbn la»c trer reared tltL f'^^ale be tL.» tn’ic a. -c 
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tliemselves, instead of regarding it as an indelible stam on 
then’ cbaracter.” Tet neitlier disconragement nor repulse 
made linn desist As lie bad not been sangume of speedy 
success at tbe commencement, so neither did he despair 
when he found success still far off. He appealed again 
and agam to the chiefe of the tribe. He pointed out 
how grievously this practice violated the laws of nature; 
how repugnant it was to the feehngs of aU civihsed 
nations, and especially so to that nation which was then 
the paramount power m Hlndostan Thus at length his 
arguments and persuasions began to teU. After some 
time he succeeded m winmng over many of the Jarejah 
clnefs to bmd themselves by an agreement, even more 
stringent than that made by the Eajkoomars in Bengal; 
and whereas, before his exertions, only five instances 
were known where parental feehngs had overcome the 
general custom of the tribe, he was able to announce 
to Grovernment that withm ten months of his obtaining 
the promises of the Jarejah chiefs there were thirty-two 
female infants preserved. A few years after, Eajpootnee 
mothers might be seen brmgmg their httle gnls to Major 
Walker’s tent, and presenting them to him with every 
mark of genume gratitude and maternal affection, and 
calling them his' children. f 

And, to use the words of Bishop Heber, J “ previous to 
his” (Colonel Walker’s) departure firom Gruzerat he re- 
ceived the most affectmg comphment which a good man 
could receive, m bemg welcomed at the ^ate of the palace, 
on some pubhc occasion, by a procession of gnls of high 

* Mr Willoughby^s Eeporfc f Wallace’s Memoirs of ladia, p. 399 

X Joumalj cbap xsiv 

D 2 
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rank, who owed their lives to him, and who came to has 
his clothes and throw wreaths of flowers over him as them 
dehverer and second father "• 

Nor did the humane lahors of this truly good man, and 
no less valoable puhho servant, cease on his withdrawal 
&om India. In the retirement of his English home they, 
among whom so many of the best years of his life had 
been spent, and to whose nmehoration the noblest ener 
gies of his mind had been devoted, still occupied a promi 
nent place m his thonghts He laid before the Court of 
Directors at some length, and m the most forablo language, 
the prmciplcs on which he beheved the “ holy war” 
against this barbarous and unnatural custom could be best 
earned on, explaining fully the motives as well as the 
objects of all the measures ho had been instrumental in 
mtroduemg m the IVcstctn Presidency 

It was, however, lus misfortune to learn that the 
tystem ho had so sedulously labored to oigoniso had been 
httlo appreciated, and his own labors and motives misre- 
presented and misunderstood. A few j cats onlj after he 
had retired from the service, while loud ptcans were 
bemg sounded on the supposed suppression of tho enmo 
— ^whilo the tomb of his patron and fellow laborer, now 
no more, testified to the general behef that “ inCinticide' 


• Bince the kborc tnu written, the 
" InUntiode of \re3i era India,” by Dr 
AVilKm, has been jmblisbed aad from 
U the fcdknnng nx U extracted, 
aa conttinis^ a tonrhmg reference to 
what was pTobaWr the aamo erent as 
that aDoded to br Dtshop Hebert 
“ Uow affcctiBC it most bare been for 
him (ColJatl'^VaIVcT)*'lotear Mho 


actadly did at Dharoal, the lender 
Eijpoot dinphtcT rtacflcd from the 
nnmlcroua hud of the Tnrtntal dc 
ftrojcT cicl-Jm with InfuliTe toW 
CdlotiH 'Walicr aared mol This 
molt hare been moeo fTtefotu to t(i 
ctnetous heart than errn the af^pro* 
balkttt of Us conaUy ”--Pjcc 97 
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was “ abolished in Kattyawar”"^ — it was found that the 
practice bad been revived in silmost all its foimer fre- 
quency ; that, regardless of the solemn covenant mto wbicb 
they bad entered, tbe Jarejabs bad relapsed into tbeir old 
daugbter-slaying atrocities; and that tbe flame was only 
burning all tbe more brightly and fiercely for tbe water 
which had been for a time thrown upon it Nor was this 
all It was not enough that he thus learned their short- 
bved success , the failure of measures into which he had 
thrown his whole soul were attributed to himself, or rather 
it was insmuated officially by the Bombay Government 
that his influence and exertions had been over-estimated, 
and the reports of their original success had been inaccu- 
rate I It was easy for W alker to justify himself against such 
a charge , easy to show, as he did m a most powerful com- 
munication to the Comii of Directors in 1819, that, by 
their own admissions, the blame rested on the Govern- 
ment of Bombay ; on the apathy and remissness of the 
local officials, who had failed to require what he had so 
strongly urged the necessity of — regular returns of births 
among the suspected famibes, by which means the in- 
crease or decrease of the crime might have been constantly 
watched ; and the very consciousness of such vigilance 
would have acted as a check on the Jarejahs themselves 
Thus the shaft of calumny hurled at him feU harmless, 
beyond the grief which it caused to his own generous 
heart These unjust insinuations he well knew were no 
echoes from the India House The Court of Directors had 


* Oa Mr Jonathan Duncan’s tomb mscnbed — “ Infanticide abolished in 
in Bombay Cathedral these words are Benares and Kattyawar ” 
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more thnn once declnrod theur approval and apprecinbon 
of his plulanthropio zeal , and, shortly after, they still 
more publicly and substantially recognised his services in 
India by appomtuig him Goveanor of St Helena.* 

But to resume our narrative. Colonel Walker had 
been succeeded m the Residency of Baroda by Captain 
Camac, of the Bombay army, who had previously been 
Ins assistant at that Court, and had imbibed no small 
portion of his anti infanticidal zeaL With a detennma 
bon and perseverance, from the consequences of which 
the Bombay Government, now no longer backed by the 
energy and vigor of Duncan, seemed to have shrunk, 
Captam Camac, m 1811, insisted on the infliction of a 
fine of 6000 rupees on the Jam or Rajah of Noanng 
gar, for violating the terms of tho covenant mto which 
ho had entered, and, moreover, mduced tho Jam to sign 
another covenant of oven a more strmgent character So 
signal on osamplo as this — tho actual lovymg of a fine of 
a largo amount on ono of tho most powerful of tho native 
pnnees of Guzerat, tho recognised head of tho Jarcjali 
tribes — could not fail to produce some clTcct on tho com 
munity generally From so prompt and deciavo a proof 
of tho rcsoluhon of Government to suppress tho cnrac, 
tho brightest results might have been looked for, had only 
tbo groat pnnciplo of supervision been adhered to But 
this appears to have been gradually rolased Tho re- 
gistration of births was neglected, or only pciformcrl 
irregularly, and tho withdrawal of this salutary cheek 
tempted the Jarejahs to rclap e into tUoir former bar 

* The Gorrnwntip e{ S_ Itf!=ei tns ott-iaiDj ttital bj CL-u’-a U t-J 
the Icdu 
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barous custom. Five years only elapsed before Captam 
Caniac was obliged to report to Grovemment that the 
philanthropic measures of his predecessor had failed of 
their hoped-for results ; that the violation of the agree- 
ment entered into in 1809 by the Jarejahs had become 
so frequent, that it would be scarcely possible to single 
out any individual mstauces for pimishment.^ It was this 
discovery which, as we have befoie noticed, drew fi:om 
the Bombay Government such unjust imputations and 
censures on the conduct of Colonel Walker, for failures 
which were rather to be traced to neglect and apathy in 
carrymg out the preventive measures he had urged on 
themj and m some degree, perhaps, to the pohtical 
changes which had, durmg that period, passed over the 
country. 

Although, however, the crime had again become so 
general that there was a difficulty in singhng out indivi- 
duals for fine or punishment, it so chanced that there 
were some few persons who might be advantageously 
selected for favor. Of these, the most important was the 
E-ajah of Murvee, one of the minor prmcipahties m Gu- 
zerat, who had been among the foremost in aiding Colonel 
Walker m furthermg his benevolent plans, and now was 
found to have given frill effect to them m his own family 
by preserving the lives of two daughters. Captam Camac, 
anxious to obtam for this pnnce a mark of pubhc ap- 
proval, suggested that the expenses of the marriage of 
these two daughters should be defrayed out of the pubhc 

* In 1817, Captain Ballantiue, as- Walker’s report of success), to June, 
Bistant to Captain Camac (then in 1817, the number of females preserved 
Kattyaivar), reported that from De- had only moreased fipom thirty-two to 
cemher, 1808 (the date of Colonel sixi^-three.— Mr. Wflloughby’s Report, 
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treasury This plan, however, was not considered to he 
advisable, lest it should be regarded ns a precedent, and 
thus lead to the outlay of pubhc money on ptmciples of 
questionable soundness. Captain Carnac was, however, 
authorised to confer on the Hajah, m the name of the 
Court of Directors, a valuable present All who under 
stand the pecuhar constitution of the native mind will at 
once admit the wisdom of this decision A costly shawl, 
a Khillat^ or dress of honor, or any such present, would 
be for more highly esteemed by a native prmco than ten 
times its value m money It would become an heirloom 
m his house, and be treasured by his descendants ns a 
lasting mark of the tavor of the “ Great Sncar” — the East 
Indm Company 

Captain Carnac also urged on Government the pro 
pnoty of estabhshmg a system of spies, and of cncoumg 
mg informers for the detection of this crime , but these 
measures were also considered by Government to bo mox 
pedient. Their determination was to “ wmt upon time." 

An opportunity, howoier, soon offered, which was 
promptly taken advantage of Internal feuds m Gulch, 
and a consequent state of nnarchj and danger, called for 
the mterfercneo of the English. In the treat} then entered 
into* between the two power*, for tho restoration of peace 
and good goiernment, certain clauses were mtroduced 
having especial refercneo to infanticide, by whicli tho 
Eao himself, and all the Jnrejah chicCj, became bound 
to abolish the practice in their own fiimihcs, and among 
their respective clans 


Tto tmtj bere ditc Ortobfrl3 1S19 Ia£iiiUnI« 
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SiiU tlicro was no s\=lcm ; not even the most ordinmy 
steps seem to Imve been tahen to enforce the terms of these 
sexeral nen cements Diirin" some se\cn vcnis, i.c, from 
1S17 to lS2i, anything approaching to cncigelic action 
in tln-^ caii-^e vns nnknown; nllcfibrtsfoi the snppicssion 
of tine Clime eocm to have been enspomlcd. Tlic appoint- 
ment of hfr. IMoiintstnart Elplnnstonc to the Govemor- 
ship of Bnmbav did indeed, in some dcgiee, stimulate the 
7eal Avhich had thus lain donnant. But even this able 
and enlightened statesman, ever so leady to consult for 
the amelioration of the native community, seemed to have 
icgarded the diflicultics vhich picsentcd themselves as 
so foimidable, and the piospects of success as so faint and 
lemote, that ho was not prepaicd to renew the struggle 
with this evil spiiit openly and vnth vigor. “TTe must 
be content” (said he, in 1821) “ to follow the footsteps of 
our piedecessors (without attempting to go beyond them) 
m their most mentoiious endcavouis to discountenance 
this enormity, and we may safely hatter ourselves that, 
as the manners of the people become softened by a con- 
tinuance of tranquillity and good older, they wiU gradually 
discontinue a practice which is not more inconsistent with 
reason than lepugnant to natuial instinct.” 

It was, however, during the latter part of hlr Elphm- 
stone’s administration that a ver}'- important change was 
made in the character of the anti-infanticidal measures 
which his predecessors had adopted The consideration 
of the leal character and merits of this new principle must 
be reserved for the next chapter Here, however, m 
aUudmg to it, it may be well to offer a few remaiks on 
the spirit of the former system. This crime had been 
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hitherto generally regarded m ‘Western India ns sprmging 
from the meanest and most tmworthy motives. Such a 
view bemg taken of this moral disease, it was natural that 
the most strmgent remedies should bo apphed, Prohi 
bitoiy measures were consequently adopted ns bemg the 
only ones likely to prove effective. The agreements mto 
which the Jnrejahs were persanded to enter contemplated 
only the suppression of the cnme by fear, there was m 
them nothing that was calculated to remove or eridicato 
the motives irom which it sprang — nothmg to wean them 
voluntarily fitim so repulsive a custom. If n child was 
saved, its hfe would be duo to fear of the consequences of 
a broach of faith rather than to any absence of that cariior 
fear which ongmally prompted to the cnroe. 

One word, however, as to the punishments, the fear of 
which were to operate so effectively Those Agree- 
ments,* noble ns were the ends the framers of them had 


• Tb© fonn of according 

to TblcH tlu B^kooman tbcm> 

Mtrca to tbecdon vas dated 

Deo. 17 1769 and ran ia Ute fonovinff 
lemisi 

'Wberces it hath become kxKiwn 
to the OoTcmment of tbo Honorable 
UnfUsb East India Campanj that ve 
of ine tnbe of Ilijkcman, do col nflxr 
onrfcmale children to lire andwhatu 
tbii is a (TOt enme ns pcatirtoed in 
the Bretmo BjTront Pocran (Brahma 
^aimtta Fct^) vhere it is tihb 
that kfllmg CTcn a fcctas ns as cii> 
gJnal as lolImE a Bnhnun { and that 
for iniing a female or voman, the 

S hment is to loffrr in the ncri 
u) or ben, called Ktl Scoter 
I SatraX for as mar Tcara as 
Ibffo ait of that fctaalca bodjj 


■sd that aflemrds that person shall 
bo botn again, and ncccsaTreljbecomo 
a leper and be fdHieted ^ih the 
and whereas the British Go* 
renuDcnt in ImHa, «hoM soljects ve 
BIT haTo an otter detest at km of soeh 
asonleTOji practices, and we do oar 
•cJres ftcbarwlcdgethat, althen^ eu> 
tc1ma17ajnoc1nu.lt b highlj siafo] 
we do, Iherdorc Lcrtby •grre not to 
co mmi t aaj lo cg cr stteh detestable 
acts I and anj among u who (vhich 
God forbid) shall be hereafter poniy 
thereof, or shall not briog op am fret 
OCT djnirfitcTS taairicd to tie trnt cf 
OCT ahfliiks, ftjaocg those of oar fute. 
thaD bo expelled fron our lril< at I 
WT »hall pfiiher eat dot leep soeMj 
With such penon er icfscasj U-* J s 
tafliriag hcrcaAer tic ranrhjofcls 
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III Mew, were, we \enturc to tliiiik, of an anomalous tind 
qucstionnlilc cliamctci. Tlic}' pioscnt a stinngc medley 
of pains and penalties Based jointly on the nuthoiily of 
tlic acts of the British Govcinmcnl and the Hindoo 
Piiranas, the Molalion of them entailed corresponding 
joint pmiislnuents of fine and loss of caste. Kow the in- 
trinsic value of the foiincr of these may be easily esti- 
mated; fiom the difiieulty of detection, ns has been 
shown, they voie pcifcclly nugatoiy, the infliction of 
fines had become “ a dead Ictlci.” As foi the latter, the 
loss of caste, il is not too much to s’.iy that such a thicat 
on om* parb was as unbecoming as iL vas idle; unbe- 
coming It ccrtaml) foi a Ciuistian powoi, by refeiimg 
lo the Pin anas and Shastia*^, and lecognising then false 


denounced m Uic nbovc pumna nnd 
sLisIra " 

Tiic follo\nng is n Innslntiou of (he 
ngreement entered into bN (he Jnrcj.dis 
olKnitravrar 

“ vnicrcns tlic Ilonomblc Englisli 
Conipinj nnd Anandmo GiiK.TOrid 
(Guicowart Send Kliaskhcl Siminshcr 
jj-ihadur, ha\ing set forth to us the 
dictates of (he shastras and the tnic 
fiuth of (he Hindoos, as avcII ns that 
the Brahmd Vairarftakn Paraim de- 
clares the killuig of cluldrcn to be a 
hcuious sm — it being ivnttcn (lint it 
IS ns CTcat an oflcncc lo kill an embrjo 
as a Bmliman , tlint to kdl one woman 
is as great a sin as a Jiuudrcd Brnh- 
inans , that to pnt one clold to death 
IS as great a IrausCTcssion ngauist the 
dime laws as to kill a hundred women , 
and that the perpetrators of this sin 
shall be damned to hell (Kala Sutra), 
where he shall be infested inlli ns 
many maggots as he may have hairs on 
ins body, be bom again a leper, and 


dcbihlalcd m all liis members — we, 
Jnd(n Bewail and Xucr Nntlni, Za- 
inindars of Gondal ((be custom of fe- 
male infanticide Imiiiig long prci ailed 
in our caste), do licrcb\ agree for our- 
Eches and for our ollspniig, ns also 
we bind oursches m behalf of oiir re- 
lations nnd (heir offspring, for ever, for 
the sake of our own probjicnh, and 
for the credit of the llindu faith, that 
we shall from this dav renounce this 
practice, nnd m dcfmdt of (his, that 
we acknowledge oursches ollcndcrs 
against the Sukars ’ Moreover, slimdd 
nnj one in future commit this offence, 
we shall expel him from our caste, and 
he slnll he punished according to the 
pleasure of the two Govcmmculs, nnd 
the rule of the Shastras.” 

In both of the foregoing forms of 
agreement, (lie traiiBlatioii (and the 
spelling) given in Dr Wilson's Infan- 
ticide m Western India, p 41 and pp 
81, 82, have been adopted, ns being 
probably the most correct 
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g-stem of reTTarda and puniahmenta, to give even the 
semblance of a sanction to their anthonty , and no less 
idle, because to enforce this loss of caste (without the full 
concurrence of the whole tribe) would be about as prac- 
ticable m the hands of a Christian Government, however 
strong, as excommunication from the Church of Christ 
would have been m those of the “ Great Mogul” m the 
zenith of his power 
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CHAPTER m. 

ETFORTS IN ITESTEEN INDIA 

Bombay contmued — Under Mr Elphmstone more persuasive measures intio- 
duced — Rewards for preservmg daughters — Policy of this questionable — Mr 
Willoughby — “Infanticide Fund” — A new era — The whole system resusci- 
tated — The Rao of Rajkote heavily punished — Improvement perceptible, 
though gradual — ^Proofs of signal success on Mr Willoughby’s leavmg Bom- 
bay-Contemporaneous efforts m Cutch, &c — Mr Malet, Pottinger, Bumes 
— Koombees practise it from mercenary motives 

The new features to which allusion has been made as 
bemg mtroduced at this time, may be thus briefly de- 
scribed I it was the addition of perstimzve measures to 
those of a merely coercive character, which had hitherto 
been adopted The violation of their agreements had, m 
cases of conviction, been visited with fines ; it was now 
thought that the fines thus inflicted might be thrown 
into a flmd out of which presents of money, &c , might 
be made towards defraying the marriage expenses en- 
tailed on those who, actmg up to their agreements, should 
preserve their daughters. This was no new idea, though 
now first brought into practice. Mr J Duncan, it will 
be remembered, had entreated permission to adopt such 
a plan so long before as 1789, with the Rajkoomars at 
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Benares, Colonel WaLker had hmted at it in 1809, 
while at Baroda, and had ogam strongly raged it in his 
Report in 1819 , Captain Cnmac, hia snccessor, had 
taken the same view, he had suggested it to Govern 
ment, not merely m the spccud case of the Rajah of 
Murvee, but for general adoption, and 5Ir Warden, of 
the Bombay avd service, had recommended it, yet it 
was not till 1821 that the plan received oiEcinl sancbon. 
This delay m adopting it appears to have anson trom a 
fear, by no means groundless, that the good which was 
looked for from it was hablo to bo more than counter 
balanced by the evil it might produce. Tlio Jarejohs 
might, mdecd, bo persuaded to preserve their children to 
some extent, when ono of the chief motives to their do- 
struebon — the enormous outlay rcciuircd of them m con 
tractrag mnrnagcs for their daughters — was so much 
lessoned by the promise of public aid Tlio Rajpoot 
frthcr, who would defy the watdiful oyc of tho paid spy 
or tho bnbod informer to convict him of murder, if an 
unwelcome daughter should unaccountably disappear at 
the time of her birth, might yet bo tempted to mow that 
daughter s existence, and to uso every means for her pre- 
servation, if ho felt sure that he should rccoiia: some ns 
sistnnco towards her mamngc But, on the other Iinnd, 
might It not supply a now and powerful motive to other 
races to resort to tho same atrontics for tho ako of 
establishing a clnun to simOarpubhc aid? Slight not tho 
Kliutrce, or any of tho Vmscca tnbes even, bo tempted 
to emulate the daughter "laying propon'itlc" of the 
Jarejah Rajpoot, that ho might qualify hlm'clf for lie 
coming a recipient of the public boniitj 1 It aais a two- 
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edged sword, it niiglit ^^cut both ways.” Jt was on 
this gi’ound that, as has been seen, it was rejected by 
Goverimicut when originally proposed by hli’. Duncan j 
and on the same gi'ouiid thcic had ever since been a re- 
luctance to use it 

i\Ii. Mountstuait Elpliinstone, however, was bold 
enough to sanction the pimciple in a modified form, 
lioping that a prudent and judicious exercise of it might 
opeiate beneficiallj'. In a letter to Captain Bamewell 
(m 1821), who was at that time pohtical agent m 
Eattj'awai', he thus proposed it • “ Witli a view to en- 
coiu’age parents in spariug then female childi’en, 5^ou are 
authorised to thiow all the fines levied on chiefs for 
other ofiences, as well as for infanticide (after indemmfy- 
mg the sufferers by each), into a fund to be distributed 
in pioportion to childien so preserved.” 

In tins suggestion of Mr. Elpliin stone’s we see the 
germ of the “ Infanticide Fund,” which was afterwards 
estabhshed m Bombay, and which, m a still moie mo- 
dified form and in a subordinate position, formed an 
important pait of the system which was developed by 
hir Willoughby, a Bombay ci-vihan, who has since risen 
to take his place in the East India “Dnection,” as one 
of the first of the Directors nommated by Government. 
Although we are miable to follow out in detail the 
workings and the results of that system, which has 
gained for hir Willoughby a position second to none m 
the list of those who have stood forth as the champions 
of humanity m India, and which has placed his name 
beside those of Duncan and Walker, where he reflects 
as much honor as he receives from the connexion, we 
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fed. assured that in every stage of his distmguisbed 
Indian career, -whetlier as assistant at the Baroda Eesi 
dency, or as Eesident at that Court, in the Secretariat, 
or at the Council Board, he has left behind not only- 
signs of great mtelleotnal power, but also of high philan 
thropic real in an unceasing endeavour to rescue these 
hdpless victims of Eajpoot pnde and poverty fiom an 
natundy end. To him, by universal consent, Bombay is 
mdebted for a revival of that energetic action which had 
marked the days of Duncan and TVdker, and which, but 
for an occasional, uregular, transient sign of life, might, 
during the mtervenmg yooia of npathj, have been re- 
garded ns extinct "With his name is especially con 
nected tho Bombay “ Infantiado Fund,” the pnnaples 
of which cannot be better cxplamed than m his own 
words. “ Tho Infantiado Fund was cslnbbshcd in 1825 
It IS composed of all fines under 20,000 rupees imposed 
upon tnbutanes for breaches of the peace, or other mis- 
conduct, and of rcdisation under tho head of Sfohsullec 
Tho British Government set tho cxamplo , his IUghncss 
tho Gmeowar being subsequently induced to consent 
that aH fines imposed upon his tnbutanes should be 
similarly appropnated From this source occasional re 
mission of tnbutc, presents to chiefs, and pecuniar) 
assistance on the mamagc of their daughters, hare licen 
granted to those who ha\e practicall) renounced the 
custom , and another mode of testifjmg approbation to 
those who have preserved ihcir daughters is by [loi-t 
poning the pajanent of the tnbuto to suit their conie 
mence"* It will be seen nl once how vast an improit 
• Mr tn!l«£ltis • Itfren 
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inent tills was on all preceding systems. It supplied new 
and poweiiul motives to tlie Jarejahs for the preseiwation 
of then- daughters, without overlooking the necessity of 
letaming such a system of surveillance as might prevent 
their destruction. This great scheme, which he may be 
said to have ori^ated, was comiiosed of the followmg 
parts. Firstly, a census of the Jarejah tubes was to be 
at once prepaied, showmg the disparity of the sexes as 
tlien existing. Secondly, a regular half-yeaily return of 
bn^ths, betrothals, marnages, and deaths was required 
horn each Jarejah chief for his own clan Tlnrdly, the 
pohtical agent was called on to send m to Government 
an annual report on the subject of infanticide, based on 
those half-yeaily returns^ and such other mformation as 
he might obtam. Fourthly, a proclamation was to be 
issued throughout the Jarejah tribes, assuiing them of 
the full determination of Government to mark with its 
approval or displeasm-e, to reward or punish, every mdi- 
vidual as he might observe or violate the terms of the 
agreement- Fifthly, every Eajpoot was enjoined ta 
stipulate at every marriage contract of a daughter with a 
Jarejah that any female ofkpring from such umon should 
be preserved ; and, Sixthly, suras of money, or presents 
of clothes or ornaments, weie to be given out of the 
“ Infanticide Fund” to such Jarejahs as had adhered to 
their engagements and preserved their daughters Such 
was the general scope of the measures recommended and 
mtroduced by Mr. Willoughby, as set forth at length m 
his able Report of 1834 — ^“measures” of which it has 
been well said that, “ though exhibitmg nothing essen- 
tially new or untned, they yet presented m improved 
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and more comprehensive forma the matared su^estions 
of hiB predecessors," • 

The Bombay Gtovemment were soon called on io 
show hoTT far they were prepared to give full effect to 
the aystem now mtrodneed, A most flagrant violation of 
the agreement on the part of the Thahoor, or chief of 
BajLote, n small prmapahty m Gnzerat, was reported by 
Mr Willoughby, and at hia suggestion a heavy no 
less a sum than tweloe thousand rupees, was inflicted on 
the Thakoor, and, to ensure payment, his estate was 
placed under attachment until the fine should bo paid. 
A short time after, another petty chiel) under orenm 
stances of pecuhar atroaty, was sentenced to twelve 
months imprisonment and a fine of three thousand 
rupees, or m default of payment, a further imprisonment 
of two years. These examples, with others of less note 
and on a smaller <0010, sutBccd to prove to the jarejahs 
that the agreements mto which they had entered were 
realities, and that the BnUah Government would not 
suffer them to bo violated with impumty 

Nevertheless, the reports which were sent m from 
tune to tuno by Jlr Willoughby s successors at Buoda, 
Mr Ershme, Captam Jacob, and Captain Lang, while 
they, m some instances, betray a want of consistency 
with cadi other, showing how almost imposablo it was 
to obtam accurate information respecting the birth of 
children under sudi circumstances, disdoso the fact that 
inCmticide was not yet being so effectually supprc*scd as 

* CsltvUsllmsir ho.ILp.tr3, to bwa elljtcrf, la ito itsotrc tt 
frora vtkt ttmrco IHe cmlrr part of crlBJial lat »alttc-c d xiaaia j. 
iLo Infocmalloa mjotlirE ttoi ponod 
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iniglit liave been leasonably expected under sucb a 
vigorous and stringent rigime. Captain Jacob, in 1841, 
was obliged to qualify Ins report of tbe successful woik- 
ing of these measures in some districts by tbe disbearten- 
mg announcement that m others there was httle, if any, 
sign of improvement. In one district he found, in a 
population of 122, only seven females ; m another, 
durmg fom' years “ not a smgle female had escaped the 
ruthless effects of Jarejah pnde.” Still, on the whole, 
the new system was believed to be makmg itself gene- 
rally felt Although m some villages, oi among some 
families, the crime appeared to have leceived no check, 
yet in the returns for the whole countiy there was a 
decided improvement The disparity of the sexes was 
begmmng to dimmish Captain Jacob felt justified in 
expressmg himself thus favorably of the general results 
up to that time. ‘‘It must be highly gratifying,” he 
said, “ to those benevolent men who had labored for the 
suppression of infanticide, to see the progressive return 
to the order of nature m the relative propoition of the 
sexes, that must be attributed to their labor alone.” 
And the Bombay Government acknowledged thus 
warmly the encouragmg nature of the Eeports : “ The 
complete suppression of the crime, origmatmg m igno- 
lance, prejudice, and false pnde, must doubtless be the 
work of tune, yet, lookmg back to the past, and seemg 
how much had been accomplished within the last few 
years, they were encouraged strongly to hope that a 
steady, constant perseverance in the measures in opera- 
tion would m the end be rewarded by full and complete 
success ” 


62 


INDIAN INFANTICIDE 


Eiglit yean afterwards, m 1849, Major Lang, who had 
la the mean time aucceeded to the pohtical agamy at 
Kattyawar, commumcated still more gladdening mtefti- 
gence of the progress of the anti inCmticidal movement 
“ The proportion of female chfldren to males m all the 
tribes is now so nearly equal, and the progressive m 
crease of the female population so regular, that, if the 
retnmB can be depended upon m other respects, there 
would be eveiy ground for bdievmg that the practice of 
infanticide must have become almost entirely extmet in 
this provmce ’ 

This steady, gradual approximation of the sexes can 
not bo better shown than by inserting a short tabular 
statement of the Jarejah population durmg the five years 
from 1845 to 1850, mdusiTo • 



1815 

1 16*0. 



1819 



C017 

CGOO 

' 0S*1 

1 

7550 

7553 

1 

7503 



1 2120 

2770 

5000 

3373 

5123 


From which it appears that, whereas m 1817 the 
number of fcmtilca known to have been preserved, nc 
cordmg to Mr lYilloughby’e Report, had onlj been 01, 
wathm thirty jeats tho proportion of females to males 
had nsen to nearly one-thml, and m six years more this 
dispanty had been still more reduced, and tho number of 
females amounted to nearly one half that of the males. 

Tho proportionate incremo of the female population is 

• Hm Utta U (real Kajc i Ailiatn titnUca cl lit Eiit Icis O-i 
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also slioivn more cleaily by tbe registeied birtlis of the 
years 1850 and 1851 In tbe former there were 267 
female mfants bom to 292 males, and in tbe latter 216 of 
tbe one to 222 of tbe other ; thus tbe number of boys 
oyer girls in 1850 was 25, and in tbe followmg year 
only six. 

bli Willoughby, tbe originator of these later mea- 
sures, did not retire firom India until 1851 — tiU be bad 
been permitted to witness tbe full realisation of lus phi- 
lanthropic hopes, and tbeiein to leap the leward of bis 
labois. Ho admitted that tbe success bad been far 
gieater and much moie rapid than tbe most sanguine, 
acquainted with the leal difficulties of the case, could 
have auticipated. “ I recollect,” be said, when about to 
leave Bombay, “ that by some whose opinions I valued, 
I was thought to have mvaded too stiictly tbe sanctity 
of Bajpoot domestic piivacy, and that tbe measm’es I bad 
recouise to weie too harsh, and likely to outrage the 
feebngs of the whole Kajpoot community But I argued 
that those philanthropic men, Governor Duncan and 
Colonel Walker, never intended that tbe engagements 
which they induced the Jarejahs to enter mto should be 
waste paper; and although I was aware that I was 
touching on debcate ground, I felt assured that I should 
find a powerful ally m those feelings of parental affection 
winch exist m the human breast m eveiy stage and de- 
gree of civilisation The result has certainly pi oved that 
I was not rmstaken ” 

It will be observed that tbe foregoing account has, 
with one or two slight exceptions, been confined to the 
history of the anti-infanticidal measures which were 
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adopted m Knttynwar or Guzerat, and little or no men 
tion 15 made of irhat was being done in the adjacent 
penmanla of Cutch, Tvberc also a largo body of Jarejab 
Hajpoots are found- This arrangement rrna adopted for 
the foUo'wmg reasons The Baroda Residency supphed 
the most energetio opponents of this “ cJuld murder," 
there the movement may be said to have onginated , 
Irom thence the most important measures for its sup- 
pression emanated , and those adopted m Cntch ivcre, 
generally speakmg, of the same character, mdeed, a part 
of tho same system , and by tracmg out the TTorkmg of 
that system m the one branch, it -was hoped that tlio 
BuccessiTe measures and changes introduced might bo 
better explamcd, and tho thread of tho nanatiTc pre 
served unbroken. 

Not that those tvho stood fonvnrd ns tho champions of 
humanity m Cutoh should be passed over in silence 
Hero TVOTo laboring, among othcra, Sir Jlalct,* of the 
Bombay avil service, Captam Jlclvill, Mr Lum den, 
&.C. , nor may wo omit the names of two 0111001:", whoso 
diplomatic careers commenced among tho jarejah Raj 
poots of Cutch, but whose nficr-dccds obtained for them 
a prominent place m tho annals of their country — JInjor 
(altcrwnrds Sir licniy ) Pottmger, the future dictator of 
terms to tho refractory Chinese, and tho Governor of two 
British colomcs, the Capo and Aladras , and nl<o C iptam 
(better known by his later title. Sir iVlcxandcr) Bumc", 
tho victun of jVffghan treachery and inismanagcmciit 

To prove that the labors of these men were not with 

• ilr Mattl *1) iacnn.-Ji rt-iTrei to li- poimj >l K>llTi»w 
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out effect, even if less successful than the movement had 
been in Guzerat duimg the same peiiod, it will be 
enough to quote from the statistical returns the numbers 
of males and females of till ages among the Jarejahs of 
Cutch, as given for the undei mentioned years. Theie 
were — 



IIT 184:2 

m1817 

IN 1862 

Mnles , 

G20S 

6445 

6761 

Females 

701 

1180 

1723 


Thus showing that m ten years the number of females 
had been considerablv more than doubled, while that of 
the males had not mcreased one-tenth. This was unim- 
peachable testimony to the success of the measures for 
the suppiession of female infanticide 

A few words may be added m this place with refer- 
ence to another class of Hindoos, who, though not con- 
nected With the great Kajpoot family, are still proved to 
be very much addicted to this crime. In the tract of 
land lymg between Guzerat and the Gulf of Cambay on 
the one side, and the Eajpootana States on the other, 
over the whole range of country from Ahmedabad on 
the north to Baroche on the south, are found a tribe 
called Koombees, no longer of the Kshutreea, or mih- 
tary order, hke them neighbour Rajpoots, but belonging 
to the Khutree caste *' Among this people the practice 
of female infanticide seems to be very prevalent Lymg 

* On tFe supposed difference between Ksbutreeas and Kbutrees, see t^ra, 
cbap Tu p 112 
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on both aides of the Mybee, this nver seems to form a 
soma], no less than a geographical, separation between 
the two dosses. Those on the north side dnim a supe- 
riorly over their more aonthem lonamen, and only con 
sent to allow their sons to marry the daughtels of the 
lower grades on condition of icccivmg a laige sum of 
money m return for what they consider their condesccn 
Sion and saonfica of dignity, and to moho the most of 
this daim, and to tnm it to account m a pccimiary way, 
the higher dasa dealroy their oton daughters, that their 
young men may bo driven to the south for their wives and 
the accompanying douceur To such an extent has this 
prmcipla been established, that the payment of dowry 
with their daughters on the part of the more southern 
Koombees has become a regular and recognised source 
of revenue to their more fortunate brethren of the north 
TThethor any and what mensurea have been adopted 
to put on end to this speculating child murder wo hai 0 
no means of learning 


In condnding this chapter, tlio author can only e.\ 
press his regret, if the account of this most interesting 
period m the lustorj of the anti mfanliadal raovement m 
Bomhaj should seem to be meagre and incomplete 
The worle Itself aspired to ho nothing more than a sketch 
of the course pursued b\ a Christian people for the 
suppression of a most inhuman practice among their 
licatlien dependents Alitli this view tlic work wis 
undertaken, and although any matcnals from t Iiidi thn 
part of the luslon might have been filled m, had tht> 
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been available at tbe time, would have been most gladly 
taken advantage of, yet, from the want of such, and from 
the knowledge that this particular period was being 
treated of by one of the most enmient Bombay mission- 
aiies, the ’ writer was well content to leave it to his far 
more able pen. After the foregoing chapter was com- 
pleted, the looked-for work, “ Dr. Wilson’s Infanticide in 
Western India,” appeared in prmt. It would then have 
been easy out of that mine of information to work up an 
account of this penod more perfectly ; but the doing so 
would also have involved a departure from the ongmal 
plan. The author has, therefore, contented himself with 
introducmg here and there from that work a few re- 
marks corroborative of the statements previously made, 
and msertmg one or two extracts which tended to carry 
on his narrative to a later period. For these he begs to 
offer Ills grateful acknowledgments, and ventures to 
advise the reader who may wish for a deeper msight 
mto these measures, to consult that book itself, in which 
an almost hfelong local experience, and access to the most 
authentic information, have enabled Dr Wilson to do 
full justice to the subject. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ZiJrOQTiJi. An BAXTi. 

frernlgiec of the mme di*comtd by Mr L. Wlttanjcto— SamptoaiyineiiTirci 
rtcoflimgtded-^Jyepore, Jocdpore, Ajmccr £e.— Cokmcl Solhrrtand, Cap* 
Uini Thoraby Ludlov— Tba extortion of Bhiti and Ch&rais itstnlned 

t 7 redo ring scale (d martiige expenac*— MalmmlwOoIoiiel Hall'-^on 
TEzies Pcnetayat — Ptonada Main to itdoco mamage cxpoao^^occeas 
coi np1et i v ~Dr* THbon a TnCtntwide in Watem Index 

Passiho eastward from the bad of the Jarejai and the 
Koombee, wo enter on the cbsac ground of Rajpoot lus 
toiy, tho country called, oAcr thcmsclr cs, “Rojpootnnn,” 
or “Rajasthan,” and southward, between that and tho 
Nerbudda nver, lies tho soparato pnnapahty of JIalwa. 
Here is, in rcohty, tho Rtypoot stronghold In JIalwa 
and tho Bovcral Rajpootana states is to bo found some of 
tho purest and proudest blood of that once royal race.* 
Tho states of Odorporo, Jycporc, Ajmeer, Joudporo, 
dux, no with each other in clmaung supenontj of de 
scent, and m so genial a sod it is but natural that this 
pnde of birth should bo found to bear its bitter fruit 
of infantiadc rint among tho jihilanthropnts wlio'i 
names arc connected with 1110*0 Rajpoot CoarL*, avns 


• For » foD EOetul rf ll« n>i!« Ibl rj T«.t < lu i iin. 
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Lauucelot Wilkinson, of tlic Bombay civil service. 
Altliougli lilalwa was moic particiilaily the field of his 
labon?, it was in the northern stales of Odeypore and 
tjyepore that he fii’st discovered the existence of this 
crime. In 1821, Sir John Malcolm had ofiicially re- 
ported to Government to the folloAving effect : “ Infanti- 
cide,” he said, “m hlalwa is not lalo^vn among the 
lower classes j this shocldng usage still remains among 
some Bajpoot chiefs of high rank and small fortunes, 
who, from a despair of obtainmg a smtable marriage for 
their daughteis, are led by an infatuated pride to be- 
come the destroy eis of their own offspiing. The usage 
is, however, on the dechne, and eveiy effort has been 
made to prevent the frequent recurrence of this crime ” 
Yet, fifteen years after, ]\Ir. L. Willonson commumcated 
to Government that “ an mtelligent Eajpoot chief” had 
stated it as hrs opinion “ that not less than twenty thou- 
sand infants were annually destroyed m Malwa and 
Kajpootanaj” and as he himself travelled over this 
country, m the capacity of political agent, he found 
everywhere too confirmatory proofs of the prevalence of 
the crime to leave any room for hope that the statement 
of the Eajpoot chief was even an exaggeration. It would 
be impossible to follow hir. Wilkmson step by step 
through the mvestigations he instituted, and the melan- 
choly discoveries he made , it will suffice to sum up all m 
his own words, that the result of his mquiries “ must fully 
satisfy every one that female infanticide is earned on to a 
fnghtful extent throughout Malwa and Eajpootana ” 

The mformation thus gathered from all quarters by 
means of personal inquiry durmg his tour through the 
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several states, led Mr vVilkinson to look with little favor 
on the coerciye system which had been adopted in Kat 
tyawar , ho waa induced to put more laith m the efficacy 
of measures of a sumptnaiy nature, and to a general ele- 
vation of the moral character by education Ho declared 
his conviction that “ formal renunciations of the practice 
by the rajahs and chiefs were not likely to pro\ o by any 
means efficient for the extinction of the praclico," and 
that “ penal enactments not supported by pubbe opinion 
were a dead letter " To Mr "Wilkmson, tbereforc, is the 
anti infanticadnl movement indebted for the first sugges- 
tion that sumptuary measures should bo mtroduced lu 
combmation with those of a cocravo character 
It has been retnarked that the rival Rajpoot chiefs of 
the more important states, such as Odcjporc, Jjcporc, 
aud Ajmecr, vied with each other m daiming supc 
nonty of birth and rank From the existence of thU 
feeling a now difficulty aro«c, which irns scarce!) knoirn 
among tlic Jorejahs, n ho were all of one race, and among 
whom the relative degrees of rank were cousequenth 
more defined and recognised So great, ho\\c^c^, was 
the jealousy of these nvol Rajpoot chief., and their 
rclactonco to intcrmany, that it became necessary to 
rcmoic, if possible, this feeling at the outset, in order to 
ensure the co-opcralion and the example of the dncfi 
themselves, for the sake of giving full cfTect to the mca 
surcs among their rcspcctnc clansmen. ^Vith this \ic\r, 
Mr ilkinren urged them, and successfully, to ent^'r 
into an agreement among them elves to the effect that no 
Rajpoot should gi\c a daughter in mamoge into, or re- 
ceive one from, anj clan or hou-^' whicli would not 



injrooTANA Axn matava 


G1 


pledge iti'cir lo rodpiocatc such alliance when rc- 
quiiocl." 

The opinion foimcd b\ i^Tr. ^Vllkin^on in favor of a 
s\*stcm of Mimplnaiy niiangcmenl'^ appear^ to ha\c been 
fully concuned in by thoscveml ollicci-^ v. ho subsequently 
hold onicial conno\ion ^\ith the Knipoot States Of 
thesOj (he more active %\cio Colonel Sulheiland, Captain 
Thorc^by, and C.qitam Ludlow. 

It would appeal that thc^e Kajpoots candidly avowed 
not only the pcrpctialion of the enme, but also the cxoi- 
bitanl. inairiagc cxpcndilinc ns the chief molnc that 
prompted them to it. Whntcvci weight piidc of birth ori- 
ginall}* ma) have had. or still ictained .among them, they 
did not hesitate to account foi their unnatui-al conduct 
on the other principle “Pay our daughlcis" mai jingo 
portions and they sh.all li\o,” ■uas, accoidmg to Bidiop 


• Of the extent to T\liich thn jindc 
of birth nml niutuil nr.ilrj* rcillj 
corned, llie followint,' ( strict from 
Kiycs "Life and Corrcsimiidcncc of 
Lord Afctcalfc" will nCTord n Flntmij 
illustration Sir C Metcalfe (m 181 J), 
while Itcsidcnt at Delhi, w as instrueled 
to luqiurc into the Jiiatnniouinl con- 
nesjons which were formed between 
tlic Mogul pniiccs and the daughters 
of the Itmpoot Kaiahs On the infor- 
mation of the Jondporc Ynkcel, whom 
he desenbes ns a "most respectable 
and wcU-mfonned old man,” Sir Charles 
thus writes on the subject "It was 
first proposed to the Itnjpool Itnjahs 
to form a connexion with the impcnal 
family by takuig in marriage imperial 
prmccsscs , but tbis proposal was re- 
jected, os sucb a communication would 
liavc polluted the blood of tbo Eajabs' 
famdics, and would have been utter 
abomination for ever , they were glad 
to effect then: escape from so alarm- 
mg a danger by sacnlicmg theur own 


daughters, who were considered ns 
dead from the tune of their couiiCMon 
with the emperors After Ihcirohad 
been onec broken by the fonnalion of 
a coniicMon of tins kind, it came to be 
considered a custom, and censed to be 
olycctionnblc A connexion with llic 
emperors avas tliouglit desirable for 
poblical purposes, and the rivalship 
of the Tlnjahs of Jycporc and Joud- 
porc made botli occasionally press for- 
w.ard with their daughters, each being 
jealous wlicn such a connexion was 
formed by the other Ncvcrtliclcss, 
the daugfitcrs avcrc considered dead 
and gone, though their posthumous 
luflucncc was an object of desire to 
tlicir fnUicrs ” — (Vol i pp dlG, 417 ) 
TIius policy Inumpbed oacr pndc, and 
saved the lives of a few Itajpootana 
rinccssesj who must otherwise have 
cen sacrificed m infancy, for there 
was httle hope that the nval liouscs 
of Jyepore and Joudporo would yield 
to each other that admission, of eguality 



CO IlAJPOOTAJfA AIO) SIAIWA. 

Eovml Elates, led Mr TVilkuison to loot -mth little favor 
on ttc coercive system vrluch tad been adopted m Kat 
tyavrar , to vras induced to put more tulh in tte efficacy 
of measures of a sumptuary nature, and to a general ele- 
vation of tte moral cliaractcr by education. Ho dednrod 
his conviction that “ formal rcntmaalions of the practice 
by the rajahs and chiefs were not likely to pro\ e by any 
means efficient for the cvtmclion of the practice,” and 
that “ penal enactments not supported bj pubtc opmion 
were a dead letter ” To Mr tVilkinson, thctcforc, is the 
anil infhnlicidal movement indebted for the first sugges- 
tion that sumptuary measures should be mtroduced in 
combination mth tho*e of a coercive character 
It has liccn remarked that the nval Hajpoot chiefs of 
the more important state", such ns Odcyporc, Jvcporc, 
and Ajmeer, vied with each other la clrummg supc 
noni) of birth and rank From the csislcnco of thii 
feeling a new dilficullj nro"c, which was scarcely known 
among the Jarcjalu", who were all of one race, and among 
whom the relative degrees of rank were consequcnlh 
more defined and recoguLcd So great, honcicr, was 
the jealoiLy of these mol Ilnj)>ool chief", and their 
reluctance to inicrtnam, that it bec-amc necessary to 
nmoic, if i>o 5 .ihle, this feeling at the outset, m order to 
ensure the co-opi ration and the example of the duels 
thnii elve , f, r the take of giving full ilfivt to the inea 
tures among tlwir respeclte i clansmen. 111111 tins a lew, 
Mr ilkinsoa urg’d them, and euccessfollv, to enter 
in o an ngrwment among them elves to the clfcct that no 
Tajpaj r' tiuM pile a i!au,,hn r m roamage into, or re 
Cvivc I a" from, nuv dsn or hou e which would not 
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pledge itself to reciprocate siicli alliance wlien re- 
qnii'ed.’*' 

The opinion formed by hli\ Wilkinson in favor of a 
system of sumptuary arrangements appears to have been 
fully concuiTed m by the several officers who subsequently 
. held official connexion widi the Eajpoot States Of 
these, the more active were Colonel Sntheiland, Captain 
Thoresby, and Captam Ludlow. 

It would appear that these Eajpoots candidly avowed 
not only the perpetration of the cnme, but also the exoi- 
bitant marriage expenditure as the chief motive that 
prompted them to it. Whatever weight pride of birth oii- 
ginally may have had, or still letamed among them, they 
did not hesitate to account for their umiatimal conduct 
on the other principle. “Pay our daughters’ mamage 
'portions and they shall hve,” was, accordmg to Bishop 

* Of tlie extent to whicli this pndo daughters, who were considered as 
of hath and mutual nvalry was really dead from the time of their eonnexion 
earned, the following extract from with the emperors After the ice had 
Kaye’s ."Life and Correspondence of been once broken by the formation of 
Lord Metcalfe” will afford a strilang a coxmexion of this kmd, it came to be 
illustration Sir C Metcalfe (m 1814;), considered a custom, and ceased to be 
while Resident at Delhi, was mstmoted objectionable A connexion with the 
to mquire mto the matnmonial con- emperors was thought desirable for 
nexions which were formed between pohtical pnrposes, and the nvalship 
the Mogul prmces and the daughters of the Rajahs of Jyepore and Jond- 
of the l^poot Rajahs On the infer- pore made both occasionally press for- 
mation of the Joudpore Vakeel, whom ward with their daughters, each being 
he desenbes as a “most respectable jealous when such a connexion was 
and well-informed old man,” Sir Charles formed by the other Nevertheless, 
thus writes on the su^ect “ It was the daughters were considered dead 
first proposed to the Rajpoot Rajahs and gone, though their posthumous 
to form" a connexion with the imperial influence was an object of desire to 
family by taking m mamage imperial then: fathers ” — (VoL i pp 4:16, 417 ) 
prmcesses , but this proposal was re- Thus policy tnumphed over pnde, and 

i ected, as such a commumcation would saved the hves of a few Rajpootana 
lave polluted the blood of the Rajahs’ prmcesses, who must otherwise have 
famihes, and would have been utter been sacrificed m infancy, for there 
abomination for ever , they were glad was httle hope that the rival houses 
to effect their escape from so alarm- of Jyepore and Joudpore would yield 
mg a danger by saenfiemg their own to each other that admission of equahty 
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ECTcral stales, led Mr Wilkmson to look •mth little favor 
on tlie eocravc system ivliich had been adopted m Kat 
tyawar , he svns mduecd to put more Cuth in the efficacy 
of measnres of a sumptuary nature, and to a general clc 
ration of the moral character by education. He declared 
his conviction that “formal rcnuncmtions of the practice 
by the rajahs and chiefs ivcrc not likely to prove by any 
means efficient for the extmction of the practice ” and 
that “ penal enactments not supported bj pubbe opmion 
trero a dead letter ” To Mr TVdkmson, thcrcrorc, is the 
anti inCintiadal movement indebted for the first sugges- 
tion that sumptuary measures should bo introduced in 
combination vnth tho«c of a coercive character 

It has been remarked that the rival Unjpoot chiefs of 
the more important stale*, such as Odeypote, Jyeporo, 
and Ajmeer, vied ivith each other in clauning supe 
nonty of birth and rank From the cvutenco of this 
feeling a noiv difficulty nro*e, wliicli was scarcely known 
nmong the Jarejah*, who were all of one race, and among 
whom the rclatiic degrees of rank were consoquenlK 
more defined and recognised So great, lioucicr, was 
the jealou'y of these mal Rajpoot chiefs, and their 
reluctance to intermarry, that it became nccea-aty to 
rvmoie, if po* ible, this feeling at the outset, in order to 
ensure the co-opi ration and the example of the cliiefs 
thm elvi , fir the fake of giving full cfficl to the mca 
fun 1 among their respecln e clanimen. "W ilh this new, 
Mr Milkinon urg'd them, and fuccc*sfully, to enter 
in 0 an agnemenl am mg them elvii lo the cfTect lliat no 
T aj[ vj fhnulj giK a diu„htir m marrm„i into, or re 
O' ire o-e from, nn\ clan or hou c srhicli would n'l* 
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pledge itself to recipiocate sucli alliance -wlieii re- 
quu'cd.^ 

The opinion formed by 3\Ir. Wilkinson in favor of a 
S 5 ’'steiu of sumptuary arrangements appears to bavc been 
fully concuned ni by the several officers who subsequently 
< held official connexion with the Rajpoot States Of 
these, the more active were Colonel Sutheiland, Captain 
Thoiesby, and Captani Ludlow. 

It would appear that these Rajpoots candidly avowed 
not only the perpetration of the cnme, but also the exoi- 
bitant marriage expenditure as the chief motive that 
prompted them to it. Whatever weight pride of birth ori- 
ginally may have had, or still letamed among them, they 
did not hesitate to accoimt for their uunatmal conduct 
on the other principle, “Pay our daughters’ mainage 
portions and they shall hve,” was, accoiding to Bishop 

* Of tlic extent to •wLicli tins pndc dnughters, who were considered ns 
of birth nnd mutual nvahy was really dead from tlie time of their connexion 
earned, tlie foUowmg extract from with the emperors After the ice had 
Kaye’s "Life and Correspondence of been once broken by the formation of 
Lord Metcalfe” will afford a striking a connexion of this kmd, it came to be 
illustration Sir C Metcalfe (m 1814;), considered a custom, and ceased to be 
while Resident at Delhi, was instructed objectionable A connexion with the 
to mquire into the matrimomal con- emperors was thought desirable for 
nexions which were formed between pohtical purposes, and the nvalship 
the Mogul pnnees and the daughters of the Rajahs of Jyepore and Joud- 
of the Rmpoot Rajahs On the infor- pore made both occasionally press for- 
mation of the Joudpore Vakeel, whom ward with them daughters, each being 
he describes as a “most respectable jealous when such a connexion was 
and well-informed old man,” Sm Charles formed by the other Nevertheless, 
thus writes on the su^ect “ It was the daughters were considered dead 
first proposed to the Rajpoot Rajahs and gone, though them posthumous 
to form" a connexion with the impenal influence was an object of desme to 
family by taking m marriage imperial them fathers ” — (YoL i pp 4;16, 417 ) 
prmcesses , but this proposal was re- Thus policy tnumphed over pnde, and 

i ected, as such a commumcation would saved the hves of a few Rajpootana 
lave polluted the blood of the Rajahs’ prmcesses, who must otherwise have 
famihes, and would have been utter been sacrificed m infancy, for there 
abomination for ever , they were glad was httle hope that the rival houses 
to effect them escape from so alarm- of Jyepore and Joudpore would yield 
mg a danger by saenfiemg them own to each other that admission of equahty 
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Ilcbcr,* the reply of Bajpoots to Bntuh officers ■when 
remonstmted -mth. Now the men m -whom the pohtical 
management of these states was at that time vested were 
not disposed to adopt the plan suggested, nor to admit 
the principle even to the extent to which it had been 
sanctioned m the formation of the Bombay Infimtiadc 
Fund , at the same tune, tho confession of tho Bajpoots 
gave them a duo to tho root of tho evil of which they 
were not slow to avail themselves They nt once traced 
this system of extravagant mamago expenditure to tho 
mterested mflnenco of thoBhftts and Chdransf (of whom 
mention has been already made m tho first chapter) , and 
that mflucnco they sot themsdvos steadfast)) to counter 
act 

It was onco suggested to the Bombay Government, wo 
think by hlajor Jacob, that ns this dass of men were the 
chid cause of such enormous sums being expended nt 
marriages, some restriction should be put on tho demands 
of this mpaaous fraternity To this tlie Government 
objected, lest such restncUon fhim excess should impl) n 
recogmtion and sanction of the prmnple itself Tho Baj- 
pootana officials resolved on trying another plan for oi cr 
throwing this system of mendicancy intliout nnj nlln 
Sion to the extortion of the o harpies, tlic) induced the 
Bajpoots to enter into an ngreement among tlicm'clvcs to 
reduce the whole rate of marriage expenditure, ro that in 
no case thould it exceed one-tcntli of the annual income 

CT r-renm-y t-w’TtJ b l r».ri- ) Cir*ib r PU 

r-iul •b'i) »» irltjc fir'll cf ■ 

tttJy. s l= f o — »cb I U n»-nfJ »- » • -V 

c-ortAfi to li< mt-fi rvTJir- H ti H-l 1 

• ttir 
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of tlie bride’s father. On this reduced sum there were 
so many claimants in the bridegroom’s family that but 
little was left for Bhfits and Ch.^rans. The domestic 
or village bard might still receive some tnile as a 
“ guerdon,” 

“ To pmsc the hand that paid Ins pains,” 

but there was no longer any spoil worth the gathering to 
lure the tioops of “ foreign” vagabonds. 

This plan was hrst put in force by Captain Ludlow, 
m tTyepore; and the example of that state was gladly 
followed by the others. They were all eager to emanci- 
pate themselves from the tyi’anny, and to be fiee of the 
tax of which they had so long been the victims. And 
thus the influence of men who had been the terror of 
Eajpootana was thoroughly broken down.*^ 

In the heart of Eajpootana, surrounded by the races of 
high-caste Hmdoos, of whom we have been speaking, is 
a race called Mairs, an abbreviation of the name of the 
district they inhabit — Mairwarrah, or “ the region of 
hills” — ^who are proved to resenible the Eajpoots, among 
whom they hve, in their infanticidal habits An accoimt 
of this people should more properly be introduced in a 
subsequent chapter j but them geographical position, and, 
moreover, the measures adopted among them for the sup- 
pression of this cnme, seem to connect them so closely 
with this part of our narrative, that they may not inaptly 
find a place here. According to Colonel Tod, the historian 
of Eajasthan, the Mans are a branch of the M^nas, one 


^ Kaye’B A dmim stration of the East India Company, p, 676. 
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of tlio alwnginal tribes of India. The successive con 
(Quests of the Hindoos and tbe Jlahomedans have dnven 
tbcm from tbeir native plains to seek for skelter among 
tkc mountnm fastnesses, wliere tkej have succeeded in 
e^pmg tie yoke of those earlier conqueror", and in de 
fjnng the more recent attacks of the ncigkbourmg Mali 
raltas Thf perpetration of tko crime of infanticide was 
fust discovered to oiost among tkem m 1827, by Captain 
Hall, whoso official position m that district gave him the 
opportumty of dctectmg it, and an influence whicli ho 
most prudently cacrcisod for its suppression Among 
these Jlairs, ns among their neighbour Hiypoots, the ex* 
pcndituro of enormous sums on tho mamngo of their 
daughters may bo regarded as tho most powerful motive 
to this inhuman custom. Tct there was a remarkable 
dilfercnco between tho two systems Among tho Itnj 
poota tho main c.xpcndilurc lay on the father of the bnde , 
whereas among tho hfairs it was on tho side of the bnde 
grooms family This expenditure was regulated by a 
universally received scale of payments, which, however 
exorbitant, was rctnmed ns sacred and unalterable The 
Itajpoot, ns wo have seen, had to pay for a husband for 
his daughter , the Mnirwarmh father had to buy a a if, 
for his son. The one, then, Ic t he should he unable to 
mam and portion his daughter worthiK , the other, le>t 
his should be left unmamed becau'e no one n ns jire pared 
to pay the high pnee set on her — both murdcreel themm 
infancy to avoid ihc n«lc of dt«gTaia. In Mninrnrrab, 
Colonel Hall labored for many va-am to cheek tht« prai 
tre He tried a timplc plan, adapted to a f unph miiuUvI 
rao lie pomted out the folly of regarding ns racrvul 
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and inviolable those exorbitant marriage pa^mients under 
wbicb they weie groaning Those rates had been volun- 
tarily adopted at first, and might at any time be reduced 
By such arguments he induced them to convene a general 
Punchaynt,'^ or meeting of them “ Council,” and to draw- 
up a greatly-modifi.ed scale of marriage payments. They 
did so; and (to use the words of one who twenty yeais 
after succeeded Colonel Hall,f and witnessed the lesult 
of his system) “ thus Infanticide received its death-blow 
in Mairwanah ” 

^ Tills Tvord literally means fire, sist, oi wlncli constitutes a “ quo- 
tbat being Ibc number of membcis of rum ” 

u hicb tbcir councils generally con- f Colonel Dixon’s Mairwarrab 
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CnAPTER V 

tTioatt la 4,iiWQUCB- 

P-tcgnl— LiUlc ottrnipt nuJc Icnrorl* «TijijTTt?ilBS l^o cno« afltt I>[iactint 
renxjnl to Dombar In coeac<jii«tcc of cdsclcw «-ar>— Vgim brooi^bt to 
B U« hj ^^r ThomwB at \jimsbar— Mr H Mwjl;;oirm Itcn bb 
njtint aflcnrvrls to •utrateof Mbhabad Jiwr)rmJ the tnmo to b« jrw 
ti'eJ Irr Rajpooti on the Rtmi troBUer— \il plcJ eaJ tctj jodtcrju tj 
eppLcU e jptem of npotMitoo with gtrat 9QCCt«i— ObbJneJ n rrtnnl for 
a Ralr << who tuJ grtaily a.dcJ h«n— IjTcctJ of ilr MontgocifTj • hlcrnn 
iliU TUjble ifl tU AlhhaVui dutnel 

Wmi "Sir Duncan, ^*•ho tlisco\crcd tho existence of 
fcnialc infaiiticitli nitiong the Knjt oomar Ihj|>ool*, no'ir 
Bonarc^, ^\c ln\c pn ed over to the e^tcru I'n sitlcntn, 
l > irtix ihu suc^L ivc mea'.uroi v'liif'li during nft\ \ctr3 
\ ca I'll 1.11 to supjin ihn enme ninong the Hajpooli of 
]valt\'i\'''ir and Culth nnd tho < of Mahvn and B ij 
\ mu nns return to D n„nl, nnd txaimno 

a”1m pMjn. < ihi ino\cmcnt, t-luch r all) had ilfon, m 
m thi Pr id n v nm! dunn^ tli p ri )J r Iirh h\i 
<lij d in'* iIk trm f* r of Mr Dmirmii pluhnihroju'' 
lal 'V* loBjtidiu r n* rrl} fjrtt jean the suhj i of 
t n t » 1 i\ ha I coinpar uivtl) n> jiLci tn 
il jun d uf llu B- n d IV 1 1 ir , < r th< oi 1 1 f the 

1 il fin'll Tnf-\ n » O ll. lUbb cHl I t > I tin \-. 
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hare been able to discoYer tlie issue, in 1804, of a 
proclamation prohibiting it, which was afterwards noti- 
fied under the oideis of the Bainilly Coiut of Circuit, 
dated 30th September, 1809 
Yet, 111 drawmg any comparison betiveen the efforts 
which dinmg that interval weie being made in Bombay, 
and the seeming inactivity which prevailed in Bengal, it 
should be boine m mind that it was a period m winch 
the former Presidency lay well-nigh becalmed in a sea of 
peace, which only the lessening billoAvs of some distant 
convulsion occasionally ruffled, while the other was the 
centre of eveiy such political convulsion — the Maelstrom 
of warfare and intrigue. Itweie enough to mention that 
between the days of good Jonathan Duncan at Benares 
and the peiiod at winch the subject of infanticide was 
renewed ui Bengal, the names of Wellesley, Lake, and 
Ochteiiony had become part of Indian histoiy; that 
Scmdiah and Holkar had disappeared from the pohtical 
stage of Central and ISFoith- Western India , that the klah- 
ratta and the Pmdarree had sunk beneath the iveight of 
that power which they had drawn down upon themselves; 
that ffom Benares — ^m Duncan’s day a recently-acguned 
possession — ^English arms had been carried successfully to 
the banks of the Sutlej , that the throne of Akbar and 
the imisnud of the Mogul had been mvoluntanly, yet ir- 
resistibly, absorbed into the vortex of Enghsh rule ; and 
the name of England had found its way to the Holy City 
of XJmritsui, and made her influence to be felt at the 
gates of Lahore 1 When it is remembered that dunng 
those forty years of progress new conquests had to be 
consolidated, new coimtries peaceably settled, and new 
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Bubjects concibatcd, it -mil bo tbo less ivondorcd at tbnt 
Bengal tvas bebmd the sister Presidency in snlTcnng even 
■o inbuman a enmo as tins female infanticide, so secretly 
and Eubtdely perpetrated, to escape notice. 

The revival of tlie subject, boa ever, adcr so long an 
interval, is connected ivith the name of one to ivho'o 
memory, revered as it so jnstlj is by all clas'cs for his 
many acts of public benefit and of true Clinstian pin 
lanthropj , the humble chronicler of the nnti infantiadnl 
movement maj bo permitted to offer a passing tribute of 
respect The ready encouragement and co-opcrntlon 
■which Mr Tliomason gave, as Lieutenant Goicrnorof 
the Lorth IVcst Provinces, to every effort for the sup- 
pression of this enmo, is proclaimed in vanous offictal 
documents, but ivc behevo it is not so generally known 
that ho It was to whom Bengal is really, though indi 
roctly, indebted for again bnnging the subject forward 
In the year 183C, Mr Thomason, while magistrate and 
collector of jVzimghur, first had his attention directed to 
the prevalence of this custom, and his zeal kindlfd for its 
suppression lie found it to be practised by the Kaj 
]>oots of the Baec , Rughun.ee, nnd Gowtum tnbes, who 
resided chiefly on the borders of the Oudo temtora 
Among a body of Rajpoot*, numbenng some ten tliou and, 

" not a single daughter ms forthcoming ” The inanm r 
m which the Cictwas brought to hii notice is so intire I 
ingl) dc*cnbcd by him, that we giie it m Ins own word 
" I do not think it is generally I nown that tin homhli. 
pracliC' so cricn inU pnvnil* cwtn at our own dwf" 

1 mwclf di cO"wrcd u newlmtalK whd tngagd iti n 
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Vising tlie settlement of the Pergunnali, and encamped in 
that veiy ‘ Tuppah’’^ (of Kooha). In convei’sation with 
some of the Zemindais, I happened to mention one of 
them as the son-iii-lawf of another. The mistake raised 
a saicastic laugh, which was explamed by the brief ex- 
clamation of a bystander • ‘ "Where will you find a 
daughter in Kooha ?’ Liquuy once roused, the truth 
was palpable. They freel}^ admitted the piactice them- 
selves ; and it was a matter of notoriety ”J 

These Baees Eajpoots of Kooha, hir. Thomason says, 
“ are a fine, manly, independent lace of men. Theie aie 
few whom I have seen of more prepossessmg address. 
Their tribe have formed of old high alliances, and they 
have served on regal establishments . . They, of 

course, pride themselves on giving their daughters in 
mariiage only to the members of ceitam tribes on an 
equahty with themselves, or them superiors. Matches 
are difficult to be obtained, and attended with great ex- 
pense, which they can ill bear, and are almost certain to 
cause the ahenation of the whole, or a great part, of then 
hereditary lands Hence the birth of a daughter is con- 
sidered a most serious calamity, and the unfortunate 
infant is very seldom spared ” 

In deahng with such a crime, he justly observed, that 
“ as it arises out of them social state, a pohce is power- 
less for its correction So long as the society m which 
the perpetrators of the crime move can tolerate and pal- 

r 

* TuppaBj sub^3^vlSloa of a district J Extracted from a letter of Mr 

t We have already remarked that the Thomason’s to the Agra Government, 
relationship of a father-in-law imphes dated Eeb 12, 1836 
inferiority, and is often a term of scorn 
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hate Btich cnormitic?, tbconlpo^cr must fail to prevent 
or correct 

nis hope was to chciJw it rather by the exercise of 
personal influence and reasonmg than b\ any s^stcm of 
coercion , and he was most fortunate m poiscssing as his 
Tchsccldar, or chief native revenue officer of that ilis- 
tnet, a man who was eager to co-operate witli him and 
to further his humane efforts, and hy his aid the enme 
appears to have been partiall} arrested. So highh did 
^Ir Thomason approaatc the services of this man, that 
on his recommendation Government prcscntcil him with 
n KhiUut, or dress of honor, to marh their approval of Ins 
conduct 

Jlr R Montgomery, of whom mucli mention will 
ho made hcrcaflcr, was at that time assistant to Jilr 
Thomason, and was thus Tint brought mto contact v ith 
this inhuman practice, and firbt imbibed tliat zeal for its 
abohtion which has sub cqucntK marhi-il his judici d 
career In 183^ he w'as appointed to the magi' racs of 
AUaluibad, and when entering upon an cxaminatmn of 
hi5 nev dutnet Ins attention was mturall^ direc od tt> 
tlu-j poinL TIic GOLtincc of the prurtice in the I’l r 
gnnnnli Barra 1\ mg on the liordi r* nf the li< vrah t ni 
torr was coon brought ti light prrrailinj^ to u 
fnghtful extent amoUf. three IvajjK ) inb- i I’urlm 
CiUchwa , nnd Ih louna U« pn>rrf-h'<l n‘ o*’'' to 
the "'■^nnah, an I a mhh I ih 1 f'vU cf th dt “ n a 

fniiln » hopm^ tin b p ua n ati I « i\ • t x i u Ik 

micht indue*' tl in tj nhinu h tl pw ^ ir f I 

lu:^ thn oi no c'-ad h d rrmi- It irv n \) i 

ini.a -rv 
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“ In tlie first place,” lie says, “ I appointed a Cliiip- 
prasee^ to reside in eacli village, wliose sole duty it was 
to report the birth of a female child in the famihes of 
any of the above classes of Rajpoots , I also bound the 
Gooraitjf Chowkedar, and midwives, under a heavy 
penalty, to report separately each buth at the Thannah, 
the foiu thus actmg as a check on each other; I directed 
the Thaunadar, on the death of any female mfant being 
reported, to hold an inquest on the body, and afterwards 
to transmit it to the civil surgeon for examination I 
associated the Tehseeldar with the Thaunadar, m ordei 
to ensm’e a more efficient siipeniitendence , and promised 
them both handsome rewaids, if I should be heieafter 
satisfied that they, bytheu jomt efforts, had put a stop to 
the horrible practice 

“ I am happy to state that, as far as I am able to judge, 
the method I have pursued has been attended with per- 
fect success It IS only two months since the plan came 
mto operation, and of four female infants that have smce 
been born, three are alive.J 


^ A Cliupprassce literally means a 
man wearing a badge, tbe common 
name of a messenger 

t Aa inferior village constable or 
runner Chowkedar, a watcliman 
t One died, and as this one was 
killed m the usual way, by adtmnis- 
term" the juice of the mndai plant, 
Mr Mont^merj details the pahicu- 
lars, m order to show that his arrange- 
ments, so far as he could judge, had 
been successful m brmgmg the murder 
to hght 

"The infant was bom on the 10th 
of December, a report of which was 
immediately made to the Thannah 
The Jemadai was deputed to see the 


child, and on his way met the midwife, 
who was also commg to report, she 
returned with the Jemadar’s party, 
and, on hfting up the cloth under 
which the infant was lying, they found 
it dymg , the midwife demared that a 
few hours before she had left it strong 
and well, and that it must have been 
poisoned. The parents affirmed that 
its death was caused by locijaw, they 
were immediately taken up and con- 
veyed to the Thannah, together with 
a slave girl who hved m the house, 
and the body was sent to the surgeon 
for examination. The slave girl at first 
demed all knowledge of the affair, but 
at last confessed that the mfanffs 
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“ As I learned that the practice prevails in 

the Eetvah tcmtoiy, and that some famihos have left 
Barm in order to escape our pohee, I addressed a com 
mumcation to the Rajali on the subject, and he has pro- 
mised to do all m Ins power to put down the practice 
I would suggest the Government should also bring the 
subject to the notice of the Rajah ’ • ' 

The state of Ren ah, here referred to, u a small mdc 
pendent principality on the Bundelcund side of the 
Allahabad distnct It was then reported, and is still 
bebeved to be, one of the greatest obstacles to the elRc 
tunl working out of nnj system of compulsion or es- 
pionage for the suppression of this practice, bemg one of 
those “ sanctuancs" for the cnnio (to mIucIi allunon Ins 
been alroadj made) into whicli the Rajpoots wife retires 
when far advanced m pregnanct, and returns with or 
without a child, ns she has been delivered of n boy or n 
girl 

A )car lalcr 'Mr Moutgoracr) fa}«, “I ani Inpp) t> 
be able to report llint tlic enme of mrintiadu \ fait tlu 
crcving III 13irra- nicrc arc now fourteen female clu! 
dreu alive, \'‘liibl lo^l I onl} rc|>ortcil throe 

“ ria. grt-ak l \igilanci. nquimi, and 

on m} Uvicc m tbt iVrgunnab Mar, \ 
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most particular m looking into and inqumng aftei the 
airangements I had made for puttmg it down 

Agam, m I^’ovember, 1842, hlr Montgomery leported 
fuither piogiess, that, although the ciime appeared to 
be far moie pievalent than he at fiist imagmed, the 
number of gnls then preserved amounted to twenty- 
eight ; and he expiessed his belief that, “ now that so 
many gmls aie ahve, the minds of the people aie be- 
ginning to get reconciled to the custom of spaiing them ” 
and he entertained gieat hopes that there would for the 
future, mth ordmary care, be httle dilficiilty in suppiess- 
ing it altogether f 

In Azimghiir Mi Montgomery had been one of those 
deputed to piesent the Khillut to the Tehseeldar, and 
we now find bun dehghting to brmg to the notice of 
Government one Taboo Smgh, a Chundele Eajpoot^ an 
inhabitant of the Pergunnah of Burra, to whom he was 
indebted for the fiist information regarding the practice 
of infanticide, and through whose exertions he had been 
able to make so much progress towards stopping it. 
“Taboo Singh,” he said, “is a poor man, and has fol- 
lowed out his plans with a degi’ee of perseverance and 
energy quite uncommon to a native, and apparently 
without looking for any return His life has been in 
danger several times from the inhabitants of the different 
villages, who threatened hun with death if ever the op- 
portmuty is afforded them ” Bemg a very poor man, 
a similar present to that received by the Tehseeldar of 

* Extracted from tlae Annual Police nussioner of the Allahabad DivisioDj 
R eport for 18tl dated Nov 10, 1812 

f Letter to R Lowther, Esq , Com- 
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Azungtnr srould Imvc been comparatiTcly saluelcjs to 
bun, tberefore, at tbo suggestion of Jlr MoDtgomei7, 
Gorenunent presented Taboo Smgh mth 500 rupees — a 
lar more substantial and acceptable recogmtion of bis 
services 

To Mr Montgomery, tben, u duo tbc honor of having 
agnm brought the subject of infanticide to public notice, 
after the long obhvion mto ivluch it had been suffered to 
fall , and of instituting measures which (to u«o the words 
of the able author of “ Notes on the North Mestem 
Provinces") “ bear the praelical stamp which has marked 
all the proceedings of that distinguished public ofUccr ” 
In them wo sec the fruits of that insight into the c.vi«t 
cnee of the cruno which his ongtnnl msociation inth 'Mr 
Thomason liad imparted to him, and of that roil for its 
suppression which, when once aroused, lias nevLr been 
allowed to slumber TIic sub equent his orj of tho'i 
measures wo Iiaxc not the means of following up, 
but that thej have not been without lasting effect, we 
gladlj mail our'ches of pennusion to adduce the tc'ti 
mony of the present magistrate of Allahahad,* v ho ai < 
“Mhcu Mr 'Mont^omerj umkrtool the mcasurv^ifi male 
children wiTC unknown, mid then nr,, noweb i uponii 
humlre'd, from fourteen \eam do\ award 

• ’! II C -at, t 7 res 
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CHAPTER YI 

rrroKTs in •\t\MooiitE 

IJic rnmmc of ]S3S — Ii‘; Iiorrors — Rs cni'cls for good — Founation of oqiliaii 
school r( Sccnnd'o, and Gr<.nt G.ingcs Cinnl — ^Lid lo disco\cr\ of fcnnlc 
uifiulicidc among Clioinn ILij pools ol ^Rnpoorcc — Mr II Uinvjii, the um- 
gi'^initc, ndojiis a system of nispcolum — Gnnddmiglitcr bom to the old 
llajah of iMviipoorcc — Success of measures — System extended lo neiglibour- 
uig (bslncts — l!>Ir Charles R uKc-j succeeds Mr Unum — ^.VRacks marriage 
expenses — Holds a mccfin:: at hiuuaon — Persuades the Rajpoots by sclf- 
Icgislaliou to reduce rates of marri igc expenses— Undert ikes to secure them 
from Binds and begg-irs — llolds.alirgci gathering — The Mjnpoorcc meet- 
ing for all neighbouring Rajpoots— The reduced scales eagerly adopted— 
Grateful acknowledgments of Giijadhur Singh — ^.11 Mr Thomnsou’s solicita- 
tion prepares the "Letter lo the Rajpoots” — Is appomted Commissioner of 
Lahore 

Tnc year 1838 is mcinoiable in. the annals of India for 
tlie ravages of a famine of unprecedented severity in the 
Upper Provinces In a country 'wheie, notwithstanding 
the partial prevalence of irrigation from wells, so much 
depends upon the weather, where “ the former and the 
latter rain m their season” are the mam soiiice of vegeta- 
tion, a drought is a calamity which cannot be averted or 
piovided against When it comes, it brings in its tiam 
famme and death. Such was the dreadful visitation of 
1838. Natives died 'of starvation at the rate of ten thou- 
sand a month The very rivers were choked up with 
the bodies of the dead. Mothers were known to consign 
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their children ahvo into a wntcrj grave, that they might 
ho spared the agony of -mtnessmg the death struggles 
from hungcrTrhich they could not alloviato. Others ircre 
eager to sell them for food to satisfy their ovm craving* 
In short, the horrors of that Cimmc, save only that it 
lacked the further inisoncs of tvnr, boro no faint resem 
hlancc to those of that judicinl \ isitation which devastated 
the “ hemmed and famishmg Jerusalem " 

Dunng such a season all ordmary public duties were 
of necessity in abcvanco. Kutcherccs* w ere closed for 
•want of smtors Jleu were more eager for food than for 
justice The magistrate suspended, for the time, liis 
judicial and fiscal function , to become the almoner of 
public bounty among the tens of thousands tint srcrc 
ponslimg around hun 

Tlicn was icnCed that Lastem proverb, “Adiiriiitj 
is like the penod of the former and latter rain — cold, 
comfortless, unfricndlj to man and beast, jet from the t 
come the fiower and the fruit, the date, the ro t, and 
iwmcgranatc "f Tlial famine avas the teed time of a 
Chrutian musion Ihrcc hunda'd and fift\ cliildian 
whom that famuic had orphaned, found a hoini. at fx 
cuiidra, that tomb erected bj the gaat ALbiruvir hi* 
Chrutian a-ifi. was conaerted into an nsjlum f r tlirir 
rieeption, and there iho e “brands plutl cd from ih 
harnin„" foniied the nucleus of n Chn'tian cohina ami I 
the rums of Moikm pndi } 
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To tins famine, loo, may be Uaced the coiistruclion of 
that masterpiece of ongincciing talent ^vlt]l 'vslucli the 
names of Thomason and Cautlcy aic so eminently con- 
nected — the Gicat Ganges Canal , a'svoik -which, in gian- 
dcur of design and -wisdom of purpo'^e, thiows into the 
shade all, even tlic gicat cst, ivoiks of the j^rahomcdaii 
emperois; one -which, humanly speaking, has rcndcicd 
impossible the rccuuencc of such a famine in that distiict ,* 
foi though the heavens maj’’ be for a lime shut up, and 
the clouds -withhold their rain, yet so long as the “ eternal 
snou's’rest on the IIimala3-an heights, and the Indian 
sun retains his po-wei, the stream of the Ganges can never 
fill; its sno-w-mcltcd ivatcis -will still flow on, and, brought 
down through this bioad channel, will be dispersed over 
the length and bieadtli of the parched Doab,t and even 
m tunc of drought “ the land will give hei increase.” 

But there weie other beneficial mcasui-es, though not 
of such vastness or importance, of moie immediate effect, 

• to which this soie visitation gave rise. It brought the 
magistrate into a closer inteicourse -wnth Ins people , he 
did not wait for the poor to brmg their feuds and their 
complamts to him, he went to them to find out their 
wants; visitmg them from village to village, he obtained 
a deeper insight mto their real circumstances, and as his 


school at Sccimdra, near Agra Tlic 
female school attached to tlic Hurdwan 
mission, may he Iicrc mentioned ns 
hemg of somewhat similar ongm A 
desolating flood, followed by a fever 
of great seventy caused hy the miasma 
from the receding waters, depopulated 
the villages around Burdwan , the poor 
homeless orphans, thus left destitute, 
were collected together, and made over 
to the charge of the missionanes , and 


thus arose a Christian girls’ school, 
where all former efforts to educate 

S is at all had proved unsuccessful 
us IS good brought out of c\ il by 
Hun who " makclh all thmgs for lum- 
Eclf” 

f It properly means the country of 
the “two rivers,” tho Doah “par ex- 
cellence” 13 that tract lymg between 
the Ganges and the Jumna. 
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OTTii cjc traced tie ravages of lammo in their stnehen 
home«, lus "heart became more keenly alive to their 
necessities 

Among the many discovcnes ■whidi resulted from tins 
system of close personal investigation during the years 
follomng the famine, the one -which more cspeaall} comes 
under our notice -was the Ihghtful prevalence of the enmo 
of lufantiade in the Mid Doab. ^Ir Unwin, tho magis- 
trate and collector of MjTipoorcc, was the fir^t to bnng 
this to light. It Iiad been considered desirable to ascer 
tain how far tho population had been niTcctcd by tho 
famine, and, with the view of taking n census "'Ir Unwin 
determined to toko ten villages m each I’crgunnah, and 
selecting one houso in cacli of thc«o viljago?, to count in 
person cverj head m it In so doing (to me his own 
^\ord3), “ I ob erred -what previous mfonnation had Kd 
me to cvpcct, that no nnglc Cliohanco (fcrmlc Chohan), 
young or old, was forthcoming ” 

The FU«piaon of ‘foul play" thus ni to obtain 
proof and to mpprc's it -was Unwins immednte re- 
-oUc lie at once, mid on his own rv^por ibihtv, t Ji 
bli hod a *y*t«.m of -wntchful in«pi.iUon T lio villa- 
v“\tcUman was to i\potl to tb yKilwu •^iMion ilw Inrtb of 

ry ft male OuM n jK»be*mnr\ wai to m it ll f' h m 
and i » her forilu ilh a month of cr tin. lu dtb 1 1 ih 

child ^ ai to b** n.p*?rted, if anv illn" i nita ’ < 1 h r a 

fup* r p- he mj'^c r wa t > f 1 - an 1 n jv' i to tl 
mapi and if ih- rl Ud dn 1 un h r n ijrr r of 

lu l nx t, th- b d\ W'vs I »l>» f t- i rn-i ni t i to t* 

end ur C’on 

- j> and 5 aiureallc a it -rj' -r n 



EITORTS Eir My3!n?OOEEE. 


79 


possible to evade , and tlie result was, that Cboban girls 
began to appear in villages and families wbeie before 
the bu’tb of one bad never been knovm. An event soon 
after occurred wbicb sbovT-ed beyond question tbe reality 
and extent of tbe success wbicb followed these measures. 
Tbe account of it, as given by Mr Raibes, m bis interest- 
mg bttle work, “ Notes on tbe Nortb-Western Provmces,” 
IS bigbly mterestmg “There is at Mynpooree an old 
foi tress, winch looks far over tlie valley of tbe Eesum 
river. This has been for centmies tbe stronghold of tbe 
Eajabs of l^'Iynpooree , Cbobans, whose ancient blood, 
descending from tbe great Pirtbee Paj, and the regal stem 
of Neem-rana, represents la creme de la creme of Raj- 
poot aristocracy. Here, when a son, a nephew, a giand- 
son was bom to tbe reigning chief, tbe event was an- 
nounced to tbe neigbbourmg city by tbe loud discharge 
of wall-pieces and matchlocks But centuries bad passed 
away, and no infant daughter bad been known to simle 
witbm those waUs 

“ In 1845, however — thanks to tbe vigilance of Mr. 
Unwm — a bttle granddaughter was preserved by tbe 
Rajah of that day. The fact was duly notified to tbe 
Government, and a letter of congratulation and a dress 
of honor were at once despatched from bead-quarteis to 
the Rajah ’’ 

This recalls to our mmds tbe slmdar honor conferred 
on tbe Rajah of Murvee 

Such a recogmtion on the part of Government set the 
seal of authority to measures which received then oiiginal 
force from the personal influence of Mr Unwm, and the 
effect was wondeiM. In 1843, not a smgle female Cboban 
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infant ivns to be found in the distnct, in 18-15, filly "even 
had been saved in the following year the number was 
trebled, and by 1851 there were one thousand four 
hundred and eighty girls hving under siv j ears of ago 
The good work thus begun by Jlr Unn m in 3Iyn 
poorco was soon taken up m some of the neighbounng 
distnct"" In 1849, Hr E. II C Monckton introduced it 
into Etawch, and persuaded the Thakoor families^ b\ 
their heads assembled in Puncimjait (or counal), to un 
dertake the abolition of the practice One of the forms 
of agreement then entered into is gnen ns a specimen ,* 
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and it is a somewhat remarkable one, as utteily ignoimg 
the existence of the custom, and at the same time prohi- 
biting it under seveie social penalties, it also contains 
for the first tune, we believe,' in the Doab, a direct allu- 
sion to the lumous system of nianiage expenses, and a 
voluntaiy deteimination to bring about their i eduction 

This phase of the movement, which was fii’st presented, 
as we have seen, m Bajpootana and Maurwairah, now 
began to attract more notice hlr. Bobmson, the Com- 
missioner of Agra, m reportmg tlie measures that had 
been adopted m the distncts of Mynpooree and Etaweh, 
thus records his own opmion . 

“ His Honoi (the Lieutenant-Goveinor of the Noith- 
West Provinces) is well awaie that the mam mcentive to 
the practice is the enormous expenses that are by custom 
thrown on thejparents when a daughter is married , and 
I really beheve that a law protecting the people from 
these expenses, and, under the cloak of the power of 
Government, saving the disgrace that attaches to refusmg 
to incur those expenses, would be gladly received by tlie 
people ” 

Mr Charles Kaikes also, who had succeeded Mr 
Unwin at Mynpooree, took a somewhat similar view. 
To his practical mind, the most tangible, as well as the 
most powerful motive for this atrocity, appeared to be 
the system so generally prevalent of exorbitant marriage 

ther, and to this arrangement lie mnst tte decision of the arbitrators or head 
consent , and tliat -whenever the girl’s men, as to amount of dower ” 
father receives a proposal from the Tins form of agreement is eopied 
boy’s father, he should immediatelj from Mr Baikes’s Notes on tlie North- 
declare that he is wiUmg to abide by West Pro-vmces, p 26 

G 
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cxi>ondilura His opmton, however, differed from that 
of Jlr Ilobin«OD as to the best mode of dealing with this 
cnL no 'N\ as disposed to look more favomhly on the 
Eomptumy measures which resulted from “«clflogula 
tion,” than on tho®o onginalmg in, and dcriMug their 
nuthont} Dxim, Govcmracnl enactment^. 

Taking such a new, he, as it were, struck out n cour^ 
of action for himself, which ho pursued ngorously and 
5ucccs5rull3r in the ^lynpoorcc distnct, and sulnequontl}*, 
ns we «holl see, in the Punjab 

His first attempt to put this srstem into force uas at 
Siimaon, m the end of 1851 Uc iDMtcdnll llio leading 
Chohnn Rajpoot^, headed by tho Rnjah ofMynpoorce— 
in uho'c hou«o a second daughter had b) that time been 
saved — to meet togctlior m Ins camp at Sumaoii, for the 
puq>o«o of discussing the subject Tins meeting tool 
jilncc on the 12th of lso\cmbcr, 1851 It w thus dc 
scnly^ by Mr Rnikc^ • 

“I told the a.v'mbb that I came among t them with 
no dc^m to e\cra«e an) nutlionty o\rr tlicir coniultn 
lion and tint whil I I would itll them m\ own opinion, 

I woul I nl o gi\c them rv<rj a*: i tnnct m camiiiL, out 
their orn % n v,f 

‘The meeting nniltc<l in the drawing up of th fd 
lot irg et of rv olulion wlu^h were rt^me*! b\ tip 
Unjah nn 1 e\ en incmln'r of the a emhU ” 

IKri f How 1 the f »rm t f m^nt, rhi h c m i ’ d 
i f fuur r*'-< lutn n , to thi « ffcci 

1 Tlic inama^-* ex|Kr i \ «r>. to b ri'^uU r t hy 

I * 1 t f « W ILT -t r < I II '■ 
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a rate tlien agreed on, according to tlie grade of tlie 
parties. 

2nd If tlie father of any marriageable damsel chose of 
Ins own Will to give more than the sum prescribed 
for his grade, weU and good; but if tbe father of any 
youth demanded more than the specified sum, he was to 
be remonstrated with, and, if he persisted, he was to be 
put out of the “brotherhood,” because, from his own 
avarice, he was bunging dishonor on the father of the 
damsel 

3rd The insolence of Brahmans, Bhfits, Baibers, and 
others, who abused people for not spending large sums 
at maiiiage expenses, bemg the cause of needless profii- 
sion, it was resolved that, should such msolence or abuse 
be offered, they would seek redress from the magis- 
trate. 

4<th. To prevent needless expenditure in crowded pro- 
cessions, only a moderate number of persons were to be 
invited, according to the grade of the parties. 

Mr Baikes then proceeds m his letter: 

“ I beheve that this attack at the cause which leads 
to infanticide will succeed better than any more duect 
attempt. 

“ Knowing the Thakoors as I do, I fully expected that 
they would receive with attention any suggestion I might 
make, but I was by no means prepared for the enthusiasm 
j with w^hich these resolutions were carried. I am not 
generally sanguine as to the effects of engagements taken 
1 from the people by authority; but if you had witnessed 
the zeal with which these Bajpoots entered into the work 
of self-legislation, I believe that you would not think me 
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over sanguine ivlien I ciprc«3 n belief that much good 
may come of their present resolutions The rc«crTt 
Tvhich generally attends anj reference to famili subject 
was quite foigotten m the indignation ivith n-hidi the) 
recurred to the absurd price (under the pretence of 
dower) put upon sons by the tribes who laho their 
daughters in mnmage 

“ It 13 obvious, in a matter of this sort, tint a combined 
effort must be made to secure success, and, from the 
spirit of the people, I am verj «anguinc that buccc*s is at 
lost abnost withm our grasp " 

Jlr Tyler also, the Commi'sioner of the Agm I)i\ ision, 
to whom this letter was addrcsserl, took the deepe t in 
tcrest m this movement, and uns \crj desirous of tvlend 
mg It. IVith this end in \icu, he agreed, on Mr Italics a 
proposal, to visit Mj-npoorcc and cffccl a gathenng of all 
the Bnjpoots from the ncighbounng di tticts of \gra, 
Etaweb, Furuclabad (Futtcgliur), and Putkaln, with 
those of JI} npoorec. Dus meeting tool plod on tin ith 
of December, 1851 It is one which, ns giving a molt 
pubhc and formal ratification of the stepa tnl en at tht 
first and comparatively local meeting of Sumnon, oceupii 
to important a po mon, and is to frequently n firtt d to 
m the tub cqucnl lustorj of the movement, tint n full 
account of it avill not Iw without intcn t 

Few who have had occaioii to travel from Cawnpiii 
to Agra vail have faded to iiolico tin little oa is win h 
presents It tif in that dr irtofdu L Ahoutc iie hundn I 
miles from Caw npjrv, and t vintv short of Vgra i i tl 
banks of the nvir 1 ■ un, surruundid with n h I jhi -■ 
nud virdute, u tlw civil t alion of 'Urie^s) ic In tl* 
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midst of the large and handsome public buildings for 
secular use, the eye at once detects— a sight too rare m 
Indian civil stations— a Christian house of prayer, as 
perfect an English “ village church” as India can boast. 
Its "w ell-prop or tioned tower nsuig amid the surrounding 
trees, canies back the mind to some peace&l hamlet in 
Old England, and the charm is strengthened rather than 
dispelled by the correctness and beauty of the whole 
budding 

This picturescpie spot was the gathermg-place of all 
the neighbourmg Kajpoots, who had been invited to dis- 
cuss tlie Smnaon measuies for riddmg themselves of a 
custom fraught with so much misery and crime. A few 
days before, some of the more distant chiefs had come 
in, and pitched their camps in the shady mango groves 
of Mynpooiee 

On the morning of the 5th of December, the usually 
quiet little station was full of life and bustle. All began 
to make for the place of meeting, which was an open 
space adjacent to the Court-house. There were proud 
Eajahs with their iinposmg cavalcades of elephants, 
camels, and hoisemen, there were Talookdars (large 
landed proprietors), and Zemindars (smaller proprietors 
or village-holdeis), on horseback or m palanquins, with 
then smaller retmues, and a goodly array of poorer, but 
scaicely less proud, Hajpoots, m humble vehicles or on 
foot, all eager to take their pait m the proceedings, and 


prayer, liavcbeeEreeen%(mtluii three 
other) raised to the 

III ihc ^^?Salherat!^^ynpoorce Judicial Bench ui the Sudder Court 
pelf had cSrf 
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to reap their tharc of the benefits which wen. hoped for 
from BO wise a pohey 

Everything socmed to promise most favomhij, when 
a difficulty arose whidi had well nigh scattered to the 
winds all tho labors and hopes of the assembled mngis 
tratos, and deferred to an mdefimte penod tlio nccom 
plishment of this good work, whicli, too, would have 
made Its future accomplishment all the more difficult for 
tho present failure. Xo sooner were they all imutcd to 
bo seated m tho tents provided for them, than all their 
community of interest in the suppression of a common cnl 
ivas m danger of being lost in tho feelings of mutual 
jealousy and nvalry, snth n Inch each one claimed for 
hunsclf tho first place m the as*cmblj There n as no 
“ Garter King at Anns" to expound the laws of prece 
donee , no seneschal who 

lloir to u i *a ibtir nsi. dae 

Jforcover, the unaoiimt) of Oto meeting furthrr 
cntl'ingcrcd by tlio un^''clcomc prt cnee of n 
nnmed Poke Pal Smgh, ^ ho came to rcpri>«t nt a Paj^vh 
v*hosc litlc to that rankcoultl not tmctnl to tfn fotm 
Inm of Kajposjt lionor» but Imtl Ucn ohl'^lnctl ihrou It 
fftvor of tho Corap‘\n\ To a pla*^ nmmg 
Eclvca to one t\ho him elf ncilh r Chohan, 1 ihton., 
Budlnrcn, nor c\on Kuch>niln, nnd onU th^ nfr nt 
tiNC of a nomiml ^'lj^h, more tliau tli hatij hit 
Jiiji bom 1 ajpo-j thu d« c* uJ mt of the Sun nc 
Aloom* ^ prepare 1 1 / to JIo) tur, I 

* n U Uj i f- t t J 1 

m t c r"i i .. 1 V u. 
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tact, tliese obstacles were removed , and the chiefs, who 
bad broken off into small groups to give vent to tbeir 
mdignation, or bad retired m lugb dudgeon, were 
gradually pacified, and were induced, by appeals to tbeu’ 
pobteness, to reassemble and take tbem seats in tbe tents 
provided for them, without much regard to ordei or 
rank. 

“ Tbe scene,” says a writer who witnessed it,^" “ was a 
very gay and an impressive one. Most of tbe chiefs bad 
splendid robes, either of cloth and gold, or biocade; 
their attendants clustered round with arras, silver sticks, 
and cbowries. There was the boy Eajah of Mynpooiee 
on one side, just commg mto life — a hfe, too, in his case, 
promising many cares and some dangers, on the other 
side was another Chohan chief, the old Eajah of Pur- 
tabneir, looking already hke a mummy, but wrapped up 
in shawls and brocade. Then came Poke Pal Smgh, 
and close by him , lookmg veiy haughty and somewhat 
disgusted, remarkable by his quamt comcal head-dress, 
was the manly young Eajah of Eampoor, the chief 
Eahtore of these parts ” 

In the midst of these, as they sat around, stood six or 
seven local magistrates, with Mr Tyler, the commis- 
sioner, at their head, assisted by all the leading native 
officials of the district. 

Por three long hours did these gentlemen go about 
among them, explaining, answering questions, meetmg 
objections, until they had succeeded m persuadmg nearly 
every Eajpoot present to affix his signature to the agree- 

Quoted m Eaikes’s Notes on tlie Noith-West Provinces, p 39 
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ment— “ tLe charter of their unborn children.” Snch a 
sight conld not foil to strike the ns^embled Hajpools. 
“ They might ivell” (as says the same eyc-intncis) “go 
home and tell their famihes that though the government 
of their country vras m the hands of forei^'^*'%^it ivos 
earned on none the less by men whq^ 
strangers to their ivants nor mit nVmni 
ness.” i 

Thus ended the hfj-npoorco mv 
It, hoivover, spread far and mde, 
good which has resulted from it 
mine Some of its effects were immcr 
Cnptam Erskiuc, who was the Su^ 
tlie Eajpoots of tliat «tatc request 
opomto in the object of the raecmi 
toiy proof that thereby a great ua 
was coming o\cr the minds of I 
'’lund in a statement made to Mr i 
ialookdar (or large landed propru 
Singli, who lived m a remote j 
came up to hlynpooree to evp' 
great benefits whieli he Iiad 1 
regulations at the recent > an i 
Tins statement is *0 ^ a n,i 
long, It IS inserted iii full 


“ Chentticr of II 
“ I was pn ent at the me 
informed vour Honor of the 
Tiour Honor npln 1 


niece 
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the maniagc ceremony, I was to give you the details of 
the transaction. Tins account I now render at your 
request 

“ In confonnity to tlic condition of the engagement, 
no pievious conveisation (as has hitherto been customary) 
took place between the father of the bridegroom and 
myself upon the dowiy, although, the bridegroom’s fatlier 
being rcsidont in Gwabor, I did not conceive it possible 
that he would have allowed the marriage to take place 
without my settling a dowry on my niece. 

“ When I informed linn of the details of the engag-e- 
ment, and the an’angement of Government relative to 
Rajpoot inaiiiages, he, with much satisfaction and many 
assurances that he consideied the conditions of the en- 
gagement beneficial to the Rajpoots in general, acceded 
to the maiiiage without reference to the dorviy. I, ac- 
cording to my means, willingly gave the bndegroom’s 
father, on the day of the ospousval (Suggun), and on the 
day when the nuptial gifts (Zeeka) were presented, four 
himdred inipees in cash, with three horses and a camel 
I also gave two hundred inipees m cash, and two horses, 
on my threshold (Duiwaza), and one hundred rupees 
nr cash at the moment of givmg away my nrece (Kuny- 
adan) 

“ By your favor and kindness the marriage expenditure 
amounted to only seven himdred rupees, and the bride- 
groom’s father was pleased. Another ceremony (Raisin 
paldug), which generally costs five hundred rupees, I 
dispensed with, not considering it necessary to expend 
money on it 
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ment — “ the charter of their unborn children ” Such a 
Bight could not fail to strike the nssomhlod Hnjpools 
“ They might -well” (as says the Bamo oyc-intnefs) “ go 
home and teU their famihes that though the government 
of their country was m the hands of foreigners, it iras 
earned on none the less by men ■who ■were neither 
strangers to their ■wants nor mdiflercnt to their happi- 
ness” 

Thus ended the Mj-npoorco meeting Tlic report of 
It, however, spread far and ivido , and the amount of 
good ■whioli has resulted from it tunc alone can deter 
mine. Some of its effectswcrcimmodmlelj felt Through 
Cnptnm Erskino, ■who was the Supenntendent of Jaloiin, 
the Rajpoots of that «tato requested to be nllowcd to co- 
operate in the object of the mcctmg Another satisfac 
tory proof that thereby a great moml and social change 
was coming oier tlio minds of these Rajpoots, is to be 
found in a statement made to Sir Raikcs b\ nuinlluentinl 
Tnlookdnr (or large landed propnetor) named fiujadhur 
Singh, who bred in a remote part of the di«tnct, and 
came up to Jlmpoorcc to cxprc's his tlnnhs for the 
great beiitfits which ho had himself denied from three 
regulations at the recent mamagn of n niece 

fins slatcmtnt is «o chamctenstic, that, though nthcr 
long. It IS inserted m full 

‘ Chenfher nf (he Poor, JIait ! 

“ I was present nt the meeting of the Rajp>) , an 1 
informed jour Honor of the inlcndiil maniaa uf mi 

iiicco 1 our Honor nplicd that, after the compic na rf 
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tlie marriage ceremony, I was to give you tlie details of 
tlie transaction. Tins account I now render at your 
request. 

“ In conformity to the condition of the engagement, 
no previous conversation (as has hitherto been customary) 
took place between the father of the bridegroom and 
myself upon the dowry, although, the bridegroom’s father 
bemg resident in Gwahor, I did not conceive it possible 
that he would have allowed the marriage to take place 
Avithout my setthng a dowry on my niece 

“ When I informed him of the details of the engage- 
ment, and the arrangement of Government relative to 
Rajpoot marriages, he, with much satisfaction and many 
assurances that he considered the conditions of the en- 
gagement beneficial to the Rajpoots in general, acceded 
to the marriage without reference to the dowry. I, ac- 
cordmg to my means, wilhngly gave the bndegroom’s 
father, on the day of the espousal (Suggun), and on the 
day when the nuptial gifts (Zeeka) weie piesented, fom: 
hundred rupees in cash, with three horses and a camel 
I also gave two hundred rupees m cash, and two hoises, 
on my threshold (Durwaza) , and one hundred rupees 
in cash at the moment of giving away my mece (Kuny- 
adan) 

“ By yoin favor and kindness the mamage expenditure 
amounted to only seven hundred rupees, and the bnde- 
gioom’s father was pleased Another ceremony (Raisin 
paldug), which geneially costs five hundred rupees, I 
dispensed with, not considering it necessary to expend 
money on it 
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“ The above arrangements have been effected by the 
fand intervention of Government (t e the magistrate) , 
and the marnage has taien place mill htdo expense, 

“ In former days I apent 17,000 mpees (1700/ ), be- 
sides the gilt of horses, on tho mamage of my sister, the 
heavy expenses of tvhich still distress mo. 

“At the marnage of my sister, tho Bhftts and Fugeers 
made a groat disturbance, and annoyed mo much On 
this last occasion tho Thannadar, at my request, gave 
his assistance, and by his authonty manj BliAts ivcn. ex 
eluded. I presented to a fow old Bhilts ten or lireire 
rupees, and sent them nivay happy Tho father of the 
bndegroom, too, ivas not subjected to annojiineo bt the 
Bhftts. Formerly, tho whole doivrj that ho rcccii e<l was 
spent upon them , but this time lie did not gi\ o anj thing, 
and the dowry ivas so much gam. 

“ Thoro 13 ono circumstance for wliicli I am mon. 
mdobted to jou than for any other Jjndness — iix., tho 
discountenancing and prcienling the custom formerly in 
practice among tho Bliuts, of carrying and dancing about 
dolls fixed on long pole**, and the filthy terras of ahu c 
often applied by them to the parents of tho y ouiig rouph 

“ 11 liat Mas requisite 1 hale intiruatcd to yeiu 'lay 
the sun of your pro^penti and gooil fortune conlinu' to 
shme. 

“ Tlio petition of your liunible tenant, Ko-mwar 
Gujadhur Gingli Dated 20lh June, 18A2 lluu ah 
Ourasur, Ifuitufabad.” 

In order to Iccp nine the fixlin,. thiii an u d, and 
to dis tminatc still inoia avid< li the pniinp' » of tli 
IhniKioreo rcgiiblioii , Mr Im! t , a’ l’>r >'i itn ' i of 
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!Mr. Tlionva'^on, Lioutenam-Govrnun- ol’ the Koilh-\Vcst 
Plomhcc'^, diow up a LcKoi on the subtccl, aihlie'-scd to 
the tYholc Ivaipoot lace of India. It pnhlislu'd in 
Ilindcc. and thouMiuP of ci^picv ot it. '\vcic ciicnlnlrd 
thionghout. tlic pun inrc'^ “ It imut tie judged of” (^avs 
a iviitci in the Bcn.uos !Mnga/inc ibi dime, 1852), “not 
by Eiuopoan. but by Onental rules of coiupo‘'ition, and 
as addressed to incu wlio, thougli soldieis I)} tirofession, 
•were mcie children m intellectual dcxclopiuont.’’ It is 
so rcniaikvablc; as presenting a body of good English 
common sense, clothed in Indian idioms, and adapted to 
Indian ideas, that nc shall cxtiact hugely Iiom it,*' ns 
being the best cxpoaitiun of the nliolc bcaiings of the 
question AMth nliich A\e ha\c met. 

Indeed, the llindee oiiginal, of which tliu is a lalher 
free translation has been pionounccd by the best scholais 
to be a model oi idiomatic ad(lic<^s. 

“ TO Tiin KAjrooTS or india. 

“ This Icttei IS Aviilten by me, Chailes Ivaikcs, Magis- 
tiate of Mynpooicc, to the Mahaiajahs and Eajahs, and 
men of lank and landed piopeity, of the Kajpoot race 
I ask you to lead, examine, and imdeisland my letter, 
and act upon my advice. 

“ Ohjecis of the Letter. 

“ In the ancient records of the Hindoo race, such as 
the Mahabhaiuth, Pntee Raj Raism, Alkund, Bikraui 

^ It was llie composition of a native, object, in fact, {javc the form and 
to Tvliom ilr KaiLcs suggested lus sulRcct-mailcr, wlucli his native friend 
ideaSj and explained Ins meaning and embodied 
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Bilfls, and other annola, the power, valor, and generontj: 
of the Hajpoot races arc frequently cdchratcd. 

“ At the present tune, too, theu royal possession', 
renown, and courage, are well known. 

In short, the famo of your raco has spread far and 
wide. 

“ I have known yott long and hked yon well, and am 
acquainted with your customs , no wonder, then, if 1 
wish yon happmess and prospenty But without ques 
tiomng your good quahtics, I must remmd you of one 
great fault m your habits. 

“ Ton spend vast sums of money in mamagocvpcn'cs, 
and the consequence is, many diicfs have been ruined, 
and from nch men ha\o become beggars 

“ It has given me mneb pain to sec ancient families 
thus destroyed by foolish c-ttravagance, and thrown into 
perpetual povert) 

“ I proceed to remind you of the onls of profu .'0 ev 
penditurc 

“ The Ectia of Trofnaton 

‘ It IS a sad act of foll^ to throw nwnj upon n lenipo- 
rnry gratification money wbidi has been olilnined not 
without labor and indu'trj , money which might add so 
much to \our own comfort, nnd to tlie a i mnci in 
difficult times of your relatives aad fnend" 

“ To make a bonfire ofyourgoods m onler to mcrea “ 
jour dignity, or to give your wealth to mmurili nnd 
bcggnis, 15 like the act of the drunken man who, In onl' r 
to 1 cep his clothes in greater *ecunti, tat i' limn cut of 
his hou c nnd puts them in the oven 
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“ Think of this : 

“ JBrodigaUty cmises Itimi. 

“ Again, the man who borrows money to squander it 
on flatterers and parasites will soon lose both his honor 
and his property. 

“ Consider the debtor’s case. Penniless and poverty- 
stricken, every man looks upon him with contempt. No- 
body trusts or honois him, and when his wealth is gone, 
he spends his days in remorse. He is like a bee robbed 
of his honey, who mbs one leg against the other regietting 
lost sweets. 

“ The worst of all is, that after the prodigal is ruined 
his former flatterers who eat his substance pomt at him, 
and say, ‘ Look and see what comes of dissolute hvmg ' ’ 
Such is the way of parasites 

“ ‘ Whilst plenty remains, they cat and gnn, 

But run from the house when Imngcr comes ui ’ 

Let not wise men then, for the sake of the passing ap- 
plause of interested sycophants, thiow away the haidl}’- 
camed acquisitions of laboiious yeais. 

“ To be piovident is the pait of a sensible person ; to 
be impi evident is tlie mark of a fool. 

“ ‘ The good man acts, but (hmks before , 

The fool reflects when action’s o’er , 
isdom to beauty lends a grace , 

But follj a\ cars a sullen face ’ 

^‘■JjOSS of Land 

“Perhaps some of my Ihijpoot rcadeis nin — 

‘Honey is but dioss, I liavc spent it, and vill earn 

inoic’ Xol so fast, ni} fneiul. !Mind, if >ou lose} our 
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money, yonr land docs not go after ft ‘Wlica you have 
spent your money, and dissipated yonr other property, 
the chances are you Tvdl come doivn upon yonr land It 
13 an old saymg — 

" ‘When the bed brcala »c fall npon the grotmd. 

“TVhen once a tnato for profuse expenditure has come 
o^ver you, then away you go to some banker, and pledge 
or sell ^ our land to hiuL Alas I your land 1 That land— 

” On uhleh Toor gnindnres ihtd their blooil, 

And chcfUQfd lonp tbnra^ frost or flood 
The bnd which lent tou titled f-une 
And marked too with the RaJj>oot s name t 
'Whero etandi joor («ther*t castled bomr 
‘Where lake* m ith lotos half o c rorown, 

‘With trcmbltBff •mOe giro back the Irrta 

Thai gUiten in the mwiOnj brtcre 

Where ihaded wed, mhI word dome 

Alike nnund too, "Thn is Home P 

The Usd vludi to Its frattfol hmst 

Ten Ihoosaad hnsg Dps has prrst 

And fed with eocntleo roparrd »U>m 

The tnt (hat creqn the bird Ihst imrs 

Whence BotJer nmn or humWer bea'l 

6tiU cron ibeir ueier failmg feast 

N*t Tvld yoor pone ttrarcririd jenrlrcalh; 

Cat llakoor keep joor lana UTl dnlL 

“A Thakoor without land is a Chakur, and, remom 
her, when once ) our land is sold to nnotlicr, thepunJm or 
will say to Iiimsolf — ‘Thi^ Thokoor liolongs to the Iitid, 
and will slick to it if po ibtc, wc mini put him tmt of 
the wa) \ndcuihcflbrts wiUbcinntlo (ogi t n‘l of the 
former riwncr that the Thakoor, if he mn t i into nii 
ante hole for ixfugc, mil be obliged to fl) thi cuttnln 
Then th former thu f ill liavt to #■ »un(l Im o\^ prai 
If, bv good luck, ninlynh l>rho\r lum to lx* n *l lnVi>jr, 
lie ma) gel two ruin <-• n month nnd turn ‘ onl rli ' nn ! 
do rvll sorts of diny worJ I Imo n s‘r.riri of pu h 
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Tliakoors, wlio eat the bread of penitence. But it is too 
late They might as well water witlieied ciops, or run 
aAYay after the highway robber lias earned olF all their 
property. 


“ Some Aecoimt of the Jj/oils emieed hj Mohs of Beggars 

at Weddings. 

“ Owing to the sums squandered on mamage occasions, 
hundreds of Bhtlts, Jagas, and other vagabonds assemble 
and woiTy the weddmg-folk (z e the parents of the bride 
and bndegioom) for money. Eich men manage somehow 
to satisfy these harpies, but as for poor men, they are 
dnven to then’ wits’ end 

“If the beggars are not satisfied, they get abusive, 
make up efiSgies,’^ and tlunlc nothing of calhng the mar- 
riage master a knave, or a rogue, or worse names stiH 

“ I will now tell you how these beggars killed a man 
the other day. 


More about Beggars 

“ Last year, in my district, a lespectable man was 
about to give his daughter m mamage He had paid ah 
the customary fees to the best of his power, and had not 
forgotten the beggars But when wiU such -wretches be 


* These harpies, when a wedding is 
to take place, assemble from all sides, 
some commg ten or fifteen coss They 
take up their post outside of a vfilage 
the night before the procession sets off 
from a bride’s house , when that comes 
by, every man amongst them, every 
foUowei of theirs, and every horse’s 
foal, and even every dog, must be 
fed to the amount of a rupee If 


the bndegroom’s father demur, he is 
hustled, laid hold of, has dust thrown 
upon him, until at last he compounds 
by a considerable payment If he fail 
to satisfy the Bhats, then a bundle of 
rags IS made up mto an effigy, named 
after the master of tlie wedding party, 
stuck on a spear, and, with blackened 
face, exposed to every msult See 
Report, p 10 
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satisfied? They began to press the unfortunate innitor 
of the feast, Tvho declared ho had nothing left to gii-c 
them These stonj -hearted mendicants ivould take no 
demal, and at last they murdered the poor man, be 
eause ho could fee them no longer 

“In that house, instead of a nodding, then, was a 
funeral 

“And these vile beggars had a rope tied round their 
•waists instead of a purso full of money Thej were 
dragged away to the magistrate, and arc in gaol to this 
day 

“But think of all the misery here caused by tin, 
nbominablo custom of squandering money at wedding'' 

" IrotQ lnr« joti maj eipttt bitln frait 

“Now, if )0U, the heads of Rajpoot fomihc^s would 
unite to put down these bid customs, U would bo ci s 
for )OU to do 80 A wise man ^nll not bear a gnovimc< 
whicli can bo remedied A wortlij man discnininalc^ 
between good and cmI , he rejects the c\il and choo < 
the good- 

“ I ^\ ill no^ tell j ou what the men of m\ district lia\ l 
done to reined} the practices nbo\c mentioned ^ 

After lIiM follows an account of ih* motling at 
maon, and the copj of the ngrx'cminl, and hov. iK 
ngn^mcni was ratified nt the M\*njK>orcf meeting with 
an nllu ion to the onaent records rc spcctinj^ J} i ‘^mgh s 
meaiun.*, and iho i more recent ones of Colonel Hall a 
Mairwarrah, the fub lance of which hn b<\nn I' 

gistn m its proi>cr placx 

riie letter then conclud< 3 m tl • f'll vinginan(«r 
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“ The Ending of (he Lciicr, 

“And now I innsl conclude tins letter But first I 
may tell ) on that the Ilonoiable the Lieutenant-Governor 
was pleased to express Ins approbation of the lesolutions 
drawn up at the lyiynpoorcc meetings; and Icttcis were 
addiessed, to expicss Ins ironoi’s satisfaction, to the 
Bajah of Purtabneu’, the Kajah of Bampooi, the Kajah 
of Mpipooiee, and Kao Bhowance Singh. 

“ Aciicular older has since been issued in this distiict 
of Mynpooiee by the inagistiatc, that all Bhfils who crowd 
and press upon the Avedding processions more than is 
agreeable to the parlies concerned, shall be removed by 
the police, and the Bhals hare been registcied and ex- 
horted to give up beggiug, and lake to honest labor. 

A Tariing Word of Advice 

“It remains now for you to whom this letter is sent, to 
address youi’selves to the work of reform. I hope that 
you will carefully read over the resolutions to which so 
many of ^’’om' brethren have agreed, and decide to take 
similar engagements upon yourselves, if opportunity 
offers Thus your honor and good name will be mam- 
tamed. 

“ If not, Thakoors will become beggars, and beggars 
will become Thakoors Be wise, then, unite together, 
and with one effort dispel the evils which beset your race 
It may seem hard at first to break through long-esta- 
bhshed custom , but when once you fling off your fetters, 
the countless blessings of liberty will appear ; you will 
be esteemed the hberatom of your race , and of one thing 
you may rest assured, that wherever the British power 

H 
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satisfied? Tiiey began to press tbo unfortunate master 
of tbo feast, ivbo declared ho had nothing left to giic 
them These stony-hearted mendicants would tale no 
denial, and at last they murdered the poor man, be 
cause he could feo them no longer 

“ In that house, instead of a weddmg, there was n 
funeral 

“And these vde beggars had a rope tied round their 
waists instead of a purse full of money The) wen 
dragged away to the magistrate, and are in gaol to thi* 
day 

“But thini. of all the misery hero cansed b) tin. 
abommablo custom of squandering money at wedding* 

” From bitter trttt jou may ocp«t IsttcT £nut 

“Now, if }ou, the heads of Rnjpcwt fnmihc^, ■nouhl 
unite to pat down these bad customs, it would be ca \ 
for ) ou to do 80 A wise man wll not bear n gncmnct 
whicli can be remedied. Aworlh) raon discnininalc ^ 
hotacen good and cnl , he rejects iho evil nnd choo i 
the good. 

“ I w ill now tell > ou what the men of m} dutnet ln\ c 
done to rcmcilj’ the practices ttbo\c mentioned ” 

After this follows an account of the meeting at Su 
raaoD, and the copy of the ngTwmcnt, nnd how il 
agreement was ntificd at (ho M\*npoorv.e uirclinf with 
au oUiLion to the nnacntrcconh rc^pectmo Tyi Singh r 
meaning, and lho*c more recent onc-i of Colonel HnU a 
^fnirwarrah, the mb lanccof which hn Ik c*» U 

gi\cn m Its proper place 

The letter then concludes m the fdlontio u anf'* r 
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TJie JEnding of the Letter 

“ And now I must conclude tins letter But first I 
may tell you that the Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor 
was pleased to express his approbation of tlie resolutions 
drawn up at the Mynpooree meetings ; and letters were 
addressed, to express his Honor’s satisfaction, to the 
Bajah of Pmi;abnem, the Eajah of Eampoor, the Eajah 
of Mynpooree, and Eao Bhowanee Singh. 

“ A circular order has smce been issued in tins district 
of Mynpooree by the magistrate, that all BhMs who crowd 
and pi ess upon the wedding processions more than is 
agreeable to the parties concerned, shall be removed by 
the police, and the BhMs have been registered and ex- 
horted to give up begging, and take to honest labor. 

“ A JParting Word of Advice. 

“It lemains now for you to whom this letter is sent, to 
address yourselves to the work of reform. I hope that 
yon will carefully read over the resolutions to which so 
many of your brethren have agreed, and decide to take 
similar engagements upon yourselves, if opportunity 
offers Thus your honor and good name will be mam- 
tamed. 

“If not, Thakoors will become beggars, and beggars 
will become Thakoors. Be wise, then, unite together, 
and with one effort dispel the evils which beset your race 
It may seem hard at first to break through long-esta- 
bhshed custom j but when once you fling off your fetters 
the countless blessings of liberty will appear , you will 
be esteemed the hberators of your race, and of one thing 
you may rest assured, that wherever the British power 

H 
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extends, your efforts 17111 bo encouraged, nndyourmoUves 
will bo appreciated 

“lljuporee, Angoit, 1652 ” 

Soon after the publication of this letter, a call to a 
higher post removed Sir Raikes from Jr 3 mpoorco to the 
Punjab, but the flame ho had kindled among the Chohans 
ivas sedulously fed and kept alive by his gnccc.''Oia 
Although Tvo arc unable here, os m the jVllnhabad mea 
Eures, to trace the onvrnrd steps of this movement, ivo 
rejoice to bo able to announce that, m the end of ISIS, 
there ivcro 2530 Chohaneo girls aliie where, m 18-12, 
“no emglc Chohaneo, joung or old, was forthcoming" 
“I never go" (says the present mngi'tratc, Mr Cocks), 

“ into a Chohan i lUngc, but the fathers bring mo their 
girls to look at, and seem proud of having them " 

In the preservation of thc«« little ones may Mr Haibcs 
find the realisation of his mo«t sanguine hopes, and the 
welcome ossumnee that his “flaut reinamctli." 
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CHAPTER VIL 

rrroRTs rs* rar aor\ jdistricis 

Agra — M Gubbms d)sco\crs llic cnmc among tlic Bl«i(Ionnh Enjpoots—* 
i,nforccs a most rigid s\slcm of sunciilmico o\cr suspccfcd villages — Pre- 
sen! s medals <o daughters reared m suspeeted families — Success apparent— 
Its pcrmnncuc} doubtful 

BErOEE pioceedmg to trace tlie subsequent labors of 
]Mi'. Moutgomciy and !Mi Eoikes among tbe various 
“ daugbter-slaying” races of the Punjab, wheie, by a 
happy combination, the 5 ’''were bi ought together in 1853, 
•we aie happy in having to notice another mstauce of anti- 
infanticidal zeal in the Agia Divisions. 

3Mr Martm R. Gubbuis, "who ■was magistrate of the 
Agra Distnct,’^ had his attention directed to the exist- 
ence of this crime •within his juiisdiction m the beginning 
of 1851. He •was informed, he says, by one Syud Abdool 
Hakeem, at that time manager of the Maafeef estate of 
the Rajah of Bhudda'wur, that in many villages comprised 
in that Rajah’s jagheer, “female mfanticide •was noto- 
riously practised to such an extent, that scarcely a girl 
■was ever allowed to live ”$ This mformation was hilly 

* Every division, under its com- + Maafee means "free or exempt.” 
missioner, is subdivided mto distncts I See Selcetions from Records of 
under their respective magistrates and Government of North-West Provmces, 
collectors No 16 , containing the very valuable 

H 2 



rn)ui? HiFakticide 


lUU 

confirmed by the most cxpencnced native officers of the 
distnct, Tvhom ilr Gubbms consulted on tbo subject, 
and from tbeir concurrent etntements it appeared that 
the prevalence of the inhuman custom in some quarters 
was a matter of notonctj 

Anxious to canj his investigation to the fullest extent, 
Mr Gubbms adopted the following plan, as the one whicli 
seemed to him most hkcly to elicit the truth A^Tiilc 
marching through the Pergunnah of Bah Pinnahut, the 
one in which it nos represented to him that the enmo 
Tvas most prevalent, hi^ practice was to summon a few of 
the leading Zemindars of the neighbourhood, and, calling 
them m soparatclj into his tent, to them by hi< side, 
and to take down their depo mon*, m the nh<en<x of 
others Some of the informnlion thus ohtamcil was 
most valuable One man pointedly observed “In llic 
Albhcjn villages the cxisicnco of the enrac can be prov ed 
bj the fuwncjs of the daughter* If they do not kill 
them, what has l^ccomc of them?” Another, wlun 
asked particularU wlkihcr the Konvrur clan of Uhudo* 
nabs killed their female infants replied, “ I nrver In ar\l 
of lh< mamage of a daiig.lit*r m nrij of the Kunwur 
Milages, I llRrefore upj>0'« that ihej kill them” A 
third wli n pn. •d with qu r> ganlin th'^nput^d 

praeticc among vanou* clnns clr> >1 ihf'subj with thu 
nmark Sir m> of ilwvdlv^ it u m or 

Ic**, wbal i tU u of fittih r que i C xmi tl 
Ik>) and girl , and )‘ni cand -tT l» ih' qu'- » m 

Tlic recall o'* lUn mvem »;» i m nx t> 'Ir 

-n. S tf Mf t * I «•» **■ «•* 4 lu l «% 

It rt t{ • t i *.yl 
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Gubbins that the cnme was very prevalent among tbe . 
three higher clans of the Bhudoriah Eajpoots, the Al- 
bheyas, Kooleyas, and Konwurs, but that it was not 
practised to any extent by the rest of the tribe. 

r 

On the subject of mamage expenditure, Mr Gubbms 
was led to beheve that the system of demanding exor- 
bitant dowers did not prevail among that branch of 
Bhudonahs, that it was not essential to 'Rajpoot mar- 
riages, and was only mdulged m when men were not 
content with equal’*' alliances The actual expenses at- 
tendmg the celebration of a mamage (Shadee) were not 
so great as to be burdensome, but the real tax was the 
Buddun (which is virtuaHj’- the dower), the money paid 
by the girl’s father to the father of the bridegroom before 
closing the contract for the mamage , this appeared to 
have no existence among the mass of the Bhudoriah Raj- 
poots of the Agra District, who were, generally speakmg, 
content to seek out husbands for their daughters among 
the neighbouring clans of equal rank , but the Albheyas, 
and such as were too proud for such alhances, and, there- 
fore, would be obliged to seek for sons-m-law among the 
distant and more expensive families of Rujwarra, and 
those still more costly of Rajpootana, must pay for the 
same, m their case the Buddun would of necessity be 
heavy, and, therefore, to avoid it, and, at the same time, 
to save the honor of their house, they destroyed their 
daughters 

Agam, the Bh^ts, &c , seemed to be less influential and 
less rapacious m that district, the fees paid to them, he 


* I e equal in birth, and also m circumstances of life 
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says, “ Ibtm an inconsiderable item, and fall, not on the 
trade’s, but upon the bndegroom’s familv, and tbcir de- 
mand IS not prcs«cd ivitb an} sucb importumty or o?: 
torlion as to require repressiTe intcrfcrcnco " 

On these data Jlr Gubbins came to the conclusion, in 
irhicb he Tvas supported by his native olSctals, that the 
most effectual mode of suppressing this enrne ivould be 
to exorcise a most clore and strict •upcm'ion over all 
the villages which were suspected of practising it The 
plan of operation which ho at once decided upon, and 
first put mto force m April, 1851, with some slight 
modifications and amendments subsequently introduced, 
may bo thus bnctly described — Tlic policc-ollicerx of 
tho different Pcrgunnalis were instructed to prepare lists 
of all tho viHages whtcli, nccordmg to common report, 
were open to suspiaon. A icr> careful census of all the 
boj^B and girls under clcicn jears of age, shelving thur 
numlier, caste, and clan, was to be thin imdo out The 
head man of anj accused village was to bo put, ns it 
were, on lus deftnee, persuis of other ca' es linng in 
the same or neighliouniig nllnge*, were to 1 h> callid in 
as witnesses, to (“-tabh h or disprove snvh imputations 
H at length, the imgi trato was riti finl, with thi co-n 
htned Icstimoni of ** fiima clainfm," niid th cem u' 
showing an olherwi unacouuntalile tii pro|>otit m Is 
twesn the children <1 tin- two sexes (tnViu;, in o ci a 
siileration tin iiumbi r «if mams,'* s i til m ib [r>eihi 
fivi years), tlia* infintic I nm K p— i-'i o-l i) ■- 1 -- 

place-sl tho nsmo of tlovdla-a ra li “ , i I 1 ' 

fir pn lenjv, tn-a meet 

Til- i> 1 m of p 1 le iti o r"*a ar-- r 1 1 t’ 
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case of every village when once placed on the “ suspected 
list,” IS thus given in hir. Giibbins’s own words: “On 
the occasion of a biitli in a Thakoor family, the village 
Bayee (midwife) is summoned, and, after her services 
have been completed, she reports the occurrence to her 
relative tlio Bullahiu' (constable) ; he informs the Chow- 
keedar (watchman), who causes the necessary entry to be 
made in the Putwaree’s (village revenue collector) diary, 
and, if the biitli of a girl, reports the event to the Than- 
nah (pohce-station).” 

On the third or fouith day, the Chowkeedar, accompa- 
med geneially also by a Burkmidauze (policeman) from 
the nearest police post, proceeds with one of the head 
men of the village and the Bayee to the door of the 
Thakoor’s house, to make mqmry after the infant. The 
Bayee goes withm, and, on her retmn, reports the condi- 
tion of the child, adding that the mother has nursed it, 
when all depart, and a note to that effect is entered m the 
Putwaiee’s diaiy. The nursing of the infant by its 
mother is, among the Bhudoriahs, considered a point of 
much importance ; for they will not (or very rarely) kiU 
a child which has once drawn sustenance from the 
mother’s bieast.f 

Thus its main feature is the immediate and compulsory 
registry of births and deaths of female infants in the 
Thakoors’ famihes; the head man of the village, each 


^ To convey to tlie English reader 
a tolerably clear idea of the respective 
fonctions of these officials, it vnU be 
only necessary to say that they corre- 
spond, as nearly as may be, with those 
of our English myrmidons of the law, 
the Bullahur of the villago much re- 


sembles our old parish constable, the 
Chowkeedar and Burkundauze (two 
characters introduced under our Eng- 
lish rule) are almost identical with the 
"town” and "rural” pohee 
f Mr Gubbins’s Keport, par 28 
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Thnboor indindually, tho vilLigo pQhmrcc, the Chow 
keedor, the BuUahur, and the village Daycc*, or midwivcs, 
are required to aid jn this iT^isfiy * Here ore six coUa 
tend and mutual securities, each of them bound by cn 
gagements to that ciTect, concerned m clTcctmg this 
registrj , and over these, as n still further check, arc the 
local pohcc-officers, whose duty it is to exact the regular 
fulfilment of those respective engagements, to test and 
oxamino the monthl) and half yearly returns of birtlis 
and deaths, and to report them to tlic magistrates. 

A more ngorous syrtcni ji would be scarcely po^-nblc 
to dcvjsa 

One other feature of this and, to our mind, the 

most attractive, <lc«onos notice it fs the pro cnling 
mcdalst to such cluldrcn as should have been prc^cr^cd 
ID “ suspected'’ families Mr Gubbins caused a number 
of small medals to be struck, bcanng, in the Ilmdcc 
character, tho in cnplion— .‘‘God ih) Pfr'encr'* One of 
thc^c, attached to a small silken cord, wnfgmn to each 
female Rajpoot boni in the feu-pt-cted Mlhge^ in the 
Ptrgunnah of Rah Pinnahui J and >ras to be worn b) 
her till Iicr mamngc or her doith, ishtn it y\n^ li Im, 
rt-tumed Tho obji*ct of this motlnl was tvrc'fold n a 
tangible record of tin infmti birth, rn«unn^ fhouhl it 


• •‘To nrry Ml (* • n m, li-'ur 

U \t O'* m j. %1 

tu O I l*amY I'i • 1 H«.irTTJ vf« u*r « f't'" 

n _k If » T I If I \ t' ft f T *4 » rt »r- 

i\r~T dil4-iv *— t *. j J .ffi iw'f { r-r-’ ut w rr f 

l*j- ef t* lu. I 1 l » I I j »■ 

r vlnil-j'rTV' Iff 

“la e r -v* *tt* Stf U f • • I 1 

f III* at dCA-arv 
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die, a like rccoid of its deatli ; and as an emblem of the 
state’s “protection of the child ivhile living.” 

Tlie immediate lesult of these measures was certainly 
veiy satisfactory. To give one instance, in a single village 
(Futtchpoora), in April, 1851, only two gnls were alive 
in thirty Ka^poot families ; and their lives had been pre- 
sen ed under veiy peculiai circumstances. 

One of these belonged to Inrut Singh Thakoor, and 
had been preserved m obedience to a vow made by the 
father, after losing two sons successively, that he would 
preserve Ins next child, whether it was male or female 
The second girl was the daughter of Gopal Smgli Tha- 
kooi, and had been picserved b}^ the accident of her 
mothei hawng been absent on a visit to her own family 
m Oude when the child was born ^ In this village, in 
December, 1853, INIr. Gubbms found no less than eleven 
gnls under two years of age, who with their mothers 
were collected at the house of one of the principal Al- 
bheya Zemmdars, where Mrs. Gubbms visited them, and 
distributed piesents among them. In othei villages there 
was a smnlai’ increase It appeared, from the last year’s 
letums from the suspected villages, that the mcrease of 
the number of girls in two and a half years was 75 
per cent The mcrease, as might have been expected, 
was the greatest in those villages in which the crime 
had been most prevalent. Taking forty-two of these 
villages which were believed to have been most addicted 
to the Clime, it appears that between May 1st, 1851, and 
January 1st, 1854, the average mcrease of female children 


* Mr Gubbins’s Infanticidal Report, par 10 
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under eleven years of ngo was not less than ]8< per cent , 
and that in some particular villages it c.vcocdcd COO per 
cent, and in one villago the increase reached to 850 per 
cent • 

So successful ivas the system under Jlr Gubbin*s 
supervision 

It tvill bo at once observed hoiv marked a dilRrence 
there is between the systems introduced into the two 
ndjoinmg distncts of Agra and Slynpooree. The c<«en 
tinl characteristic of the one was compubon enactment, 
that of the other self legislation Tlic one insed on tho 
prmaplo of strict registrj of births and dcatlis, through 
tho agenevof Government subordinates and menials, the 
other on that of voluntary reduction of cxpcndiliire at 
mamages The one looked to rendenng the enme tm 
possible, bj enforcing the most rigorous inrrfitlanee 
for Its prevention , tho other to rendenng it unni'n’*- 
ear),t bi removing tho most powerful motive to it« 
pcipctration 

In drawing the comparison between tlieso two system*, 
we cannot refntm from cvpressing our opinion that the 
one introduced bi htr Itnikes at ''I^aipoona is Ik- 
calculated to intluencx tbt ma es, and to rarra snili it 
the stamp of popular npproliation ^Ir Gii! 1 in • i e 
tliotl, on the oilier hand wiihm o rtain limi an 1 if not 
piislKal Ion fir, i< practi ml and has pnmd i ilfiC", m) 
fortherU|ipivssion of thenH n^-air ■ v hi li i‘ diov r ) 

Ti htr courn, if r>r» fully ita rhei), ram i lul n ei a' r 
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benefits upon the people The Intlcr will afiect locahties, 
but the former may influence nations. 

On the whole, thcicfore, we give the piefcience to the 
Myupoorce plan (as it is commonly caUecl, though it has 
leceutly received a far wider adoption in the Pimjab), 
because its tendency is to elevate and impiove the people 
rather than to supeiwise and coerce them. At the same 
time, it IS impossible to follow hli’ Gubbins m the prompt 
eliramation and zealous enforcement of his measures, 
without heartily rejoicing in the success of an earnest 
magistrate, who would not allow evil to stalk through 
the land unfettered and uureproved. 
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CnAPTER ATII 

iin:rc«i»i mmimciBitEAct*. 

Thcraqjab iti EwgrajiliIaU umJ cWI luorii lU " dicgbirr-^liTim^ . 
Tbc TUjpools of Kut^ aod Jamiaoow and tbc Tltf SUbs-^Gor^mi 

hanok and OoTmd Kcgb— Ttt Bcdwa dcKttaJnJ from Naaok, Ih ‘^'dJtn 
from Gorind Singh— A tradilkm of the onpn of infustinde aTOog tfm— 
Other iDOtiTn aialgotd— The rirtl nen of '•iltBjha’* and ^ It*— 

TbeUarwa arootig the KhnlrrcJ— lAhorrraand froJ— TLe (wurmi 

— MojiJDfahtaanJ— Parc Palhaaiof the IVm *t— ^prwoi 
Ooadoli of ShthpotT ftml Dogton of FfTWeport— The Memves : It ir 
etaraeler and ctQ inQuencc 


The Punjab, or, as it litcrnllj’ mean , llic land of tlio 
“flit! water",”* n Inch constituted the SiUi t.inj,doin of onr 



ITS IKTANTICIDAL RACKS 


109 


old ally Kunjcet Singh, is that tiinngular tract of countiy 
1} ing between the Sutle] and the Indus, the apex of which 
is foimed by the junction of these two livers at Mithun- 
kotc, below Mooltan, the base lestingon the range of the 
Thibetan mountains. The term, however, admits of dif- 
ferent applications. For instance, when used to desciibc 
that teriitor}’- which was annexed b}^ the English, after 
the battle of Goojiat (the clowning luctoi}'' of the “Pun- 
jab campaign”), m 1849, it is confined to that poition of 
Runjeet Smgh’s old kingdom which lay between the 
Beeas and the Indus, now technically called the Punjab 
Piopei , for the Jullimdhur Doab, lying to the left of the 
foiiner river, between it and the Sutlej, and also the valley 
of Cashmere, had been lost to the Sikhs m 1846, when, 
as a penalty for crossmg the Sutlej m violation of existing 
treaties, and also as a security to om’selves, as well as 
partial compensation foi the expenses mcuried in the 
“ Sutlej campaign,” they had been confiscated bj'' the 
English Government, the Jullundhur Doab being letamed 
under our rule, and Cashmeie made ovei to Gholab Singh, 
who held the adjoming Eaj, or Royalty, of Jummoo On 
the other hand, the term Punjab, when apphed to the 
present civil administration, of which Lahore is the centre, 
mcludes a far wider range, comprehending, on the north- 
west, that strip of land lying beyond the Indus up to the 
base of the Kabul and Soohman mountams, called the 
Derajat, and extendmg in a south-easterly direction to 
the banks of the Jumna, embiacmg the several Sikh 
chiefships of Umballah, Thaneysur, the Kill States, &c 
It IS m this widest sense that we shall have occasion to 
use the term in the followmg pages. 
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This country presents n mo^t varied ethnological aspect. 

Here are found men of all creeds and classes Hindoo, 

Sihh, Jlahomedan, &c. , here arc royal Kajpoots, impcnal 
Pathans, pnestly Bedecs, hybnd Doghnrs, and, most 
abundant of all, the fat yeomen and tdlcrs of the toU- 
An mvestigation of the original location of these races, 
and of the pohtical convulsions uhich liavo scattered 
them over this part of India, would form a raewt interest 
mg subject of research, but would involve too long n 
digression to bo admissible here, it uiU be enough to 
notice so much of their pccubanlics of race and fmth a' 
may be ncccs'ary to cjqilam and account for their com 
phaty m this unnatural enme of infanticide 

To begm with the Rajpoots, of whom wo have nlrcadj 
heard so much Tlio 8Uccc«mvc in\asioa« from A«n, 
which have scattered the greater portion of llic e ancient 
warrior tnbes oier the nmdj plains of Cintml India, np- 
pcar to lia\o dnicn their more northern bnthtin into 
the fastnc'scs of the Ilimalajan range llp-t in ranh n< 
in numbers among thcM. Rajpoots of the Punjab Hill*, nrc 
the Kutochtnbe, tliciriii<tencoa«nroj-alnici i<ofgrca 
auliquit) , the) an im ntioned by the Grca k histonaiis of 
Aluxandcra csjKalilion, and spoken of bi Irnstila as 
ruling m Role Knngm,* m the dajs of tie Caiunig> 
dyna ty , and among oil the la volutions vrhich tim ned 
war have tmcc made in Ibis countrj,lhcir racial pt men 
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has undergone little change. The headship of all the 
pure Eajpoots of the Hills, horn the Sutlej to the Eavee, 
has always centred m the house of Kangra. Fiom hence 
many of the local tribes trace theii’ descent. The Soodoos 
of the Juswan valley, and the remote Indowreeas, alike 
claim to be offshoots horn the parent stem ofKutoch. 
Across the Eavee to the noith are other Hill Eajpoots, 
who look to Jiimmoo as their head ; hom whence they 
derive then genenc name of Jumowal They aie some- 
what mfeiior to those of Kangra, though recognised as 
the chief of the Eajpoots m their own district f The 
Court of Eunjeet Singh furnished a most stiiking pioof 
of the tenacity with which the Kutoch of Kangia asserts 
and maintains this supeiionty Hheean Singh, the bro- 
ther of the piesent Maharajah Gholab Singh, while the 
Prime hlimster of Eimjeet, sought an alhance for his son, 
Heera Smgh, with one of the daughteis of the Eajah of 
Kangia, but the proud Kutoch deserted his hereditary 
kmgdom rather than, as he thought, degrade his house 
by intermarriage even with a Meean, or prmce of the 
Jummoo stock J 

On the same range of hills, and along the plains at their 
base, from the Sutlej to the Jhelum, are found another 
race of Eajpoots, known by the name of the Munhis Of 
these, the Hil1 clans and those of the plams aie quite dis- 

* "It IS a popular saying, that be- f The name Dogra or Bongra is 
tween the Sutlej and the Ghenab there frequently given to these races , but 
are twenty-two principahties, eleven it would seem rather to apply to their 
on this and eleven dn the other side of bving in the hills, from tlie Hmdee 
the Kavee Amongst one assemblage word Dongar, which sigmfies “ hiU” or 
of longs, "Kangra is the acknowledged " mountain,” than to be used as desig- 
head, as Jummoo is considered para- nating any particular tnbe or class 
mount among the dominions across the f Cunnmgham’s History of the 

nver ” — Sikhs, p 189 
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tmct. The former, Imng among a purer race, at once 
admit their own infenonly, and save their daughttrs that 
they might become the witcs of the young Kutoclic* The 
Jlunhfls of the phuna, however, are m a \en dilTircnt 
position. In the distncls of Goorda*porc, Seealkote, mid 
Goojrat, they are at the head m«tcad of at the bottom of 
the Rajiioota around, and tvith them, as with tho'c of 
Jummoo, and the Btill higher Kutoches of Kangra, infm 
tiade has prevailed. They knew no supenor clan in their 
neighbourhood into whicli their daughters might ho* 
norablj many , and thus tlio old motives of pnde and 
poverty prevailed, and before their combined intliicnce 
these UajfKwt houses have liccn for generations iiubli' oil 
with the presence of a daughter 

Ilithcrto the Rajpoots have been, \ntli one or tsvo es 
ccplion*, the only cla«s among whom thi mnie ha’ liesn 
shosm to prevail Cut the Punjab pre ints a m.i Irilx 
the Sikles, some cln* cs of whom are no K-'s iiiinrr'allj 
addicted to it than the higher hajlioot Tin \ an the 
followers of fsanuk, the founder of the Sikh faith Naniik 
was by birth a Kliutree,* ofthc Itedee tnlie of Ikunja >< 
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the son of a giaiu-facloi at Talwundco, ni tlic neigliboin* 
hood of Lahoic lie was hoin in t]ic yoai 1469, and in 
early life dcsciled the luimblc shop of his father to seek 
in study and letiiement inoie genial occupation for a 
naturally leflcctive mind The tenets of the Hindoo and 
the Mahoinedan of tliat da}^ alike di'^satisfied him , and lie 
came foiwaid as a icformer of his couutiy’s faith For 
the gloss polytheism of Hindoo mythology he substituted 
what may bo defined a high philosophic deism, and 
succeeded in collecting together a large body of follo^Yels, 
whom he called Sikhs, oi “disciples,” and these lieoi- 
ganiscd under a theociatic form of polity, being himself 
recognised as them Gooioo, or ^Heachei” For many 
yeais this rapidly inci easing body of convcits continued 
to lead a peaceful, meditatnc life, absoibed in the study 
of then holy book, the “ Grunth,” which contained all 
the recoided dogmas of then foimdei. Tliey gradually 
spiead ovei othei parts of India , a college of them was 
found to exist so far south as Patna f 

But in the beginning of the seventeenth centuiy, 
Govind Smgh, the tenth Gooioo, gave a new chaiacter 
to this rehgious community He was a man of a naturally 
warlike spirit and ambitious views, and thirsting to be le- 
venged foi domestic wiongs, soon conveited the hitheito 

bable that m the land of the Eiypoots yielded to Purs Earn (King Porus), 
aKbutree, being so vastly in tbe nu- and were spared by lum ” Ilcre Ihe 
nonty, ■would not dare to put forward claim may bo admitted, and tbe proba- 
sueb a claim, nor would the Eajj^ot bdities seem to be in its favour 
for one moment countenance it Put * Prom Sikhna, to learn 
in tbe Punjab, where tbe Kbutrecs are + Probably foimded by Gooioo Tegh 

an important and a nsmg class, tbe Bahadur An interesting account of 
case 13 different , according to Cun- tins college is given in an early number 
ningham, who, by tbe way, calls them of the Asiatic Society’s Journal, from 
Ksbutrees, they have a legendaij de- the pen of C Wilxins, Esq , dated 
scent “from the warnor race who March 17, 1781 

1 
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contemplative SiUis mto a band of ivnmor« Tbc'c iven. 
tbe men who a century aftemvards formed ibe flower of 
Eunjcct Smgbs nnnv, and whose rampant fanatictmi 
presented so formidable on am% on the diflercnt battle- 
fields donng the Sutlej and Punjab campaigns 

Of these Sikhs, the highes* class arc the Bodoe* * Liki 
the Scvud«, who chum a priority over all “the faith 
fid," as being hncal descendants of “ the Prophet," tlie<i. 
Bcdecs rank fir't among the Sikh«, ns bemg descended 
from Gooroo Nannfc, the founder of their sect They 
form, by vartne of their de«ccnt, an hereditary pne-" hood 
Tliet arc to Ik; found in greater or h numKrs m all 
parts of die Punjab m tin da nets Iving at the 111*0 of 
the Kaogra hills, at GoojranwaUa m the middle of ihi 
Rechtia Poab, at Gogaira on the P.avcc, and at Slialipon. 
ou the Jhclum, and a fiv- at Itawiil Piad e, thu an. 
ako occa lonallj to be met with to thi south of th 
Suihj Cut their home anl ironphoM i* a a tiwn 
uann-d afiir lie ir founder, Dmili lUbi Isanuk on the 
leavce, near Haltalla. So tiotonoa* la iKam tin cri le 
of mlanucidc among ihim that 3 Itih* r-xi g. nerd' 

1 nown I>y tlm opiuailinou title of Keo c* Mar er 
daiehter slaver" 
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'tnil "licir pritvth cofTcns' ^\vrc mcII filled w!li (lie ofibi- 
niitl of ilicir rnw Buf in dt fence of (he nn- 

V#' 

rettninl oi.^'oni v.lncli tlicv did nof altunpf <n drnv, 
iluv. iilo' tin' 1\ dpoot racr-. Y.‘er«* read\ v. itli n trndi- 
lioncn laid nnnn iliiin b\ *in indiirnniit ancc'- 

» V-.- • • Crf- 

toi‘ The 5t<>n 1 - tlui" izivm b) iMajorlbnbi rl Kdwnrdc?, 
c/ Banr.oo and Mooli in fann‘. v.dio. after the Ptininb 
cairipaijn, held a civil appointment in the Julinndimi 
Di-^lnct and yc? {Ini< bionelit into clo^^c contact Math 

w 

the Mt dec?. 

Tlicv ‘-ay that (lie prao'ieo v:an fn4 enjoined upon 
their tribe bv Dhnmi C hund ^ledce, giand-on of Baba 
Knuik ‘Mlc had u\o son*;, named Mdir Chnnd and 
Isaimk Chiind, and one giil, vrho at the piopci age Y*as 
cspoii'^cd to the son ol a Khutroe, as v, 'a? then theen«toni 
of the Bodecs Mlien the bndcgioonfs proce-'sion 
readied the house of Dlunm Clumd. tlio dooi tva' found 
too narrove to admit the conch on ^v]]lch the bor ivas 
cained. and the riotous attendants ivitli moic than the 
usual licence of the occasion, proceeded to udden it by 
force The incensed Bedee prayed ‘ that the tin cshold 
of the Khuticc tribe might in like manner come to min;’ 
and the nuptial rites uxrc celcbiated amidst mutual ill 
feclmg 

“ Wlien the bridcgioom and his part}' weie dcpaitmg, 
the tTvo sons of Dhurm Chund, as in dnty bound, accom- 
panied them to give them Rooksat The vreathei -was 
hot — the party out of tempei — and they took a malicious 

"Hoolsat” means, dismissal , it English " leave” and the French 
has also the double meaning of the “congC” 

i2 
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pleasBto m taking the young Bcdecsfnrthcr than ctiquctto 
rcqniretL When the lads rctorncd tome footjorc, Dhurm 
Chund asked ‘if the Khutrees had not bid them to turn 
back sooner?’ The boys said ‘Iso/ and it svas then 
that the old man, indignant at all the insults which the 
bndal of his daughter had brought down upon him from 
an infenor class, laid the inhuman injunction on lus de 
ecendants, that in future ‘no Bcdcc should let n daugli 
ter hvc ’ The boys were horror-stricken at so unnatural 
alasv, and with clasped hands represented to their fitlu r 
that to take the life of a child was one of the greates’ ins 
in the Shastras But Dhunn Chund rephed, ‘ that if tin 
Bcdccs remained true to their faitli, and abstained from 
hes and strong dnnk, Trovidcncc would rewanl thmi 
with none but malo children, but, at nnj rale, kt tin 
burden of the crime be upon lus neck, and no one ila s 
And from that time forth Dliurm Chund s head fill 
forwarrl upon his clie*t and hi cicnnori u-nlkeil as otii 
who bore an awful weight upon In' should rs 

“ dnili consciences thus rehcied, the rao of IVsl c' 
Contniuial for three hundtvsl scars tomunlcr llwir lafii I 
daughters, nndifnnv B-dee out of na'ural fs hu p 
erred n girl he was cxotimiirnnK-iiixl h' the n t and 
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This placed the descendants of the gi’eat Sikh teacher on 
the homs of a dilemma — either to abandon their high 
pretensions, or else get rid of the difficulty by muidermg 
then daughteis 

- Major Abbott gives a slightly different version of this 
legend “ One hliher Chnnd, third m hneal descent from 
Gooioo Nanuk, had a daughter whom he married to a 
Baiee Khutiee of Buttalla, a wealthy man, who treated 
the daughter of the Fakeer with less consideration than 
she considered her due, and on her complammg to hei 
father, he told her she had better die than suffer such treat- 
ment, so she immediately followed his advice, and died 
a natural death The Fakeer, however, was revenged 
upon the Khutreej he and all his lelations were afflicted 
with divers diseases, and died, the Fakeer pioclaimed a 
law that none of his descendants should ever rear a 


* Majoi H Edwardes’s JuUundhur 
Report on Infanticide, from -whicli we 
also extract the following acconnt of 
their inhuman process 

“ It IS difficult to imagme how the 
parents of a whole class could so sys- 
tematically stifle the yeamm^ of na- 
ture as to carry out the murderous m- 
junction of their early teachers , and I 
q^uestioned some Bedees closely upon 
the actual mode of their infanticide 
They said that when a Bedee mother 
was dehvered of a chfld, the nurse 
commumcated to the famdy outside 
the ‘ Purda’ whether it was a boy or 
a girl If a son, great were the con- 
gratulations, but if a daughter, the 
mother turned her face to the waU, 
well knowing the sentence that awaited 
her offsprmg, and the silence of dis- 
appomtment was soon broken by the 
elder matrons of the family command- 
ing the nurse to put the child to death 
Vanous were the ways m which this 


order was executed, sometimes the 
nurse stopped the infant’s breath m a 
few moments with her hand, but oftener 
the object was effected by neglect, by 
e^osuig the babe m wmter on the 
cold floor, and m summer by aggra- 
vated heat And, as one of my m- 
formants remarked, ‘ You see, Sir, they 
are but poor little thmgs, and a puff 
of wmd puts them out ’ ” 

It IS commonly beheved among the 
people that on these occasions the 
Bedees go even a step farther m 
brutahW, burying the porpse with a 
piece of "goor” between the lips, and 
a twist of cotton m the hand, and re- 
citing this couplet 

" Goor khaiea, poonee kutteea, 

Ap na aieea, bhay an ghutteea ” 
t e, 

"Eat your goor, and spm your thread. 
But go, and send a boy instead 
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daughter to be subjected to such di^race, but that, they 
■were to be destroyed. This decree greatly shocted his 
disciples, who represeuted to him the dreadfid crime of 
destroying a female child, as recorded in the Dhurai 
Shastra , but he rephed that he would tahe the crime of 
future geneatioiia on his own ahoulderB, and puttmg up 
his hand to his neck to dlnstrale his meamug, Jus head 
turned down npon one aide, and lemamed so all his life. 
Instead of attributing this visitation to the anger of the 
Deity, they considered it a sign that all the sin of gene- 
rationa to come had actually lodged •upon his sbotddaia ”• 
Other motives also ware assigned for avoiding the 
alliance between the two classes. The Khutree might 
plead his lelactance to marry mlh a Bedae girl on ac- 
count of her sacred character, or (as suggested hy Major 
lioke) his objectmn might assume a mcie practical form, 
m wishing to avoid nn alhance with one whose sacred 
descent raised her above the performance of any house 
hold woik " Men who find all them ideas of God cm 
bodied m a caw, may be excused if they expect every 
member of them family to pay for them keep ” 

These latter motives might have had some -weight, yet 
it seems not improbable that they were little more than 
counter-objections, started -with a view to rotahato on the 
proud Bedee who refused to suffer ■fhe blood of the 
Gooroo to be, as ho thought, profaned hy mmgling 
■with a less sacred stream in the veins of the ordinary 
Khutree. 


llsjol AilxSftrn^artmlnlaiillaiebttenvJnTiirfcirellntntl. 
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But these Bedees do not stand m undisputed possession 
of the piiestly office, a rival claim is put m by another 
class of SiHis, called Sodhees, who also, there is every 
reason to fear, were accustomed under the Sihli Eaj, or 
rule, to adopt the same inhuman mode of assertmg their 
superiority over their lay brethren Nanuh, the first 
Gooroo, was of the Bedee tube of Boonjaee Khutrees, 
and his descendants took their distmctive names from 
that of the tribe to Avhich he belonged. The fourth 
Gooroo, Bam Bass, and all the subsequent ones, who 
were his lineal descendants, down to the last, the great 
Govind, belonged to another branch of the Khutrees, 
called Sodhees, of the Sureen tribe , and the descendants 
of these later Gooroos, especially those of Govmd Smgh, 
assumed the title of Sodhees, and established a nval 
priesthood The Sodhees are not a very numerous class, 
and are generally found on the left bank of the Sutlej, 
and also m the neighbourhood of Umntsur These two 
races never intermarried, the Bedees, denjung that Go- 
vmd Smgh was a real Gooroo, refused to recognise the sa- 
cerdotal equality of the Sodhees, who m return claimed 
for themselves, as of Sureen descent, a higher and purer 
origm among the Khutrees than they conceded to the 
Bedees They both, therefore, m order to avoid the 
dilemma into which their sacerdotal pretensions and 
mutual rivalry brought them, destroyed their daughters 
to save their pride. 

These piiestly tnbes, however, were not the only sec- 
tion of the Sikh race among whom this ciime was said 
to prevail. The nver Myhee, which flows mto the Gulf 
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of Cambay, divided, as“we have seen,* the Northern and 
Southern Koombeea, and in the aame manner the Sutlej 
ongmally separated the Manjha from the Malwn Sikhaf 
The Mnnjha Sikha, or the true “Khalsa” (select or 
chosen), are a far more warlike, proud race than those of 
the south, and consequently looked down on their brethren 
of the “ Malwa’ with contempt, but they soon learned to 
covet their more fertile lands. About the middle of the 
eighteenth century they b^an to cross the Sutlej m free- 
booting parties, and by force of arms established for 
themselves small pnncipahties, or seignones, among the 
more peaceful inhabitants. Of these, the most important 
were the southern states of Umballah and Thaneesur 
These Sikhs from the Manjha, foreign invaders as they 
were, retamed their assumption of superiority, and would 
not ally themselves with the families of the mdigenous 
Malwa Sikhs, but mamed exdnsively among themselves, 
or crossed the Sutlej to seek wives among their Mnnj ha 
kmdred. They resorted to infrmticnde to a great ox 
tent, lest they should fail to procure husbands for their 
daughters (if preserved) out of the small field which their 
pnde left open to them, and thus bring dishonor on thoir 
line. 

Nor ore these so called indigenous Malwa Sikhs free 
from the charge. Those potty states lying on the left 
of the Sutlej, compnsmg wimt is generally called the 
“ Phoolkecan Mial,” such as Puttecala, Nabba, Furreed 

• Cbflp ir.. In llrt »ecotiiit of tbe trnrt to tha »oiiUi of ttc to 

Koombc« e»Iled from 5 f u nde d memblincc la 

t Manj1ii,cjr"MJ(l(DeUnd,"aroQiwI ferUHtr to tlie dlUrict of that nunc In 
Unmtiar Ijoliare f tbo Centnu India. 
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kote, &c , belong to a tribe of Juts,’^ called Bui’arsj and 
altliougb it IS bebeved that infanticide was practised 
among tlie Juts oiigmally, in tbeir state of Scytbian bar- 
barism, on other grounds, “from Malthusian motives, ”t 
It would seem that those principles which suited the days 
of their poveity, and prevailed chiefly among their lower 
glades, have disappeared before the more acceptable and 
flattering plea which their recently-attamed “pride of 
place” enables them, m common with the high-bom 
Eajpoot, to mdulge in They, however, like the rest of 


theu infanticidal neighbours, 

* The great body of the agncoltui'al 
population of the Punjab are Juts (or 
Jnts, or Jits, as they are vanouslj 
called in different parts of India) This 
people are genonuly believed to bo of 
Sojtbian origin, and to be identical 
with the Getie, who poured down from 
Northern Asia in the fifth century, and 
estabbshed themselves in the Punjab, 
and Rajpootana, and the intervening 
country these men so entirely coa- 
lesced with the Hindoos around as to 
become " essentially Bralmumcal m 
language and creed ” — (Cunningham’s 
Sddis, p 6 ) They long mamtamed 
their mfiitary reputation , and history 
records that they offered a formidable 
resistance to Mahmoud of Ghuznee, 
and Baber, but at length they suc- 
cumbed, and, like the ongmal Hindoos, 
many of them yielded both then inde- 
pendence and their faith to then Ma- 
liomedan mvaders, under whom they 
degenerated into a state of serfdom, 
and retamed but little trace of their 
ongmal character The absorbmg 
power of Sikhism, however, which drew 
vast numbers of Juts withm its m- 
fluence, and placed one of this race on 


^ Runjeet Singh was a Jut, Jyr 
Smgh, Kupoor Smgh, Phool, &c , 
were severally founders of the Ghun- 
neea, PyguUapoorea, and Phoolkeea 
Misls, or " confederacies ” 


are ready with an exculpa- 

the throne of Lahore,' and others at 
the head of different Misls, greatly 
elevated them agam and now, under 
the protection and encouragement af- 
forded by the British rule, these men, 
m common with the Khutrees, m the 
exercise of their honest caUmg, whe- 
ther it be of the plough or the scales, 
have received an impetus which bids 
fair, with them enterprising spmt, to 
place them at the head of the mer- 
cantile and agncultural commumties 
of the Punjab 

t Polyandry, so general among un- 
civilised races, prevailed commonly 
among these Juts, especially m the 
lower classes , and it would appear, ac- 
cordmg to the opmion of a very able 
officer,* who had many opportumties of 
studying their character, that with them 
it was not the cost of dowry and ge- 
neral mamage expenditure which ren- 
dered tliem averse to rear female 
children, for with them girls would 
be at a premium, and plenty of men 
would be found ready to pay for 
blades, but m their case he is m- 
clmed to attnbute it to Malthusian 
motives 


* Major (now Colonel) Goldney, for 
some time m civil employ at Loodiana, 
where he was brought mto contact 
with the J nts 
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toiy tradiUon They -teE that a certain E^ah of Nabha 
had a deceit practOBed npon him, by Tvhich his daughter 
■was una-w^Djea betrothed to a man of -the Gil -tribe, 
accounted by the Burars as infinitely mfenor to therr 
own The Eajaih felt himself boimd to complete the 
marriage , but he compiled all his tribe to enter into 
an agreement to put aE their female infants to death 
from that time forward, to prevent the posaibihty of a 
Burar bemg agam subjected to such mdigmty and dis- 
grace. That a daughter of their tnbe should be mamed 
to a man of so mfenor a class, "was a stain on therr high 
hneage , to be called brother in law by a Gil or a 
Dhoreewal, an insolt they would not brook. Thus, 
although the Jut-descended Malwa be spumed by his 
Manjhfl neighbour, he m his turn comforts himself m his 
own pretensiQns to high birth , though he bo lo'w dovm 
the ladder of rank, according fo his foreign” nvol, yet 
he holds his place on the topmost step of that framed for 
his own race , and he is prepared by the same inhuman 
custom to assert and -vmdicnte hia pre-cnuncace. 

Among the Kbutroes, who constituto so largo a portion 
of the Hindoo population of the Punjab, there appears 
to be other tnbes also, besides the Gooroo-descended 
Bedees and Sodhees, who aro guilty of infimticide. A 
feud, as ancient os the days of Albar,* sepomted that 
hitlierto united class, and tho two leading nvnl branches 
were thenceforth diatmguishod as the Lchorccns and 

• Tliff partJcnbn of ttii fend K ®j>- Khutrees on Ibal whWi (itranBr to 
wan TOTMiifllciilt txi di ie orer; it*- *aj) fa «t wtsmt n proon^Uj a 
Hrthml tcodumta rtij but they ftgreo rmt* fWrt moor tfac llindooi— 
gcneralty fa • cootro- Ibo wood marrfage of widerr* 

TCT^ between certain portfcoa of the 
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Snreens. Of these the Lahoreens claim the superiority, 
and BO bitter has been the animosity between them, that 
a Lahoreen would scorn to espouse the daughter of a 
Siireen, nor will he affiance a daughter of his beyond the 
limits of his own grade. Bemg, then, by no means nu- 
merous, and nearly half of them already blood relations, 
or allied by marnage,’^ the Lahoreens extensively resort 
to infanticide in proportion to the difficulty they would 
find m marrying their daughters. But, revoltmg as such 
a statement appears, it is not .enough .that these men 
slay their own children to preserve then pnde, or then 
honor j there is, if possible, a still deeper blot on then 
character. Then assumed and recognised supenonty 
makes nn alhance with them an object greatly to be 
desned; every Boonjaee Khutree (and they are a very 
numerous body) who has a marriageable daughter, is 
eager to obtam for her a Lahoreen son-m-law at any 
pnce And as they cannot all be so favored, jfrom the 
comparative paucity of tlie Lahoreens, it is an honor 
sought for all the more eagerly. Of this desne for an 
alhance the Lahoreen makes the most in the following 
maimer : “ The Lahoreen,” says Majoi Edwardes, “ em- 
ploys his advantage to demand such a dowry as he 
thinks proper, which no other Khutree does Having 
done this, he proceeds to run it up still higher by artifice 
and threatened breach of agreement. He receives the 
first mstahnent, and commits the bnde’s father to the 
match, but he refuses to advance another step without 
all kmds of entreaties and bribes, and so, step by step, 


* See the folloTvmg note 
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ttreateDing to break off^ bifling tbe bnde, &c. ilo., he 
goes on protracting the time of the final ceremony, until 
the girl’s father sees her approaching the age when to be 
unmamed is impious and disgraceful, and never allows 
it to be celebrated while (to use their own expression) 
there is any Jan, or life, left in the father m law s body 
Here alone we see the ordinary elements of female infan 
tiade, which exist m marriage expenses, terribly aggra 
vnted 

“ But it produces a second and, if possible, more abo- 
minable form of infanticide^ which, perhaps, would more 
correctly be called murder For the Lahoreen father, 
stUl unsatisfied with having mmed one family, and 
seemg hundreds of other Boonjaee dnughtera aspmng to 
mamage with the Urhaee Ghur,* too often proceeds to 
get nd of the poor gtrl he has just been paid for ro 
ceiving into his family, and either systematically starves 
and neglects her till she dies, or else brings about one of 
the thousand ond-one sudden acadents which would kill 
all children, if kind parents were not at hand to savo 
thenL The vacancy thus created is immediately filled 
by another bnde and another dowry "f 

The Lahoreens ore mostly to bo found near Mooltan 
and Khangur, they are also mot with m the distncts of 


• TJrhaee Ghur. tho Pm^Jibeo fonn 
of AdL™ Ghnr litcrallj- acini t»o 
end a fitlf berates, and is applied to 
tbe Laboreent, as itHl more stro^Ij 
mertiiig tbar exelnslTeDCU. 'tbs 
Xbatrees ere dirided into eer era l 
mdes, at vbleb tlie I/ihofcens ere 
fbe higbest, end tbcee consist of foor 
tiiixa t bet u e Hindoo msj not 
nurrj into his fatbert tribe or into 


any familj of bn aolber’s tribe irilh 
wnicb sbe nuiT be enj mj conneoted, 
wbkh in ronnd snmbm eidade* boll 
(be trib^ there only rmaie two end e 
half Iriba of bis grade Into vhkh Ibe 
Inboreen eoa tavryi brace the abore 
{dinse. 

^ Edwnrdca s Hqwrt, par CO 
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'liiiiig, Sliahporc, Goojiamvnlla, and Jhclum. In all 
hose localities it is believed that mfanlicidc is very pre- 
valent among them 

In the neighbouihood of Lcia and Deia Gha/cc 
Chan, and other pails of the Puninb, another blanch of 
Chntrccs called Goosieens. niciepoilcd as being siis- 
lectcd of piacti'^ing this criinc. But as they me oiigi- 
lally a body of ichgionists, or mendicants, on ivlioin, 
■ccoiding to some, celibacy is enjoined, and their only 
egitimate mode of perpetuating then older is by adopl- 
ng bo} s as “ Chelas,” or pupils, ive do not know on 
rhat ground thc}’^ aie suspected 

It has been gcncially thought that the Brahmans stand 
lone among the vanous Hindoo castes m an cntiic 
reedom from this ciime ; that cither a gi cater icvcience 
or the Shastras, which so peicmploril}' foibid it, or a 
uoie wise system of mariiage expenditure, has picservcd 
hem bom paiticipatmg m so atiocious a practice. But 
in exception even to this lule meets us m the Punjab 
Che Moyal Brahmans, wlio seem to be generally distii- 
)uted over the Punjab^ finding themselves in a similar 
ocial position to the Lahoreen Khutrees, and deviating, 
t would seem, from the ordinaiy modeiation which 
narks the marriage expendituie among Biahraans, did 
lot scruple to adopt the same measiue for escapmg the 
lifificulty. 

The Punjab also contains a consideiable body of Ma- 


* They retain, as a distinctive mark the only Hindoos irho bury their dead, 
if their sect, the practiee of wearing See Broughton’s Letters from a Mah- 
;ome portion of their dress of a rich rntta Camp, p 129 
irange color, called Geroot, and are 
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tomednns, of -wlioni some, hke most of those fonad m 
Central India, are hnt apnnous tnbea, of Hindoo ongm, 
who, m the days of Mahomednn ascendancy, became con- 
verts to the sword rather than the Koran, while others 
among them are pnre Pathans. It may appear at first 
remartable that any Jlahomedans shonld be snspeoted 
of pracbsmg mfantiade, when the broad difference be- 
tween their marnage onstoms and those of the Hindocn 
13 taken into conmderabon. For the hlahomedan is 
under no obligation, like the Hindoo, to marry hia 
daughter in childhood, nor, mdeed, to marry her at ah, 
and It la well known that among many Alahomedan fnmi 
lies danghtera ore found unmomed at thirty years of ago 
Nor, agam, as with the Hindoos, are they in the habit of 
demanding and receiving laige downea. Tet tbe enst 
ence of tbe cnme among them admits of easy csrplana 
tion. In the Derajot,* and also near Mooltan, and round 
the rums of the ancient Kussoor, the classic Sangnla, are 
found Mahoraedons who dnun to bo descended from 
the mighty Emperors of the East, Seeals, Soodozacc, and 
Khodaka Pathans, 

• AUrfa aJiti regfljni j* 

With whom tho same motives prevailed that prompted 
the descendants of the Gooroo Proud of their ancestral 


* Aloag Uie hosik of tbe ladoi 
b a tact of Una cnOed tbe Der^t, 
from tlie Tord Den^ ■n " encamp, 
ment,** m bariiw formed tbe eocunp' 
bte ertnmdi of tbe fttutma Belooch 
T*”*"*^^ Khan, Fntlch Khan, 

nd Qhazee in the fiflenth cen 
toij Iboae camps soon grnv into iow 


perUnt cUtes, vhkb took tbe nenes 
of (beb respire fonuder*, tod be. 
ome tbe eentro of cilatiiTe distnets j 
and tbs tract Ijiaff bctircc n tbe flooU 
moontains uu the Indos, extend 
hu^ froes reshavnr to the lei dm of 
Sffldh. fcrpcd sn Imp o rtan t froaUer of 
the old Dotmjctt Empire. 
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lank, these Patliaus, lilce the Bedees, shrink Ironi conta- 
minating their pime imperial blood b}'’ suffering it to 
flow into plebeian veins, and therefore sacnflced their 
daughteis. 

Of the spurious hlahomedans, the most notorious for 
this crime appear to be the Gouduls, who live near Shah- 
poor, on the Jheliim, among whom the system of mar- 
riage expense prevailed to an extravagant degree; and a 
race of Mahomedan Eajpoots, called Doghuis,^ on the 
left bank of the Sutlej, in the neighbourhood of Feroze- 
poor, who aie believed to have migrated thither from 
Delhi t They are a predatory race, and mhent, with the 
distaste of industrious occupation, all the pnde and extra- 
vagance of then Hindoo progenitois The great mis- 
fortune of these tribes is, to be at the mercy of a body of 
men called Meerdsees,J who are to the Mahomedan what 
the Bhdts and Charans are to the Hindoo. 

These Meerdsees, or “ Doombs,” as they appear to be 
sometimes called, are to be found m every Mahomedan 
family of respectabihty, and attached to every l^faho- 
medan tribe in the towns and villages, where they exer- 
cise the varied ftmctions of heralds, registrars, and men- 
dicants. They are conversant with all the tiea and 
relationships of the neighbour clans for generations, 
which they strmg together m doggerel rhyme, not a 
buth, death, or marriage occurs, but their presence is 

^ These Doghurs must not be con- turer in the Punjab,” by Sir H Law- 
founded with the pure Eajpoots of the rence, voL u pp 204;, 206 
Jummoo Hills, thence c^ed Dogras + Cunningham’s Sikhs, p 17 
Por an mterestmg account of this race | The name hterally means “here- 

the reader is referred to “ The Adven- ditary ” 
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conBidered necessary They know all the “ mtunnge- 
ables” of botb sexes for nules round, and when a man 
wishes to contract a mamage for a eon or daughter, the 
Meerdsee is ever ready to find a suitable alliance for him 
Presuming on the exercise of these inoffensive and some- 
what useful functions, which they hold by prescriptive 
and undisputed right, the Meerisees have been accus- 
tomed to use the influence thus obtained to practise the 
utmost extortion on all occasions, especially atmamages, 
nor were they particular m confining their favors to their 
hlahomedan kmsmeiL The Dakhila* and the Bara are 
the two parts of this ceremomal at which this class of 
men reaped the richest harvest, and on such occaaioiifl 
lacs of rupees have been squandered among them. To 
the dread of the rumouB outlay thus extorted, thousands 
of female infants have fallen victuns. 

Such were the chief mfontiadal races of the Punjab, 
and such, os far aa wo have been able to discover, the 
motives by which they were led into the custom With 
the few excopbona specified, the Bedoes and Sodhoes, 
and, perhaps, the pure Pathans, the cximo may bo tmcoil 
enturely to that system of exorbitant mamage oxpen 
dituxe which had grown out of on assumed supenonty 
of birth, until its indulgence, even to a ruinous extent, 


* Tlie b the dblriboiioB of 

iDoner cDOD^ the cro mi on tho •mnl 
o( the bndegroocD »t the bnde*a boose 
sod the Bon tho auten of thnrwij^ 
on the Doofee or palinquin, ra 
the bride b corned, sod the 
scotteriog o( rupees tioong the vbole 
CTovd of attm^ to tho 

veddiag, vbo tie cooped op hi »n ea 


closed space i the grciter portion of 
thb Bjoney b s pp fD p rbtcd by these 
hlecrisees 'Ue will not offewl the 
fan of oar Englbh rmders by drawing 
4 cooparison, or ndber contnot, be 
tree® the WJU, Ctunns, sad Merr 
4see« of TtyltA tnd the tnoent birdi 
of Western Europe the DanWi icalds, 
Scottish rauatreb, or Britbb harpen 
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had come to he regarded by them as essential to their 
liosition. The foregoing outline of these tribes has been 
given without any regal’d to historical order, but meiel}'" 
in a collective and condensed form, to lender more intel- 
hgible the subsequent history of the measuies to which 
the discovery of the enme among them gave rise 
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CHAPTER rx. 


jffiinTEJM genrutHQ n Tin Tnonsm heetiso 

Bketcii of RnglUh octmpiljcn of tlie Pitt* 8t)l£a £rcm the Josuia to ibo 
Mr J lAwreace in tlw JnlhzQdhiir Doob fint opoilj dounsced 
— Mijjor Idiu, of Doermra^fj^nr raported ita preniaico tBica]^ the Bcdcca 
of Dtnh Balw Kanok — Mcettog h^ at JnlhnxdlmT to dTeot Ttoondltaticiii 
belwenn the Bcdeos and the Khotree* — One btld at Hcohejupore foe Iho 
Bajpoota of the Lover M<nitgoaner7*a lepoKonlheThole nhjeot 

^Tlie rmlt of mTcatlgattan thtooghoed the Pon^bo^Seeemded hj Mr 
Lavreoce (Chief C qmTni a ifinrr )— Bon aid e d to GoTvamexit, and met vith 
appronl^A proQ^aeoation imed— A bige meetag hdd at Umnlm— A> 
eo^ of the meeting—AgTeemesls aagoed bj the heads of all lod h^ 

the Independent HAjahs-^-Approbatioii of the Tndfam Gormunent. 

Tub retreat of Holtar 171111 his ally, Ameer Klian, 
after the battle of Deig, m 1805, and his attempt to pro- 
mote on embrogUo between the English and the SiUis, 
by mducmg the latter to espouse hia cause, first brought 
us into direct commumcation with that growing power, 
the heterogeneous elements of which wore at that time 
being consolidated by that master spmt, Eunjeot Smgh 
This wonderful man, rising out of one of the mmot and 
least important of the twelve hlisls, or confedcmacs, of 
the Sihhs, had already succeeded m bnngmg nearly nil 
the other ^Fisls into a state of recognised subordmntion 
to himself, some had been entirely absorbed, others won 
into oUmneo, until, sealed on the throno of Lahore, not 
as a delegated viceroy, either from the Great Mogul of 
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Delhi, or the Abdallee Afghan of Cahul, hut as an inde- 
pendent soveieign, he had, by vanous means, by force of 
arms, or by the fear of their force, by threats or persua- 
sions, and not unfreqnently by treacliery, extended his 
authority over all the Sikh States to the north and -west 
of the Sutlej, and exeicised m some cases, and claimed m 
otheis, a supiemacy over those on the south. Holkar’s 
letreat, followed up so piomptly by Loid Lake, brought 
the Enghsh troops to the very banks of this temtonal 
boundary; and their presence theie m formidable array 
induced the Sikhs to enter mto a tieaty, signed at Lahore, 
on the 1st of January, 1806, by which Lunjeet Singh, who 
was then only styled a “ Sndar,” and his “ turban bro- 
thel,” Futteh Singh Alhoowallea, repudiated all league 
with'Holkar, and pledged themselves not to molest the 
English. Three yeais later, the gi’eat pohtical commo- 
tions which were appaUing Europe extended their influ- 
ence even to our Indian possessions, a formidable al- 
hance between France and Russia, threatenmg an in- 
vasion of India through Persia, called for the utmost 
diplomacy to secure, if possible, a federal defence on our 
northern frontier, hir. Elphmstone was sent to Shah 
Shoojah, at Cabul, and Mr Metcalfe to Runjeet Smgh. 
The suspicious and vacillatmg Rajah kept Mr. Metcalfe 
in unavaihng attendance for many weeks, imtil Sir D. 
Ochterlony crossed the Jumna, and advanced to Loo- 
diana with a considerable body of troops . the presence 
of these, withm a few miles of his capital, brought Run- 
jeet Smgh to reason. A treaty of mutual fiiendship 
between the two “high contracting powers,” extorted 
partly by the fears, and scarcely less by the hopes, of 

K 2 
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the Sihh ruler, -waa agreed to and signed at tfiuntaur, on 
the 26th of April, 1809, and to the general terms of that 
treaty Eunjeet Smgh adhered to the end of his life. 
With aE his ambition, he did not lack the common sense 
to see that his pohcy lay in mamtaining friendship -with 
a poirer before nrhich every native state that had 
attempted to put itself in rivalry had snnk Thus did 
the Enghsh firat take up an advanced position on the 
banks of the Sutlej , and though the force ivas sub- 
sequently reduced, and strong piotestatioiis were issued 
agmust extending our temtory beyond the Jumna, Loo- 
diaua never ceased to be our frontier station 
The whole intermediate country, formed mto smaller 
statea and peopled by vanons dasses, Sikhs, Juts, and 
Mnhomedans, though reaUy independent, gradnoEy came 
under Enghsh mfluence, as aeekmg our protection from 
the threatened aggressive demands of the Imhoro Bajah, 
as the self-constituted head of the Sikh race. The troa 
chery of Goodut Smgh, of Lodwa, during the sicgo of 
Delhi and the battle of Deig, had lost to him his foof 
of Knrnal which was soon after occupied hy Enghsh 
troops , and this force was afterwards removed to Dm 
balla. The Eojohs of Puttooln, Nnhha, Jeend, Kythul, 
Ac., were formally taken under Bntish protection m 
1809, and were subsequently known ns “ tbo protected 
Sikh States ” The important temtoncs of the Alhoo- 
wuEca Enjah, and of Ferozeporo (at that tunc held by n 
chfldless widow), wero brought under English protcc 
tion m 1827,* and the latter became, m 1838, a mih 


CosiDgbuDf CBUlf, p. ISI. 
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tary station. Sucli were the steps by which this large 
tract of country, lying between the Jumna and Sutlej, 
commonly called the Cis-Sutlej States, was giadually 
brought under Enghsh influence A pohtical agent at 
Umballa, with an assistant at Loodiana, under the Eesi- 
dent at Delhi, formed the system of local government, 
which was empowered to suggest and lecommend, and, 
in some cases, enforce, any measures of a social and 
administrative, as well as pohtical, character, and among 
those evils arising flom native misrule which attracted 
the attention of the English officers m this department^ 
the prevalence of infanticide would seem to have received 
some notice “ It appears,” says one who was for some 
time officially connected with these states,’*' “that be- 
tween the years 1822 and 1846 repeated proclamations, 
couched m general terms, expressive of the detestation m 
which the crime is held by the British, wera issued from 
the Agency Office, and it is admitted on aU hands that 
the effect has been highly beneficial — to a great extent 
mdeed, successful ” 

Still it must be confessed that such general denuncia- 
tions of it, though of temporary or partial effect, were 
not productive of any real suppression of the crime It 
was, no doubt, performed less openly and avowedly, for 
fear of the anger of the paramount power , but in so 
many small states, under mdependent rule, the co- 
operative enforcement of any system of measures does 

* G F Edmonstone, Esq , Com- cretary to the Punjab Board of Admi- 
missioner of Cis-Sutlej States, m a mstration 
letter dated May 6, 1862, to the Se- 
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not seem to have been attempted, and, -mthont that, per 
manent snccess could hardly be hoped for 

It has been already remarked that the Jnllundhur Doab, 
or Trans-Sutlg States, were annexed by the F.ngluh m 
the year 1846 In this new temtory, the tocsm of war 
against this cnmo was first sounded by Mr John Law 
rence, the First Commissioner of that division* His 
strenuous denunciations, warnings, and threats, backed 
by hiB personal commumcation and influence, consi 
derably arrested its progress m that quarter, by arousing 
alike the fears and sympathies of the people. 

Hot must we omit to mention that, among the many 
duties devolving on the heads of the Lahore Durbar, m 
their attempt to amehorate the devastated and degraded 
condition of the Puqjab, this inhuman anmo reccnvod 
consideiatiou. Instructions were sent to Sawun Mull, 
the Dewan (governor) of Mooitan, and to his son and 
successor, the traitor Moolmj, to suppress it m that dis- 
tnct, where it was reported to prevail But these in 
Btructions, verbally commnmcatod to subordmatcs, were 
unheeded. 

The first oiEcinl commumcation of its cxistonco m the 
more recently annexed temtory of the Punjab Proper 
was made by Major E Lake, Deputy Commissioner of 
Deenannggur, m November, 1851 In reporting the case 
of a bttlo girl, whoso death was at first thought to have 
taken place nnder suspiaous circumstances, ho goes on 
to direct the attention of the Board of Administration to 
the frightful prevalence of the cnmo among the Bedecs m 
Dcrah Baba Nnnuk Around tlmt aty of the founder of 
then fhmdy and their liuth ho bcheved il to bo umvorsal 
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“ It us an undoubted fact,” he says, “ that there are a 
thousand families of Bedees who for the last four hundred 
years have destroyed aU. their female ofisprmg . humamty 
demands that special measures should be taken for the 
suppression of this barbarous and unnatural custom ” ^ 
Major Lake’s report was not considered sufficiently de- 
tailed and full to justify the immediate adoption of any 
measures by the Board, and, moreover, it was feaied 
that the Bedees weie by no means the only class in the 
Punj'ab who perpetiated the crime. Before, then, any 
general system could be mtroduced for its suppression, 
further infoimation was necessary, not only respecting 
the Bedees, but lespectmg all the classes who might be 
suspected of the practice, and with a view to obtainmg 
this, a circular was addressed to the Commissioner of 
each of the divisions of the Punjab, directing him “ to 
ascertam whether the crime prevailed in his district, and, 
if so, to what extent, and to suggest what measures he 
thought most likely to be effectual m suppressmg the 
practice ” 

The result of this general reference tended to show 
that comparatively few classes were free from the crime, 
and to impress the minds of the authorities very strongly 
m favor of persuasive and sumptuary measures rather 
than those of surveillance and coercion. 

With the writer so frequently quoted, f and who him- 
self was soon to take so conspicuous a part m the 
movement m the Punjab, they saw that “ the evil to be 

* Extract £iom a letter to B Mont- -]- Mr Baikes’s Notes on North, 
gomerjj Esq , then Commissioner of West ProvinceSj p 11 
Lahore, dated Not 21, 1861 
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mastered was not m men’s bodies only, but in tlieir souls , 
not only m therr acta, but m tbeir motives,” and to be 
dealt witb accordmgly, that m grapplmg with this 
monster crime, the only hope of permanent success lay m 
destroymg that pnnaple to which it owed its existence. 

While this preliminaiy information was being obtamed, 
Mr Montgomery was appomted one of the members of 
the Board of Administration (now under the title of Ju 
dicial Commiaaioner) , the commissionership of Lahore, 
which was held for a short time by Mr G- C Barnes, 
a^m became vacant, and was filled by Mr C Roikes, 
whose judiaous and successftil plans among the Chohan 
Eiypootfl of Mynpooree it had been decided to mako the 
model of the Punjab measures, as “ bemg the only true 
way of suppresamg infanticide." It will be at once xm 
derstood how great an impetus the whole movement 
received by the addition of so much practical cxpcnenco 
and zeal 

The existence of this enme had been first reported 
among the Bedees, and among them the first attempt was 
made to suppress it Mr D F MLcod, who was then 
Commissioner, and Miyor Herbert Ed wnrdcs, the Deput) 
Commissioner of the JuUundhur District, had from the 
first entorod with great earnestness mto this subject, and 
prepared very valuable reports,* setting forth tlio whole 
bcanngs of the case ns regarded tlio position of the 
Bedees and of the Khutrecs generally Having by per 
sonnl intcrcourso paved the way for a more easy adjust 
mont of their difficulties, a largo mcotmg of the Bedees 

• Tbc»c tro Report* form Uic meat Tilojible part of iHoSclccUons cfPiu\b^ 
CorrapondcDCt, wL L No. G. 
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and Boonjaee Khutrees of tlie neiglibourliood was or- 
ganised, with a view to their discussing the various dif- 
ferences which hitherto prevented their intermarriage. It 
did not take place, however, until after Major Edwardes 
had left, and it was held under his successor, Captain 
Farrington (Mr D. F. M‘Leod, the Commissioner, pre- 
sidmg), on Apnl Ath, 1853, at Haee Tank, near Julluu- 
dhur, a spot which had especial attraction as bemg a 
favorite place of Hin doo pilgrimage. At this meetmg, 
the Boonjaee Khutrees (out of whom it will be re- 
membered that Gooroo Nanuk and his descendant Bedees 
sprang) consented to waive all then scruples, whether 
aiising from reverence for the sacredness of the Bedee 
race, or from the motives of retahation or of economy 
(as suggested by Major Lake), and to give and take 
daughters m marriage with the Bedees, reservmg only 
the condition that then own marnage customs and rates 
should be retamed, which, bemg very economical, greatly 
enhanced the value of the arrangement, and indirectly 
set the example of adopting that principle which was 
afterwards to be applied to all classes At this meetmg 
an agreement was entered mto regulating the marnage 
expenditure m future, which was prefaced with this re- 
markable admission 

“It IS without doubt that the Bedee Khutrees are, 
from time immemorial, of the same stock as the Boonjaees, 
and, from the period of Baba ISTanuk, when the Bedees 
assumed the pnestly office, there has been a shght estrange- 
ment between the Bedees and Boonjaees, and the bad 
practice of female infanticide was piactised by the Bedees, 
nevertheless, friendship and commumcation continued 
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■with the Boonjoees Under the Bnbsh Goretnnient m 
fanticade la Btnctly forbidden. 'We now all, of our oirn 
free TviH, and according to the ■wishea of GoTemment, 
have given up this •wicked practice , it has become, con 
sequently, necessary for us to settle this shght difference, 
and to provide marriages for our daughters.”* 

Shortly after (April 21st), Major Abbott, the Deputy 
ComnuRsioner of Hosheyarpore, effected a gathering of 
all the Eajpoots residing on the lower Hills. Here the 
question of mamago expenditure was avowedly and 
openly mooted and discussed, and arrangoments at once 
entered mto — a predisposition thereto having been created 
by his personal mtercourse and mfluence. 

In the middle of that year (1863) Mr Montgomery 
condensed mto a most able and mtercstmg report the 
whole of the information he had received from aU quarters. 
He learned that our efforts and influence among the races 
who peopled the Cis-Sutlq States and the Jullundhur 
Doab had not been altogetbermeffectnal. Ourmterfcrcnco 
hud certainly been felL Men no longer avowed the prac 
tice, us formerly, nor perpetrated it so openly In some 
cases a parent's tender heart, or his conviction of the 
enormity of the act, came to the rescue of a helpless babe, 
under the security and protection of English law Thus 
It appeared that, even among the classes who had bceu 
most notonous for the crime, girls ■wero now occasionally 
met ■with, and their numbors gradually mcreased-t Tet 

* of Banlab C on apoBd wto had tlrcadj ihom a rtwlmei to 

entt, voL L p. 517 

+ liiia ImptOTBnenl '»u locat per aiui beoHM conUnlei to mlefimiTT 
ccptiblo ■iwfmj (bo Bodhcc^ mu to with the better Qiutrce ri a nii . 

>oiDO extent thfi Bnees iho. 
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tlie disproportion of the sexes remained, and the cnme 
was still unquestionably perpetrated to an appalhng ex- 
tent. While, however, our rule had given so much pro- 
tection and encouragement to the tender-hearted or con- 
scientious parent, it had, on the other hand, created, or 
rather strengthened, another evil — ^the unrestrained im- 
portumty and extortion of the beggars Under the Sikh 
reign, when every man “ did what was right m his own 
eyes,” these mendicants were occasionally kept in order 
by the fear of bemg beaten off by those who had the 
courage to make so good a use of them freedom of action ; 
but imder our rule, as it was “not lawful to beat any 
one,” the extortion of these mendicants, emboldened by 
impunity, had become excessive. It became necessary, 
therefore, to interfere for the protection of marriage 
parties against these harpies, hir Montgomery, m re- 
portmg the result of the general inqumy, suggested that 
the great prmciple of voluntary reduction of marriage ex- 
penses, which had been so readily adopted by the Bedees 
and Bajpoots at the Jullundhur and Hosheyarpore meet- 
ings, should be introduced, and that the law should mter- 
pose to secure all marriage parties from the attacks of the 
Bh^ts and Meeidsees This report was passed on to Go- 
vernment by Mr. J Lawrence, the Chief Commissioner, 
with some valuable comments of his own. He “ strongly 
deprecated any strict system of supervision by the police 
as certam to be impotent for good, and hable to be used 
as an engine of extortion and oppiession 

“A system of espionage” (he went on to say) “is but 
hkely to enhst the feelmgs of the people against our 
efforts, and thus furmsh a powerful mducement to thwart 
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them If we can once get influential natives to set their 
faces against female infiintiade, to consider it a crime and 
a disgrace, our eventual success may be deemed certain 

“ Any measure by ■which the expense attendant on the 
mamage ceremony can be fixed at a moderate sum, pro- 
portioned to the means of the bride’s lamily, will produce 
the best results. It la astonishmg what huge sums are 
spent on such occasions. People hve to save money to 
marry theur daughters , others impoverish themselves for 
life to outvie their neighbours. Such is the custom all 
over India, but it is, perhaps, earned to a greater extent 
m the Punjab than elsewhere. Seventeen lacs of rupees 
(170,000/ ) are snid to have been spent at the raamage 
of Konwur Nao-Nihal Singh, grandson of Eimjeet Smgh, 
with the daughter of the Ataree Chief Eight lacs 
(80,000/) at that ofthelateEnjohof Alhoowollea. The 
other day, Eiyah Tej Smgh expended a lac of rupees 
(10,000/ ) at the wedding of his mocc, momed to the son 
of a poor Brahmin, near Sahorunpoor In every rant of 
life the Hindoo, economical and even parsimomoua in 
every other respect, is lavish on this occaaon 

The Chief Commissioner also confirmed a suggestion 
which had been made by Mr Montgomery, that a meet 
mg of the heads and most influential men of the tnbea 
known to practise it withm two hundred miles of Hm 
ntsur should bo held at that aty at the next Dcwallco 
festival, for the soke of discussing the subject of inter 

* Letter Na 46^ from P MelTflt O oTcn u ncat of Inda, forc^ Depart 
Z»q,, SeCTctarj to llie Chief Cominb- oat Jily 8, 1553, 
liooer to the Ofllciithjg Secretary to 
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marriage gcuerall}’’, and diawing up rules for future re- 
gulation of marriage expendilime. 

The lepoit and its attendant recommendation received 
the hearty approval and sujiport of the Indian Govern- 
ment, as was corammiicated to the Chief Commissioner 
in a letter horn the Secrctaiy to the Government of 
India, from which the following passages are extracted*'^ 

“The Governor-General m Council lias read these 
papers with deep mterest and much gratification. He 
can conceive no purer or higher source of pride for the 
public officers of a state than such a record as this of the 
wide and rapid success of their exertions on behalf of the 
honor of oui lule m the rescue of suffeiing humanity — 
exertions which are so eminently calculated to leflect 
honoi on the British name, and to add largely to the 
mateiial happmess of the people whom Providence has 
lately confided to our caie 

“ The steps proposed by you, at the suggestion of the 
Judicial Commissioner, aie appioved of by his Loidship 
m Council. Concurrmg with you in the opinion that 
anything like open supervision, or secret espionage, on 
the part of the pohee should be avoided, as hkely to lead 
to extortion and oppiession, the Governor-General m 
Council is nevertheless of opmion that the sentiments of 
the Government, m condemnation of this horrible crime, 
should not be left to make their own way upon the con- 
victions of the people, but should be openly proclaimed 
and enforced, by denunciation of certain punishment upon 
those who are convicted of ofiendmg. 

* The entire letter, No. dated Sept. 7, 1868, "mil be found in the 
Appendix 
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“ There are two causes alleged for female mfanbcide, 
the one is a religious one, founded upon peculiar tenets 
or considerations of caste , the other is a pecuniaiy one, 
ansing out of the habitual eipenditure of huge sums upon 
ruamage ceremonies. 

“ The Gkivemmeut can bring its authority to bear upon 
both causes, by prodauning that the destruction of female 
children is murder, whatoTer may be the moving cause 
of the crime, and that it aholl, m case of conviction, bo 
implacably visited with the punishment justly due to 
every murderer 

“ The second of the two causes of mfanticido can only 
be efFeotuaHy removed by a voluntary detemnnaticiu of 
the people themselves to limit, by common consent, tho 
expenses of mamuge ceremonies to such amounts ns shall 
do away with all mducement to, or pretext for, tho secret 
destruction of their female children. To this end, tho 
proposed great meeting nt Umntsur dunng tho ensumg 
Dewallee will materially conduce. Tho Governor 
General m Council will look with the keenest mtorcst 
for tho reports (which you and yunr coadjutors nro re- 
quested to forward) of tho results of this important 
gathonng 

“ If tho Government of Indm can m any way contn 
bate to the probahihtics of success, it will bo most ready 
to do so ” 

In nccordancQ with theso instructions, tho foUowmg 
PnocLAUATiOK WDS drawn np, and issued throughout tho 
Punjab 

“ Whereas, it has been brought to tho notice ot tlio 
Most Noble the Governor General m Council, that tho 
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practice of destroying female cMdien, either at the time 
of biith, or subsequently, is prevalent among certam 
classes of people in the-Pimjab, the following orders are, 
by diiection of the Most Noble the Govemor-G-eneral, 
hereby notified to the pubhc, for their mformation and 
gmdance, with a view to the suppression of this horrid 
piactice, winch is sinful m the eyes of God, and hateful 
to the authorities : 

“ 1 Any person committmg the crune of infanticide, 
m defiance of God and of the authorities, will incur the 
penalty of murder. 

“ 2 The crime was most prevalent among the Bedee 
commumty, but some of the members have lately ab- 
stained from it. This fact has afforded great satisfaction 
to the Most Noble the Govemoi-Geneial, and it is hoped 
that all the Bedees, without exception, will give up the 
evil practice, and follow the right path , otherwise, those 
famihes who contmue to perpetrate the crime shall, be- 
sides mcumng the above penalty {%.e of mmder), forfeit 
all their Jagheers and other pensionary allowances, &c , 
which may have been assigned to them by Government. 

“ 3 Any person who, conscientiously fearmg God 
and the authorities, may use his endeavom’s towards 
suppressing the crime of female infanticide, m com- 
phance with the wishes of Government, will be held 
deservmg of reward, honor, and title from the Most 
Noble the, Governor-General of India. 

“ 4 Be it known that a general meetmg of high British 
functionaries attached to the Punjab, and of Bajahs, chiefs, 
and other native gentry, wdl be held at Umntsur, m the 
month of Katik (October), durmg the DewaUee festival, 
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Tvitli a View to devise meaantes for the snppresaion of 
female urfantioide. All peiBons desrrous of attending the 
meetmg are herehy mvited to do bo at the tune and 
place above indicated.”* 

The tenor of thia proclamation presents a striking con 
trast to all official documents that had previously appeared 
on the subject, not more in the distinct manner m which 
the crime is alluded to and pronounced to ho murder, 
than m the high, pure principles on which it is repro 
bated by a Chnstian Government, principles which 
they avowed themselves prepared to support bv tho foil 
weight of moral influence os well ns legislative authonty 
Confiscated Jogheers and forfeited penoons were m fa 
ture to follow the conviction of any member of a Bedeo 
family, whereas rewards or honors, or even titles, were 
in store for such os should, be most forward m abandon 
mg the inhuman practices of their forelathers. 

Such were the steps which led to that vast gnthonng 
at Umntsnr, in tho end of October, 1858, winch for tho 
mimhers and rank of tho assembly, as well as for its niter 
mfluence, may bo well regarded ns the great cpocli m the 
lustoiy of tho anti infimtiadnl movement. 

Hero were assembled mdepondent Enjahs and tnbntnry 
Jagheerdars, high Eajpoots of Kangra and Jummoo, 
and Munhfls firom tho plains , wcaltliy Bcdccs of Derah 
Nanuk and Gogaira , Brahmans, and Khutrecs, and Ifa 
homedaus, tho commercial and mumapnl heads of cvciy 
city of note, and delegates from tho ngncultural and 

• Bdectienn trow tbs PiiHio Corwapm^aicc of Itfl Poojib, toL L ba S, 
WUl. 
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trading comnuinitics of cvciy disLiict within two liiindrcd 
miles of XTmritsni 

Tins meeting, as originall}' aiimigod, -vias to liavc liccii 
piesidcd o\ci by the leading Tunjab functional ics, the 
Cliief Commi'^sionei, jMr LainencCj with Ins judicial and 
hnancial collcaguesj Jlr. iMontgoiiiciv and i\rr. Edinon- 
stone, suppoited by I^fr. D F. ^FLeod, IMr. Cliailcs 
Eaikcs, aiidiVrr G C. Bainesjat that time, lespcctivcly. 
Commissioners of the Jullundhiiij Lahoio, and Cis-Sutlej 
Divisions — “the fii^L (Mi, M'Lcod), ns having taken the 
chief lead in the suppiessing infanticide m the Punjab, 
the second (i\Ii'. Eaikes), as being the gicai originatoi of 
the movement m India, and the tlnid (Mi Barnes), as 
possessing gieaf'si ninucnco with llie Rajpoots of ICan- 
gia than any othci peison.”’*' But Mi Lawieiicc was 
111 gently summoned to the fiontior,f and j\Ii’ Raikes was 
pi evented attending by sudden and severe illness — an 
absence deeply regietted b}'’ the wliole meeting, not only 
because he had taken so lively an mteiest m it, but be- 
cause he was looked to as the expositor of the pnnciple 
which he had himself oiigmated, and which that meeting 
was assembled to carry out. The chief duties, therefore, 
devolved on Mr. Montgomeiy and IMi Edmonstone, tlie 
Judicial and Financial Commissioners, who weie sup- 
ported by hir. M'Leod and Mr Barnes, and assisted 
throughout b}^ nearly all the neighbounng Deput}’’ Com- 
missioners To Mr C. Saimders, of Urantsm, the 
greatest praise was justly accorded for the entire ai- 

* Mr Montgomery’s Minutes on In- f Colonel Maekeson Lad been assas- 
fanticide Selections of Punjab Cor- sinated a short tunc before, and dis- 
respondence, vol i p 416 turbances were ctpccted at Pesbawur. 

L 
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rangements, ‘‘ which added so much ^cJai and digmty to 
the meeting” 

The first day was devoted to the prelimmary forma 
tion of a general committee, compnsmg all the most m 
telligent and influential Eojahs and Sirdars, with the 
Deputy Commissioners. By these, the principles of the 
two meetings already held at Jnllundhur and Hoshcy 
arpore, affecting the Bedeea and Rajpoots, were discussed, 
and pronounced to be capable of general application , 
and it was agreed that they ^onld be taken as tho basis 
of future proceedings 

On the second day these pnnciples wore communicated 
by the heads and delegates to thoir diflercnt tnbcs and 
classes, in private conclaTC The Bambagb presented 
the novel and striking scene of bodies of natives — Raj 
pools, Bedees, Khntrees, Mahomedans, (Lc. — formed into 
separate group^t, under the guidance of their own chiefs, 
dehberatmg on the most important object for which they 
had been brought together by their English rulers 

“Rajah Deena Nath and Eiyah Saheb Decal presided 
over the debbcrations of the Brahmin and Khutreo com 
mittecs, and were both able and valuable counsellors on 
tho occasion- Birdnr Shumshcro Smgh and iletab Singh, 
respectively tho representatives of tho noblo Sindccan 
wala and Mujetca families, Sirdar Kirpal Smgh, hlulvcc, 
and Ilurdut Smgh, Budnnea, with Sirdar Jod Singh 
and other Sikh clucflams, guided tho deliberations of 
the Jat and Sikh fraternities, and contnbutod greatly by 
tbcir advicQ and countenance to a satisfactory tormina 
tion. Nawab Emam-oo^cen Khan, and other hfaho- 
modau gentlemen, presided over tho counal of the 
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Maliomedans, and appeared to take the same wann and 
praisewortliy inteiest m furtlienng the object of the 
meeting 

“ After fom’ or five hours’ close and earnest consulta- 
tion, the committee handed in their seveial wiitten and 
duly-attested agreements In these documents -weie laid 
down well-graduated scales of marriage expenditure for 
the different castes and commumties whose interests weie 
concerned In the majoiity of them three or four grades 
of expenditm’e, accordmg to the means and position m 
society of the parties contracting the mainage, were re- 
cogmsed, and a maximum as well as a minimum of ex- 
penditure fixed, also all the details of charge, the 
gratuities to Brahmins, Barbers, and others, and the other 
incidental expenses of the marriage feast and procession 
were laid down at length 

The third and last day of this meeting were devoted to 
the great Dm'bar, or Council, when all who had hitherto 
been dehberatmg separately were to combme together m 
one general assembly, and to declare publicly, as it were, 
“ with one heart and one voice,” their determmation'to 
suppress this cnme. Pavihon-tents had been pitched 
enclosmg an area of some two hundred feet in length 
and sixty m breadth, and capable of accommodating 
about three thousand people. Of this canvas hall of 
audience the upper part was appropriated to the English 
functionaries and the native chiefs, with them personal 
attendants. Seats for about sixty of the most important 
of these were arranged m the usual semicmcular form, 


* Official Report of the Umritsui Meeting, Selections, &c , Tol i p 434 

L 2 
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the centre ones being occupied by the CJonmuasioneirs , 
Deputy Commiasionera being judicioualy distributed at 
intervals of four or five among the Eajahs and Sirdars, 
and brought as fiir as it was possible in proximity mth 
the leading men in their several districts The arrange 
ment of so large a body of native nobles and gentlemen 
of eveiy grade ivas no easy task, and lest all their pre- 
vious labor should be rendered nugatory, and a similar 
dilemma arise to that which so greatly imperilled the 
unanimity of the Mynpooree meeting, a committee of five 
of the Deputy Commissioners was formed, to whom was 
entrusted this most difficult and dehcate proceeding Of 
this conumttee, Mr J luglis and Mr Bowrmg — ^whosc 
former connexion with the Lahore Durbar had made 
them conversant with native etiquette and the rules of 
precedence — were the most active Each native Kajah, 
and Sirdar, and gentleman was received on entering the 
reception tent by ono of the members of this committee, 
and conducted with becoming honor and duo marks of 
consideration to the seat allotted to hun , and so perfect 
were these arrangements, thot, “ though an unprecedented 
number of natives of rank wero assembled, there was not 
a single expression of disapproval, disappointment, or dis- 
pleasure,"* 

The account of this Durbar is thus further given m 
tho Official Eeport 

“The busmess of tho meeting was opened by !Mr 
Edmonstonc, who, afier a few prehmmar} remorhs, read 
a translation of the Gro^cmo^ Generals letter conve)nng 

• Ilewrt of tbc Umrilxar MetUoff Selections, p. 137 Fertterbacf 

iht BnjW tee Appeodix. 
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his sanction to, and approval of, the objects of the meet- 
ing; his determination to pnnish all who might be here- 
after convicted of female infanticide as for murder, no 
less than lus leadiuess to confer honorary distinctions on 
those who might cordiall}’- co-operate with the officers of 
Government in extirpating the inhuman practice. Mr. 
Edmonstone then expressed the anxiety with which the 
Government officers had watched the deliberations of the 
several classes on the preceding day, and the satisfaction 
with which intelligence of their successful termmation 
had been leceived , and concluded by readmg the general 
form of agreement, and demanding from the assembled 
crowds wli ether they concuned in the sentiments winch 
It expiessed, and were piepared to signify their determi- 
nation to conform to the conditions which it lecited by 
affixing then signatures in the presence of the repre- 
sentatives of Government. On a general expiession of 
assent being given, numerous copies of it were handed 
round for signature, the Rajpoots and other chiefs sign- 
mg Subsequently, Mi' M‘Leod rose, and conveyed the 
thanks of Government to those Residents of the Jullun- 
dhur and Hosheyarpore districts, who m the previous 
year had taken the lead m the measures which now had 
been generally adopted He exhorted all present not 
only to act up to the letter of the engagements mto which 
they had severally entered, but to receive and adopt 
them in their whole spirit, and to omit no opportunity of 
manifestmg then: detestation of the practice, as weU as of 
contnbutmg to its extinction ”t 

* The form of agreement is given. t Selections of Punjab Correspond- 
m Appendix ence, vol up 438 
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Tlie cooperation of the independent Bajahs -vFho ex 
erased judioal and fiscal power ^vlthm their own Jq 
gheers was also enlisted* Withont their concurrence, all 
the other meaflures adopted would have been at least 
imperfect, if not futde. 

The AlhoowoUea Rajah, and those of Chumba, Sukeet, 
and Mundee, also entered into an agreement that, within 
their own jurisdiction, they would cany out to the full 
extent the prmciples and objects of this meetmg • 

The Official Report thus concludes 
“ The CJommiaaionerB are persuaded that this detenm 
nation will be long impressed on the recollections of all 
who witnessed the mtoresting spectacle, and that it will 
have the most powerful moral effect The natural feci 
mgs of the people have been strongly appealed to , their 
hopes have been exatod, their fears aroused, and their 
sense of self mterest conciliated Some may still cling to 
the notions which have been fostered in thoir mmds sinco 
^ childhood, still pnde themselves on their eupenor birth, 
and, for a time, contmuo the reprobated practice, but 
the fear of detection, the diaine of exposure, the inevi 
table consequences, will gradually have their ordinary 
effect, and it is hardly too much to anticipate that ere tlio 
present generation die out the practice will have ceased, 
even among those tnbes who have been most addicted 
to it hitherto 'Whato\er may be the general sense of 
the people os to the attack which has thus openly been 
mode upon the custom of nges — whctlier they are pre 
pared or not to relinquish that which, m their estimation, 


• SccAn«*n3ix- 
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IS a mark of superior biitli — ^tliis, at any rate, is certain, 
that the people are smceie m their desue to have matii- 
monial expenses restricted withm reasonable limits, and 
certain obstacles to intermarriages between pai'ticular 
classes removed; and there can be httle doubt that they 
wiU cordially imite in carrying out the agieement which 
on this head they have executed. The extravagant ex- 
pendituie, Intherto considered indispensable, has certamly 
been the mam incentive to the commission of this crime , 
and the removal of the one affords the surest hope of the 
eiadication of the other, m the com’se of time 

A moie fitting conclusion to this account of the gieat 
Umntsur meetmg cannot be found than m the woids m 
which the Governor-Geneial m Council commimicated 
his congratulations to all concerned, upon “ the eminent 
success with which their exeitions had ah’eady been 
crowned.” 

“The Governor-General m Coimcil does not think 
that he overrates the importance of these mcidents when 
he desciibes the result of the meeting at Umritsur as the 
commencement of a new social era among the people of 
the countries beyond the Jumna 

“The benevolence, the perseverance, the judgment 
and tact by which this harmomous result has been educed 
from out of such various and discordant materials, aie 
honorable m the Inghest degree to the gentlemen whose 
names are enrolled m the record before his Lordship m 
Council 

“ To see hereafter the npemng fnnt of then present 


* Selections of Punjab Correspondence, p 440 
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laboiB will be a higher reward to them than any honor 
that the Glovemnient or Court of Directore can bestow 
Nevertheleas, his Lordship in Council desires to renew to 
them, one and aU, an assurance of the mtereat and deep 
satisfaction with which the supreme GoTemment has 
marked them efforts for good, and of the earnestness 
with which It will endeavour duly to represent them 
merits to the Honorable Court.”* 

* Letter from J F Gruit, Esq.. OofTnm lemur of the Pcijib, dated 
Ofllaatiiig Secretary to GOTermncnl Of Fe3x 1, 1854* 

Tnrl^ to Joha Xawtcqco, Eaq CUof 
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CHAPTER X. 

BEPLECTIONS ON THE TOIMTSTJIl MEETING 

The Dewallee festival — ^Mea of ivar mcetmg m peace— Alhoowallea E^ah — 
Eajahs Tej Smgh and Decna Nath — ^Nawab (Slieik) Emam-oo-decn — Sirdar 
Shumsherc Singhj Sindcean-wala — Kangra and Jnmowal Rajahs — Moofsid 
Sikhs — The Rcdce Bikrama Singh not permitted to attend — Concluding re- 
maiks 

Such was tlie great Umiitsur meeting of 1853 In 
the foregoing account we have been glad to avail our- 
selves largely of the language of those officers whose 
privilege it was to take part m this good work Their 
full and lucid accounts of the steps which led to this 
meetmg, and the circumstances attending it, afforded, as 
we felt, the best medium for presentmg a clear insight 
mto the movement itself, and mto the deep mterest which 

led them on to further it , yet we may be permitted to 

/ 

offer a few remarks on this most interesting event, be- 
fore proceeding to trace out the subsequent measures 
which extended the influence of this meetmg through the 
length and breadth of the Punjab. We will, moreover, 
trespass on our readers’ patience with a short account of 
the most notable among that goodly array of native 
chiefs who were there assembled, rejoicmg if our proxi- 
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mity to some of tbe scenes of their memorable deeds shall 
enable ns to catch, before they have altogether passed 
away, the still floating rumours of personal mcident for 
which history would find no place 

The Dewallee* was the occasion selected for this meet 
mg This festival is held m honor of Lukshmee, or Luoh 
mee, who may be regarded os the Venus of the Hmdoos, • 
for m mythological descent and history she greatly re- 
sembles that Pagan deity, though m this festival more 
importance is attached to her additional attnbutes of 
being the dispenser of prospenty and wealth On this 
occasion she is supposed to descend from heaven, and to 
enter those houses where an open door and bright illu 
mmatiOD, inside and out, invito her auspicious presence 
On such a night no Hindoo is too poor to make some 
brilliant demonstratioa of respect, in Hope of gaining her 
favor The Dewallee is usually a great gathering tuno for 
the Sikhs Their holy city with its sacred tank are tlicn 
studded with ten thousand lights, where, lining the mar 
gm of the vast bosm, festooned from pillar to pillar, and 
ascending tier on tier to the top of each lofty mmnrct 
and swelling dome, their glimmer, reflected on the water 
below, presents a sight that goes for to realise the 
bnghtest dreams of fairy land 

This was the festival so well chosen for osscmhhng all 
the leaders of the “daughter slaying” races to deliberate 
on thifl most important social question, with all the so- 
lemnity of association and nttracUvcncss which Umntsur 
could impart to its celebration Ilorc, m the city which 

• Thi> fcrtlnJ Utts on tbc Her moon in th toootli Jreu or JCfriJ 

— ScjitembCT Odober 
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contained tlie temple of the fourth Gooroo, Ram Dass, 
to whom history assigns the honor of being its fomider, 
and of digging’" the vast tank — the “head of the water 
of life,” where also were enslirmed the apocryphal 
battle-axe and Tulwai (or swoid) of their warnor Goo- 
100, the Smghf Govmd, before which the old chivalry 
of the Punjab used to prostrate themselves eveiy yearj 
and lay aside for a time their mutual animosities, and 
kmdle anew the flame of then feudalism; wheie, not 
quite fifty yeais befoie, the youthful Representative of 
England§ had extoited from the fears and policy of “ the 
Lion of the Punjab” the fiist treaty of mutual alliance, 
which foimed the basis of all subsequent mternational 
peace until the death of Rimjeet. Here, at this Kibla of 
the Sikh lace, weie assembled together, at the suggestion 
of the English rulers, within fom’ years after then power 
had become paramount m the Punjab, what lemamed of 
the nobles and statesmen that had constituted Runjeet 
Smgh’s court 

^ Or, as some say, of discovering place, miglit cause sclfislmess to yield 
wliat liad been the ■work of the Hindoo to a regard for the general wellaie, 
deity. Ram Chunder See Cunning- and the assembly of chiefs was termed 
ham’s History of the Sikhs, p 48 a Gooroomutta,’’ to denote that, m 
f The word Smgh, which hteraUy confoimity with Govmd’s injunctions, 
means a hon, and metaphorically a they sought ■wisdom and unanimity of 
champion or warnor, was first apphed counsel &om then teacher and the book 
to the Sikhs, and to himself by Govmd of his word "Mut” means under- 
(ibid.p 70) The term has now fallen standmg, “Mutta,” counsel oi ■wisdom 
mto mdiscnmmate use, especially m Hence, Gooroomutta becomes hteraUy 
the Punjab ^‘the advice of the Gooroo ” — Cun- 

t Tear by year the " Snrbut Kh&lsa,” nmgham’s History of the Sikhs, p 104 
or “whole Sikh people, met once at § Sn Charles Metcalfe was only 
least at Hmntsur, on the occasion of twenty-three years old when he first 
the festival of the mythological Rama, displayed his diplomatic powers , and, 
when the cessation of the periodical in ^ite of the fickleness and the freaks 
rams rendered mflitaiw operations prac- of Runjeet Smgh, brought about the 
ticablc It was perhaps hoped that treaty of ^ril 25, 1809, m the Rajah’s 
the performance of religious duties, camp at TJmntsur See Kaye’s Life 
and the awe mspned by so holy a of Lord Metcalfe 
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Palaces and forts, and strong -walled ahes, that hnt a 
few years before had let loose the hell honnds of war on 
this nnhappy land, to slate a thirst for ambition or re- 
venge — homes that stni bore them dismal records of the 
intemecmo strife, 

Stamped fn Ecrce laesnhg oq Uie battered iraH, 

Wnt m the aOmoe of thenbied baU”— 

now poured forth them inmates, no longer “ m the pomp 
and arcamstance of war,” to imbme their hands m the 
life-blood of rivals or of foreign foes, but 

"In garb of peaee^ cm mmybent * 

men of every rank, and race, and forth, to ratify a com 
mon hond, to set their seal to “ the charter of their 
children," by which the lives of danghtors yet unborn 
should be rescued from the talons of that demon — pnde, 
and be nurtured and loved till m their mamnge contracts 
anaent feuds should be buned, and new tics and Ibond 
ships called into life All this was hoped for m that 
Umntsur meeting 

The first to appear on the scene was the Rajah of 
KuppoothuHo, Rundlicor Singh, the head of the Alhoo- 
wolica hlisl or confederacy, accompanied ly his younger 
brother, Koom\ar Bikmma Smgin They were grand 
sons of Futtoh Singh Alhoownlloa, the turban brother* of 
Maharajah Eunjeet Siugh, who joined with him m signing 
the treaty of 1805 

• n» aditnct of ttnbana ii the vitb Firtlrb Btncb, tod tbc Utter vis 
trmbol of tbe c£:»cst frieodali^ tod hfoerfonnrd tiU 

illboce i on toine public occailon Hon- tber Cmmiflgtam’t Sllii, p. 131 
Jett fiiogb Tcnt tbrongh tlui ceicmoay 
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Tins young KuppootliuUa Hajali, as lio is called from 
tlie fief he holds, had from the fiist evinced the deepest 
concern for the success of the measures which it was 
proposed to adopt for the suppression of a custom, the 
evils of which he so well knew, and liad given tlie fullest 
assurance of the cordial co-operation which might he 
looked for from him’^ when the time should arrive for 
maturing and enfoicmg those measuies, and to the Rajah 
of Kuppoothulla much is due for the noble example he 
set to the Sikh chieftains on this occasion 

Another of the leading members of this “ National 
Confeience” was Rajah Tej Singh, one whose name holds 
a prominent place in the history of both campaigns. In 
the former campaign he was sent forth by the Sikh 
Sirdais, and the voice of the army, to take the field 
under Lall Singh , and to his known reluctance to come 
into collision with the English — a respect for whom he 
had imbibed from his patron, Runjeet Smgh, and his 
brave old unde, Khooshyal Singh, the famous “Jemadar” 
— as justly as to any msinuated treachery, may be attri- 
buted the course he pursued on the banks of the Sutlej. 
On the termmation of the campaign, when the Enghsh 
army occupied Lahore, he was selected for the appomt- 
ment of President of the Council of Regency, which was 
formed-to carry on the Grovernment of the Punjab dunng 
the minority of the young Maharajah Dhuleep Smgh In 
that peaceful assembly at TJmritsur sat this grey-headed 
wamoi, whose word a few years before had swayed the 
armies of the Kh^a, whose wishes and opinions Gro- 

y See, m Appendix, a letter addressed by him to D E MTjeod, Esq , on tlie 
subject. ^ 
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vemor Generals of Tndia and CommanderB-m Cluef had 
paused to consult, now little more tlniT^ a pnvate indivi 
dual, ■mth nominal rank and no power, the heirloss 
pensioner of the Bntish Government, with Lttlo left to 
connect him with his former power and pomp, save the 
palace of the old Jemadar Kiooshynl Smgh at Lahore, 
a pnncely dwelling at TJmntsnr, and tho old fort at 
Seealkote • Yet, nobly does the old man bear his change 
of fortune — xmostentatione, yet dignified, uncomplnming, 
though fiiHen, thankful, it may be, that English rule has 
mterposed to save him from adding one more to the 
countless victims of Sikh mtngnc, anarchy, nndmaasacro, 
and that if he be somewhat ahom of power and rank, ho 
may yet hope to end his days m peace 

Rajah Deena Nath was also there, taking no nnim 
portant part in the arnmgemcntB of the meeting, and 
greatly conducing by his influence and ornmplo to its 
satisfactory result lie too, like Tej Smgh, had held 
high office under Runjeet, having raised lumsclf by groat 
abiUty and industry to tho entire charge of the finances 
of the empire. EDs faithfulness to tho English, though 
onco doubtful, was found proof against tho machinations 
of Clmrut Smgh to involvo him in Shero Smgh a rebel 
horn 

Ilcrc, also, was Nawab (Sbeik) Emam-oo-deen, one 
who hold a place of some importance among tho local 
Governors of tho Punjab His first office imdcr tlio 


• Of tbi fori tbe K*Jah h c^pccuDj 
proud, WWle all the otlter Silh fortn 
Wc citbfT been »pprorrialed bj the 
Eigribh Go'cnnnent, w Lahore Oo- 
TOcghur tad FtuQoor or entirely dc 


moGfhed, oo hitw alwie of all the F^lb 
ehW* the botiof of rrtaiojpj our I i 
been confffml— a dutmrtKm the cll 
Timor duly nlof*. 
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Englisli "was that of tcmpoiary Go\cnior of Cashmere. 
Here he attempted to organise a lehellion, and become 
the lallymg-point of the disbanded Sikhs, and was even 
bold enough for a lime to retain possession of Cashmere 
when called on to tiansfci it to Giiolab Singh, but the 
Ehfdsa, however disallectcd towards llie “ Fcringee,*’* 
mistrusted the Moslemite, and Ins treasonable designs 
failed, and he only escaped the punishment ho deserved 
by the weiglit of the Durbar’s indignation falling on the 
aich-tiaitoi Lall Singh Two )'oars after, however, he 
was able to atone for his former conduct by faithfully co- 
opeiating with the English force under the walls of 
Mooltan. 

Siidar Shnmshere Singh, the head of the Smdeean- 
wala !Misl, was admitted to a high position among the 
Siidais, while many other members of his house foimd 
far less honoied places, having failed to efface from the 
public mmd the remembrance of the part they had taken 
m the rebellion Shumshere Smgh for a time seemed 
mvolved m the tieacheiy of Shere Singh, when the 
latter jomed the forces of Mooliaj, and headed the re- 
belhon, but the proof which the Smdeeanwala Kajah 
' gave of his reluctant and compulsory connexion with that 
traitor, m sei2ang the first opportunity of escapmg from 
Mooltan and seekmg shelter in Edwardes’s camp, re- 
stored him to favor f 

The other Punjab leaders, who by their presence and 

^ “I'crm^ee” as a term of scom by ditionally preserved among tte fol- 
■wIiicIl En^lisnmcn are sometimes called lowers of the Prophet smee the days 
by the nmabitants of Northern India of the Crusades 
and Central Asia It is probably a f Edwardes’s Tear on the Punjab 
corruption of the "word “ Irank,” tra- Erontier, voL in p 622 
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co-operatioti hdped to cany ont this great social reform, 
■were not men of sufficient note to require remark. Here 
were the eleven Htgahe of the Kangra group of Kajpoots, 
either in person or by representative*, the nrrangmg of 
whom, according to their nval claims of precedence, ttos 
a most difficult task , and only the tact of tho officers, 
who, placmg all their duuTB together, seated them m tho 
order m which they chanced to enter, saved them, and 
spared the meeting all the evd consequences of their 
mutual jealousies and discontent 
Dewnn Hurree Chund, also, the influential Ministor of 
tho Maharajah Gholab Smgh of Cashmere, represented 
Ilia sovereign, and was occompomed by the heads of the 
other Dogra clans of the Jtunmowal group of Riypoots 
Beside the Smdeeanwala Sirdars already alluded to, 
whose names will be found far away fiom the posts of 
honor, near the estromities of tho somicirolo m which 
they wore arranged, there wore some, too, of tho At 
tnreewnln and llajeethen Misis, whom tho word Moofsid 
(rebel), attached to their names, consigned to a similar 
fate. Though received under the general amnesty, and 
partly restored to their former jaghoers, or pensioned bj 
tho Government, the part they had played m that drama 
of mtngue and carnage was yet remembered, and this 
was deemed a good opportunity for marking publiely a 
sense of their post dolmqnencics Conscious of their 
poUtical power, and strong in tho goodness of their 
nghtcous cause, and bcUovmg, too, that that power 
might bo greatly strcngthenccl, and that cause promoted 
by such n demonstration of moral influence, the Punjab 
Government, whdo gladly accepting tho co-opcmtion of 
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these hloofsid Siklis in the great work before them, did 
not suffer it to be foi gotten that by their former rebellion 
they had forfeited them high rank among them brethren, 
and that even an humble place in that proud assembly 
was obtained lather by favor than by right. 

But, in speaking of those who did take part in the 
counsels of that day, we must not omit to notice one 
whose presence had been expressly foi bidden, the Bedee 
Bikrama Singh. Political as well as social reasons ex- 
cluded this man Though only in reahty the head of 
the younger branch of the Bedee family, yet, bemg a 
man of proud, ambitious views, and imbued with the 
deepest fanaticism, he had contrived during the days of 
Sikh misrule to wrest the right of supremacy from the 
youthful and more feeble hands of his cousm, Baba Sum- 
poorun Smgh of Gogama This usurped supremacy had 
become in his hands a mighty engine for sedition In 
the troublous days of the Durbar, m conjunction with 
the disaffected and dispossessed Rajahs of Kangra and 
Juswan, he had orgamsed a rebelhous rising in the Hills 
This, however, was speedily suppressed, the Rajahs were 
seized, and the Bedee effected his escape, to find shelter 
with the army of Shere Smgh * After the defeat of the 
Sikhs at Goojrat, Bikrama Singh was mduded in the 
general amnesty, and was permitted to return to Um- 
ritsur, where he still lives, a marked man, and powerless 
Thus unfavorable were his pohtical antecedents, and the 
social dehnquencies written against him were scarcely 
less condemnatory. When hir. Lawrence, as Commis- 


* Barnes’s Kangra Settlement Report 
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moner of JnHundlrar, first endeavoured to suppress in 
fiinticide, he appealed to Bikrtnna Sin^ to give him 
that support which hia position and known mfiaenco 
commanded among his own race , but the answer given 
was at least evasive, if not insolent* 

It was remembered, too, that m the case of a Bedee — 
one Punjab Singh of Moknndpore — who had preserved 
the lives of two daughters, m accordance with what he 
believed to be the epmt of the Grunth,t Bikrama Smgh, 
at the head of the Bedees, hod excommunicated him, 
and caused him to be snbjected to every imogmablc 
social mdigmty for this deviation from tho murderous 
custom, t On the other hand, it was known that m tho 
family of the enperseded cousm, Baba Sumpoonm Singh, 
there lived a httle doubter who had been preserved, it 
was said, at the soliatahon of Lord Hhrdinge, when in 
the Pmgab, in 1846 Justice, thereforo, no less than 
pohey, required the exclusion of tho proud, wily, and 
turbulent high pnest of Umntsur, and the ratroduction 
of tho supoTBeded couam 

By BO pohtic a course, while the conduct of tho one 
was pnbhdy reprobated, the sympathies of the other, 
already shown to be fnvcrmble, were still more forcibly 
enlisted, and a now claim on bw coKipcmtion cstnbbslicd 


• Ho Mud "he long gtTttt tm 
iataToane with the frmnU? kx, ana 
thmldrt had no tnnpUlicm to pope 
trate the Clime" 

f The foUcrtrfng pj < «A gf< tar 
br (^amCnimi^chim inhia llrtcnj 
the BHJis. p. 3s5 arnictcd from 
the Gnmlh (their bolr book\ n ihcrr 
lug lu coilcnaiatlou of female in* 
ft^lode 


■\nth the il a jera of danghlm 
WhoertT ha» Intercourvc him do I 
mrv ** 

And again 

"WborTcT tale* food from the rlirm 
of dalightcn 
Shall die omdrvdietL'* 

1 Major Edronln » Tlepnrt pa' 
II Ponjah Selections toL I p 41? 
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bj tins restitution of a rank wbich had been taken from 
him by his kmsman. 

The present position of the Bedee Bikrama Smgh can- 
not be better explamed than by the followmg incident : 
A son of his was lately married to the daughter of a high 
Brahman at Benares, and the Bedee sohcited of Govern- 
ment permission to be present on, the occasion; but, for 
pohtical reasons', from the still dangerous character of the 
man, it was refused 1 This man, then, who once had 
worn the proud tiara of Sikhdom, — ^he to whom, a few 
years ago, Eajahs and Sirdars would have humbly offered 
the most costly gifts, and have streivn pearls and jewels 
at his feet m token of veneration, is now, withm the 
precmcts of his own Umntsur, a state prisoner at large, 
at the will and pleasure of the conquering Saxon 
“ Jilsttiat infelix Angiisto limite ” 


It was a goodly scene that Umntsur meetmg 1 Men 
of every grade and faith assembled together to inaugurate 
a great pnnciple, — a principle embracmg every class, and 
which every class was eager to apply to its own circum- 
stances, the reduction of marnage expenditure, by which 
dowries were regulated, mendicant Bh^ts and Meerdsees 
provided for, and the days of infanticide numbered 
Under the influence of this principle, the Bajpoot and 
the Bathan found their pnde of birth no longer tempting 
them to the crime, the Bedees and Sodhees became wilhng 
to waive their sacerdotal pnde, and the Khutrees their 
jealousies, and consented to intermany, the Lahoreens 
and Sureens to forget the feuds which had separated 

M 2 
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them , and all were ready to renounce this inhuma n prac 
tioe , for they now saw a way of preserving their pnde, 
their purses, and therr daughters. They saw, too, that 
which had no httle effect m moving them — they saw their 
F.ngliah rulers, with dismterested benevolence, commg 
among them, not only pomtmg out the evils under whicli 
they groaned, but suggesting the way of escaping from 
them , m short, proposing a great socinl reform, the bone 
fits of which they could all foresee, but which not an) 
one of them body, nor any number of them together, 
could have ongmated, for fear of misrepresentation and 
abuse. 

In that Tlmntsur meeting was rung the knell of female 
infanticide m the Punjab 1 
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CHAPTER XI. 

SOTSIDIAHl DISTEICT MEETINGS 

Goojnmwnllflj Ila\rul Pmdcc, Jliclum, Slialipore, Mooltan, with their several 
local associations — ^hlcnsurcs among the Kangra Rajpoots (regarding breach 
of contracts) — Mcctuigs at UmbaUa and Ecrozeporc — The meeting of 
Jummowal Rajpoots at Budhccal under the Prmce Runbheer Smgh — De- 
senphon of the meet mg — Approbation of the Indian Government — ^Private 
congratulations of Lord Dalhousic conveyed to Mr. Raikes on the success 
of Ins measures 

So successful was tlie Uiuiitsur meeting — exceeding 
even the most sanguine expectations as to the unammous 
and cordial assent of the various classes whom it com- 
prised — that it was resolved to extend the mfluence thus 
gained to other districts A call was made by Mr. 
Montgomery, through the several Commissioners on 
those districts not included within the range comprised 
by the “Umritsur gathering,” to hold local meetings for 
the purpose of explammg and obtaimng a wider adoption 
of the lesolutions agreed to there 

The first to respond to this call was the district of 
Gioojranwalla, which mdeed had not been without its 
representatives at Umritsur Goojranwalla’^ hes about 
forty miles to the north of Lahore, on the mam road to 
Peshawm' Of this now important city httle was known 

* Qoojranwalla is identical with the Guseraoh of Baron Hugel. 
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mtil It passed into the family of the great Sikh ruler, 
whose grandfather, Churut Smgh, received it as a portion 
of hiB wife’s dower Under him, in 1762, it offered a sue 
oessful resistance to the Ai%hnn armies of Ahmed Shah, 
when they were returning fresh from the defeat of the 
Mahmttas, on the great Indian battle-field of Paneeput 
Here Ennjeet Singh himself was bom m 1780,* and 
here his immediate ancestors were buned. But the 
greatest benefactor to the town was Hurreo Singh, 
Nulwa, the Sikh general whose frill before the Afghans at 
Jumrood, m 1887, so much affected the Maharajah- This 
Hurree Singh built the whole of the “ Kew Town,” be 
mdes erecting and fortifymg a noblo Baradutice for his 
own pnvate residencet on the outslarls. 

Here, on tho 6th December, 1868, was held a meeting, 
which m its results was most satisCictory Nearly five 
thousand men, of till grades and classes, from the noigh 
bourmg Khutrccs of GoojmnwaHn and IVuicerabnd, to 
tho more distant Mahomedan Hants of HaCmbad, were 
assembled together to consider this great socint question, 
and the agreement was signed with tho utmost rcadme«3, 
tho whole body dedarmg that they “ understood and 


• So Dttlc TD tte birthplace of 
Singh rcgirdcd, other br ha 
omx turnip vherm he W enoohlrd, 
or hb race, vbom he h&d inBDOrUlleed, 
tint the where ho wm currently 
b^ered to hero fint teen the 
wM, ft few^eaa ft heap of ruini. 
To ftBXoglahinftii (Ibe wc j q it Dqwtj 
Conuaa&ner Major Chrke) was it 
r oexi e d to rtscua H from the eur 
r i‘ m wi<[p . j nhUih Qod thrcalcucd oIh 
O rion and the muiddpftl ftuUicrilles 
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the Deputj-CouumssloetCT It w tho* 
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heartily accepted all its provisions. With what mingled 
feehngs must those assembled Sirdars and Jagheerdars 
have joined in that day’s proceedings 1 On one side of 
the tented canopy which covered them might be seen 
the walls of the city that had given bmth to their great 
national ruler' Bunjeet Singh, and the ghttering dome 
where rested the consecrated ashes of his father, Sndar 
Maha Singh, and of several relatives. Amid these monu- 
ments of foimer power and greatness, they were receiving 
from “ foreign” rulers a sympathy and humane mterposi- 
tion which the mighty men of them own race either 
would not, or could not, exercise m their behalf. 

On the spot where that meeting was held has since 
been erected a chm-ch, as if to attest that here, as at 
Mynpooiee, anti-infanticidalxeal and Christian piety have 
gone hand in hand. 

About the same period a meetmg was convened at 
Bawul Pmdee, the centre of that kmgdom which, above 
two thousand years ago, Taxiles had ceded to Alexan- 
der, f and near to which tradition pomts out the tomb of 
Bucephalus , a spot associated, too, m the history of our 
own day with the subnussion of sixteen thousand Sikhs, 
the wreck of the KhMsa army, to the gallant Sir Walter 
Gilbert, m March, 1849. Here IWCr. Camac, the Deputy 
Gomnussioner, collected together the leading Hindoos, 
Moyal Brahmans (who were rather numerous in that 


^ In favor of this theory ^ve have, the ancient Greek -writers, I conclnfle 
among others, the opinion of Baron that Ramil Pmdee may be built on, or 
Hugel, who says, p 230 of his Travels, near, the site of Taxila ” 

“Prom the desonption, as given by 
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distnct), and Adli 7 eg'hur Khutrees, m order to mdudo 
them in the same agreements mth -which then- kmsmen 
had bound themselves at TJnmtsur “ The Hmdoo com 
mumty,” eaye Mr Camac, “ are well aware of the hght 
m which the cnme is -viewed, and the mterest evmced by 
Government m its suppression, moreover, the feelmg 
of the people generally ngamst infanticide rapidly gams 
strength, and there can be httle doubt that, under the 
fear of the law ond the influence of pnbhc opmion, the 
custom which has yet been only checked smce annezn 
tion, -will m a few years cease to exist ”• 

In the beginning of the foUo-wing year (on the 2nd 
January, 1864), the Jhelum (fabulosvs Syda^ea) -wit 
nested on its banks a jomt meeting, arranged by Cap- 
tain C Browne of Jhelum, and Mr Sapte of Goojrat, for 
these adjacent districts. Here the same plan which had 
succeeded so well at Gocgran-wnlln and Ea-wul Pmdoo was 
tried, and -with the samo success, the ngroemonts entered 
mto at Umntsur were presented for conndcration, and were 
“ immediately and cordially adopted At this meeting, 
and closely connected -with the object of it, -was presented 
a petition signed by the whole assembly, entreaung re 
dress from another evil which had grown up under our 
rule. Adultciy had always been regarded by the races 
of the Purgab with such abhorrence, that nothing short 
of the death or mutilation of the parties implicated would 
appease their revenge Such retribution an injured 
husband did not scruplo to exact under former rule, and 
ho did so -with impumty, tho law, being too weak to 


frtnn rralil) Correaponilciicr Tot E. p. 17 
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punisli tlie crime itself, did not attempt to restrain tlie 
man wLo took the punishment into Ins own hands. Our 
rule had put a check to this indulgence m unlawful re- 
venge, but had not substituted any penalty for the crime 
adequate to its enormity in them eyes, or sufficient to 
deter others from committmg it, and therefore immo- 
rality among the women had greatly increased. It was 
for the remedy of this evil that the meeting petitioned, 
and, as subsequent measmes show, not without effect 
At Shahpore, also, on the banks of the Chenab, Mr 
Thornton, with Major HoUings, his Deputy Commissioner, 
held a meeting on the 23rd and 24th January, on which 
occasion it was ascertamed from the heads of the prm- 
cipal Mahomedan and Hmdoo families that the practice 
of female infanticide had not obtamed smce the com- 
mencement of the British lule , that they considered the 
measures proposed for the suppression of the crime as a 
proof of kmdness and consideiation, as well as of the 
justice of their present rulers, for which they offered them 
sincere thanks They affirmed them entme and hearty 
concurrence in the arrangements proposed for the re- 
duction of the unnecessary expenses hitherto mcurred on 
occasion of betrothal and marriage of their daughters, 
and them determination to act up to the spmt of the 
agreements, which they had signed in good faith, and 
with a full knowledge of the obligations they had volun- 
tarily taken upon themselves 

“ I cannot avoid,” says Major Holhngs, “ expressmg 
an earnest hope that the people will not only most faith- 
fully adhere to the agreements in the present instance, 
but that they will, day by day, moie and more feel that 
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the promotion of their real good is the object of the 
greatest importance to those who mle over them.” 

In the mean whfle, the CommissionerB of Uooltan and 
Leia, Mr Edgeworth and hliyor Eoas, m whose diYiaiona 
infanticide was not very prevalent, and chmily confined 
to M a h ome d an s of the royal races and some of spanous 
ongm, a r r anged to hold a jomt meeting for then two 
diTiflions at Mooltnn, a place which will ever be con 
nected m the minds of Englishmen with the melancholy 
end of -AndoTBon and .Agnew, and the treachery of 
Moolmj This meeting toot place on the 29th Dcoem 
ber, 1863 The natnre of the ngreements entored into 
at Umntsnr were explained to them, and were adopted 
with oertam modifications in the rates, dc. 

A very important collatenil movement was being at- 
tempted at this tune by Ur Forsyth, who had suococdod 
Mr Bayley ns Deputy Commissioner of FLnngra, among 
the high Bajpoots of those TTilK He considcrod that 
thongh the simple prmciplcs innugumtcd at XJmntsur 
were soffiaent to remove the prejudice or pndo of com 
pamtively recent date which tempted Bedees, Khutrecs, 
&a, into the crime, yet with tho high Enjpools, where 
the practico of ages hod given a prcscnptivo force to tho 
inhuman custom, other measures would bo necessary (o 
cnsiiro success, though, with the example of the Cho- 
btinq before ns, we can scnrcoly sco this necessity Ho 
also brought to notice the grovrth of another cviL It lias 
been observed, m connexion with tho Jliclum meeting 
that OUT laws, m tho moderation which they showed in 
punishmg tho ctuno of adultery, and the stnctucss with 
which they forbid the aulTercr to tahe such ruthless ro- 
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tnbiition, gave some impimity to tlie adulterer, mid en- 
couragement to female immorality. It was believed that 
they bad tbe same effect m tbe case of betrothal con- 
tracts Anj.ong these Hill Eajpoots there prevailed a 
custom which it may be mterestmg to notice, amountmg 
to the systematic sale of daughters. To effect a marriage 
contract, two families would ffequently enter into an 
agieement that the father of the girl should receive in 
exchange for his daughter a bride for one of his own 
family, or else an eqmvalent m money or goods So com- 
pletely was this regarded as a commercial transaction, 
that, as reported by hir. Barnes, “informer times, a man 
dymg without heirs, and holding a promised bnde, or 
Hatha, as she was called, the Hatha was regularly en- 
tered m the mventory of his goods ” Report tells of “ a 
man who absconded in arrears of revenue, being the 
holder of a Hatha, when the poor child was brought to 
auction like any other appreciable commodity, and sold 
to the highest bidder.” Under this system, when even 
unborn daughters become articles of barter and contract, 
nothing was more frequent than the violation of such 
contract to obtam a second bndegroom, and with him 
a second large sum, for a bride already bought by another 
man, was an almost daily occurrence 

In the olden time, when any bndegroom elect found 
himself thus cheated of his betrothed by the faithlessness 
of her father, nothmg was more common than to take 
the law into his own hands, and, at the head of a body 
of stalwart comrades, attack the house where the be- 
trothed was concealed, and carry her off m triumph. 
Law did not, m such cases, interfere to punish the un- 
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lawfulness of the act, in taat acknowledgment of tho 
injustice which gave nso to it. But, under our rule, tho 
only redress for such a breach of agreement was to be 
looked for through a smt in a civil court, where “ da 
mages," the only punishment aasignablci, would prove “ a 
poor salve to the wounded honor of a jilted bndegroom." 
Thus, in reahty, all check or restramt on such breach of 
contract was removed. This evil certainly was not fully 
met by the Umnteur Kesolntiona 

The plan suggested by Mr Forsyth for overcoming 
this double evil was to revive the old Hindoo ^stora of 
Punchayut The Punchaynt, as has been noticed, is a 
court or tnbnnal of native ongm, so called from its pro- 
perly consisting of five (panch) members. Every city 
and town has its permanent Punchaynt, or municipal 
council, though greatly ehoro of power and importance 
imder onr rule, Ponchayuts of classes or castes arc still 
frequently formed on emoigency to decide any abstruse 
point of Hindoo law 

The proposition was to constitute tho Ponchayuts local 
ofiiccs of r^istry and record Everv birth, and oven 
advanced pregnancy, was to be registered, ovciy female 
infants hfo watdiod, and all mamago contracts super 
vised and reported by them On tho necessity or c,vpc- 
dicnc} of such a system among that single race, in nddi 
Uon to the pnnaplcs adopted at Umntsur, wo do not feel 
competent to offer an opmion here. 

At a later penod, Jlr Mclnll, the Deputy Commw 
noncr of Umballa, appears to ha\c distinguished himself 
bj hiB zeal in suppressing a somcwlmt similar practice 
among a largo body of Rajpoots of inferior rank who 
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abound in the Umballa distiict. Having held small 
meetings under the scveial Tehsceldais, wlieie rates of 
expendituie weie agi-ced upon, he effected a gathering at 
Umballa of all the leading men of the diffeientTehseels, 
at -which he himself presided, and persuaded them to 
adopt one geneml scale of expenses, on the Umiitsui 
plan. He also adopted the same plan with the iival 
clans of Maniha and Mahva Sikhs, and induced them to 
1 enounce their -wasteful S3'steni of mamage expenditm-e, 
and, as a most miportant step to-wards success, prohibited 
the customs called Daklula and Bara among them 
l\Ii\ Biandieth, too, at Ferozepore, sot himself ear- 
nestly to suppicss tins evil among the Doghms of that 
neighbourhood. These men appeared to have been the 
victims of a similar system to that which has been men- 
tioned as pievailmg among the Kangra Rajpoots, the 
rapacity of brides’ fathers, who, like the Lahoreens, 
actually laid an embargo on the mamage of their daugh- 
ters untd. their extortionate demands aie comphed with 
With this e-vd jMi. Brandreth resolved to grapple. 

But the most miportant, as well as most interesting, 
of these subsidiaiy meetmgs, second only to that of 
Umntsur itself, was one held m the temtory of our 
neighbour, the Maharajah Gholab Singh, King of Cash- 
mere, at a small town called Budheeal, nearly midway 
between Seealkote and Jummoo The circumstances 
which led to this meeting are thus explamed by Mr. C. 
Raikes, under whose auspices it was held On reachmg 
the station of Seealkote, m the course of his annual cold- 


Tor accounts of these two parts of the mamage ceremony, see chap nu 
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TTeatlier tornvm tfie begmmng of 1854, he received on 
invitatioii from the Prince Honbheer Singh, son and heir 
apparent of the Mhharajah Gholab Smgh, to mute ivith 
him m calling upon the Rajpoots, and other tnbes under 
the Cashmere hills, to suppress female mfiintiade, and to 
regulate mamage expenses”* 

Budheeal vros selected for this meeting for two reasons 
as hemg the nearest and most accessible terwn to our 
frontier, and also oa on important “ granary,” from "which 
the Prmce conld the more easily exerasc Eastern hospi 
tality, by providuig for tlie wants of aH his assembled 
gnests and for their vanous retmnes. The whole or 
rangements were mode by Mr d Inglis, the Deputy 
Comnusaioner of Seealkote, whose cordial co-operation 
and valuable assistance formed subjects of especial 
praise m hlr Raikeaa official report of the meeting 
The author has hitherto performed, however impcr 
fectly, the part of the mere chromder , here ho claims 
permission to lay aside that character, and in presontmg 
himself to the reader as on oye witness, to indulge m the 
happy reminiscences of that day’s proceedings 

Storting from Seealkote at dayhght on the 17th of 
March, 1864, a sharp ndo of fourteen miles m the fresh, 
cool mommg air, known only m the Punjab, brought 
our httlo party to the scene of action We passed from 
the Seealkote military cantonment, with its grand anu) 
of officers bungalows and barracks, crossed iLs brood 
hne of parade-grounds, and broader plain winch spreads 

• Mr lUlkcs betfl wuMe to eentnl pwllfco for hU VlrpJflm, b 
aitfad tlib rnKUoir tlK Pnoco orJer to pre faQ forw to tU Uom^r 

detenniaed to hold css fa » mort wajarcscacDghlilUjpoctnilj'^ 
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beyond, until we reached ceitain boundary pillars in the 
depth of a jungle, which toM us we were no longer on 
English ground, but had entered the temtories of the 
Jummoo Eajah Here the scenery seemed to undergo 
a change . in the place of an open meidan (or plain) we 
found ourselves threading oim way thi-oiigh a low jungle 
of bmshwood, interspersed heie and there with topes (or 
groves) of the Keekur-tree,’^ and an occasional sacred 
Peepul,t castmg its welcome shade over some humble 
well and its adjacent cot As we advanced, the road, or 
by-path, led us under the walls of villages, along the 
banks of little streams, whose devious com’se and un- 
certam width cleaily mdicated then origmal connexion 
with the mountain torrents from the neighbouring 
heights, and eveiy step now showed signs of om' near 
approach to the region of the HiUs, which towered up 
m fiont, on one of the spurs of which could be distin- 
guished, at a probable distance of twelve or fourteen 
miles, the Maharajah’s hereditary fortress of Jummoo, 
empurpled in the morning sim. At a turn of the road, 
lound a gentle declivity, the town of Budheeal lay 
before us, and on a corresponding dechvity the goodly 
array of tents which formed the encampment of hlr. C. 
Baikes and several other civilians and officers who had 
ndden over the day before Shortly after, our numbers 
were still further mcreased by the arrival of a small 
party of sportsmen, who had been amusmg themselves 

* The Keetur, called also Bahool, is f The Pee^, or ficus rehgiosa, is 
the AeaoiaAjahica, or Mimosa Arahica, held by the Hindoos in special re- 
of science, the tree fi.om which “gum verence, and is generally found shading 
arable ” is extracted. their wells 
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at the expenBe of the bristly denizens of the neighbour 
mg jungle, and -were -mUing to forego saddle and spear 
for one day to 17110683 thia mteresting ceremony 
All the prehminanes of the meeting had been arranged 
on the previoua day between ilr Baikea and the Jum 
moo Dewan (or chamberlam), a scale of proposed rates 
prepared, and a acheme of regulations, modified fiom the 
Umritsur sohednlea, submitted for examination , and tho 
manner in which oU were drawn up mdicated that tho 
greatest care and poms had been bestowed by the 
Prmce and hia odvisera on the anbject, and betokened a 
amcenty and earnestness, and a far seeing policy, which 
reflected honor on aU concerned. The usnal intcrchango 
of courtesy between tho Pnnee and tho Commissioner 
having been gone through m the early part of tho daj , 
It was arranged that the Durbar, or mcetmg, ehonld take 
place at three o'clock pjt A httle before that hour tho 
heavy dragoons of the Moharajah, m bright ghstenmg 
helmets and French uniforms, headed by thor dis- 
cordant band, drew up m ftont of tbo Commissioner's 
tent , after them tbo state elephants, on one of which 
sat tho vonng Eiyah, Motco Smgh, nephew to Gliolab 
Smgh, tho youngest eon of Bunjeet s old minister, Dheean 
Singh, who came to represent his uncle and his cousin, 
and to convey the Commissioner and his fnends to tlio 
Durbar tent Then came the “ mounting in hot haste ” 
vanons were the howdahs, of English and native con 
struction, of every shape, from the crnnipod up, double- 
seated phaeton, with rovnl arms emblazoned, to that 
low, flat, tray like construction which consigns European 
legs to Asiatic contortions , and, last of all, tho least or 
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jinmcntal. bu{ by fai ibc most cabj, ihc simple padding 
Inslicd on lo the elepbant’s back witli stiong ropes 
Tims moimlcdj to oiu taste, or our opportunity, we set 
off, some forty in number, to pass fiom our camp to the 
Piiiice’s tents on tbc opposite slope IJcic the Commis- 
sionci’s anhal -was announced b_) a salute of cannon and 
a \igoious flounsli of liumpcts, which settled down into 
*• God sa\c the Quccif' b\ the uhole band The Piince 
then came foi w aid to icccn e ]\fi. Paikes, and led him up a 
long enclosed space to the place of honor in the centre of 
(he Dm bar tent, the other civilians and ofliccis being 
handed in by the dilleicnt mcmbeis of the Piince’s pei- 
sonnl slafi’. The uhule paiLy wcic aiiangcd in a semi- 
circle, the Prince sitting in (he ccntic, with Itli*. Paikoson 
his right hand and !Mi Inglis on his left, and all the rest 
distiibulcd themselves lowaids either side, while the lead- 
ing men of the Jiimmoo and )Secalkote distiicls (which 
lierc adjom), the Punches, or municipal corporations, 
from the small towns, the Lumboidars (landliolders) Horn 
the A illagcs, &c , &c , wcic seated on the ground in the- 
centre The Prince then rose to introduce Mr. Paikes 
to the meeting, and to sohcit him to explam fully all the 
steps that had beeu taken by the Engbsli within them 
own terntones for the suppression of the enme 

]\Ii‘. Kaikes then addressed the assembly to the follow- 
ing effect he commenced by alluding to the evils of 
marriage expenses, debt, poveity, and disgrace, but chief 
of all, that crime to which they had given nse, the mur- 
der of then daughters “ The Piince and the Maharajah,” 
said he, “ have resolved to put tins down. They have 
invited me here to teU you all that we have done at 

N 
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Mynpooree, and JnlltmdhTir, and Hosli^orpore, and 
especially under tlie immediate orders of the Governor 
General of India at Umntsnr ” (Here tte several letters 
and documents connected -mth these meetmgs, and the 
declarationfl there entered into, were read) “ The object 
of all this is to induce you, also, to reduce your present 
foolish mamage expenses. Give to your children and 
your grandchildren the thousands of rupees that you havo 
hitherto squandered away on your Bhftts and Chflnms, 
who, after they have flattered you, and got your money, 
turn away and laugh at your folly Aie you afraid of 
attempting such a change, — at giving np so old and ovil 
a custom? Here,” said the Commissioner, stands 
Hurree Chund, the Maharajah s confidential and wealthy 
minister let us ask him what he thinks of the now plom 
‘ Hurree Chimd, some three years ago you mamed ono 
of your family, how much did it cost you T * Fifteen 
thousand rupees ' * A few months ago, sinco thoTJmnt 
sur mectmg, you mamed another nt I^orc what did 
you spend then T * Ono thousand rupees ’ Now, my 
friends, do you go and act on this pnnciplo. ’Where you 
have hitherto been accustomed to throw away a thousand 
rupees, now spend a hundred instead, and rest assured 
jour children will bo quite ns contented, and jou your 
selves far more happy But remember, it is not only your 
money wo want to save. I know, os well as you do, that 
there IS another, and far greater evil, anang from this 
custom, that it tempts you to destroy your female infuntj 
to save your purses This must not be. That crime is 
forbidden in your own holy books, and will not go un- 
punished- j should jou cverngom commit it? 
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You see, now, you can save both your money and your 
daughters’ hves WiU^youdo it? Punches and Zemin- 
dars I do you understand what I have said? Do you 
consent to adopt this reduced scale of payments ? Will 
you, hke your brother Rajpoots of Mynpooree and Hoshe- 
yarpore, rescue yourselves from this custom, with all its 
rumous and mhuman consequences ? If so, hold up yom: 
nght hands in proof of your leadmess to sign the agree- 
ments which your Pnnce has drawn up ” (At that 
moment the whole body of the Punches and Zemindars 
who occupied the centre of the space, with one impulse 
raised them nght hands, and cried, “We will, we will !”) 
“ And now, farewell , you have often assembled together 
in former days to plan for carrymg on war, for seizmg 
lands, or even dethromng Rajahs and chiefs. You are 
assembled to-day for a peaceful purpose, to save the hves 
of innocent babes, to secuie to your homes the welcome 
presence of daughters. And in this good work may 
Heaven’s blessmg rest on you.” 

This address, so plam and simple, yet so animated and 
earnest, left a deep impression Pew of that large assembly 
of simple-mmded men could resist the appeal thus touch- 
ingly made to them hearts as well as them leason. 

The Pnnce himself then addressed a few words to the 
meetmg, expressive of his cordial approval of the humane 
measmes, and pledging himself for the Maharajah, as an 
earnest of smcere co-opeiation, to revoke a cess^ or tax, 
of one hundred rupees which had hitherto been levied in 
the Jummoo territory on all marriages, and to hghten by 
every means in his power the expenses attendant on 
the marriages of his subjects. Another very important 

n2 
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question 1708 also mooted by the Pnnce, which may well 
fonn matter for future consideration — the propnety of 
dividing the expense of all marriages between the families 
of the two contracting parties, by which arrangement the 
value of a daughter would become equal to that of a 
son, her hfe be as preaona ns his, and the great motive to 
Its destruction be entirely removed The meeting then 
ended, and an hospitable entertainment by the Prmco, 
with a display of fireworks, closed the day’s proceed 
mgs.* 

By these subsidiary meetmgs the results of the groat 
moral demonstratioa at Umntsur were bemg diffused 
throughout the Punjab, and, ns Mr Montgomery rejoiced 
to report, “ a most marked nnd stnkmg ch a n go was be- 
coming perceptible m tbe social customs of the people.” 
The general success of these meetings was duly notified 
to the Governor General, who again repeated how deep 
a sense the Indian Government entertained of the socinl 
importnnce of this object, and of tho value of tho oxer 
tons which were bemg so nobly nnd laudably made. 

“ Tho sncccss nlroady ncbiovcd,” ho says, “ within tho 
space of a few months, has foroxcccded tho most sanguine 
autiapabons of tho Government, and lus Lordship m 
Council ventures to utter a fecUng of humble conCdcnco 
that a blcssmg will rest on this good work, whereby it 
shall bo made to spread and prosper 


• To J 'to 

Ccunmisaiooer ot S«altoU »»a d«te 
the entlro pr»i»« for tho utmireblo k 
jiBremoiU of thb loecllng; a 
drttinttuiihed officer tseieuC (Colooel 
Onhim. then at the head of Iho 
Jab depaittpcnt) irtw had 


fonoetlT been asmlaat to tho IloMenl 
of Delhi, and vu accuitoQicd to luitu 
jageantiy otrtcmd that of the miay 
be had »ilnw*eJ, to tad nmr *c^a 
•o laipoilnc a ipecladc oor w «Q 

fegobied a Durbar 
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“ His Lordslup m Council requests that you 'will convey 
the sincere and coidinl thanks of the Government to hlr 
hlontgomeiy, the Judicial Commissioner, as ■well as to 
the Commissioners, Mr. Eaikes, IMi. Thornton, hir. Edg- 
woith, and Major Eoss, to the Deputy Commissioners, 
Mr. Inghs, hli' Carnac, Captain Biowne, and Major 
Clarke, and to all who have been mentioned with com- 
mendation m these reports 

“Especially the Governor-General in Councd would 
desiie to congiatulate Mr. Eaikes on the special success 
of the meeting held near Seealkote, which gave gratify- 
ing proof that the example set by the British Govern- 
ment had been applauded and followed by the foreign 
state upon our borders. 

“ Meean Eunbheer Singh fully deserves all the praise 
which Ml Kaikes has bestowed on him 

Nor was It enough for Lord Dalhousie to express thus 
in language, though official, unusual, earnest, and cordial, 
the approval of the Government of which he was the 
head He considered the occasion one on which he 
might add to that more formal recogmtion of the services 
of a valued public servant, the private expression of 
sympathising" approval. He at the same time wrote 
privately to hir. Eaikes, offermg congratulations (to use 
his o'wn words) “ on the spreading success of measures 
which you were the first to mould, and on the influence 
they are already exercising over other rules as well 

* Extract from letter No 2259, John Lawrence, Esq , Chief Commis- 
from G T Edmonstone, Esq^, Secre- sioner of the Pumab, dated Port Wil- 
tary to the Government of India, to ham. May 26, ISM 
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as our own. There is genome pleasnre m such a 

Bight”* 


* Tbo antboT bu expcncnoed &o 
ot£qv 7 gratificatitm in bemg per 
Butted to mseit tbs Tiloible leitor 
entire 

" Qoymment Hoa*^ 
HarcbS? 1851. 

•'ilTDBiB.SiB,— Hr CoortcTLwha* 
jort iboTB me jour letter of tholSUi 
XBXt. snd its CDckKtire. Withont ox 
pendiBg a aenteiLoe m atsoiiof joa of 
tbe fnli and cordial aoprobaimn witb 
■wbfch I hare learnea joor megtiag 
•w^ Heer Runbitejer Suigb, I b« to 
eangratulxtfl joa cm tbe rpreoding 
ffoeecM of tbe metforea vludi joa 
vere tbo ^t to oaoald, and on the uv 
they are alrttdj frT^Tr^^fag 
orer other rules aa rell w <wr <nnu 
There is gonniiM pleanre In tueh a 
light. 1 wiSa most resdUy act on toot 
nggntions reflardmg the Heer vhea. 
erer the oSLmu letter reaches me. 

“Ibeff to rctuajiL 

"Very twthfiillj jooTB 

^Diiacnro. 

** Chades Balkci, E*q” 


'Whnt a Btrihmg oontraxt does tho 
enrncstjVann hearted tone of the fore 
gOD^ extracts, Thkh the fotcoaDtks 
of cnnefail langiuge cannot altogether 
omceal, afford to the cold, taeasttred 
terms in trbeh the proposal made jost 
flftr years a^ by Jocitban Dmiran, 
to aUempt the aoppreasKm of this 
ctunf, Tu rectiTta nj the Boprme 
OoTcmmcxit of Trjia, as exprened in 
a letter addressed to bitn on the 51 st 
of 1800 

"We cajmot bit conlcmplato with 
approbation the ccnsidenUioQs of ha 
ntaniW which bare induced job (o 
comham^ with the proposed expcdiUon, 
the project of sappressing ibe bar 
barons enstoen of fcmsle mfanttciile. 
Bat the spccolatiTe snectse, eren of 
thsi bcpcTokut prefect cannot be 
oaosldeied to jaswy the prosecntKm 
of measures whieh may expose to 
himd the esaentlsl interesU of (he 
Bute alLhcm^ as a eoQsteral ob^ 
the pnrruit m it would be w^hy 
of the benCTolesce and humanity M 
the Bniish OoTerTunenL"— Oiren in 
Moor’s Ilindoo Infanticide p. 57 
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CHAPTER XH. 

STATISnCS OF FXMAIE INTAMICIDE. 

Statistics — ^Tliosc of 1852 and subsequent years compared, sboumg that the 
enme did greatly jircnuJ, nud is rapidl) dccrcasuig — Census of the Kangra 
Kajpoots analysed — Of Munlias clans of Sccalkote district— Great reduc- 
tion m niamagc expenditure etFcctcd — Sir Railcs’s letter of approval to 
live bundled and tbirty-scicn famibcs — ^His forbidding cbuins on breach of 
ninmage contracts to exceed the Uniritsur stipulations — ^Tbe census of the 
Bedccs of Dcrab Baba Nauuk — TIic Chief Commissioner’s visit m 1855 — 
Lnprovement also among those m the Gogaira district — ^3Ir Campbell’s re- 
marks on mfauticidc considered 

It may, perhaps, be objected that the justice of the 
charge of infanticide, as brought against these Punjab 
races, has hitherto been rather assumed than proved, 
that no statistical evidence has been brought forward to 
show that, after all, this unnatural custom leally has ob- 
tained among them to so great an extent. The omission 
of such proof was designed. It would have been very 
easy, had it been necessary, to produce statistical data 
which would have left the prevalence of this terrible 
crime beyond all doubt, — ^unless, mdeed, some mgemous 
theory could be suggested, by which the glaring dispro- 
portion of sexes, and the confessions of all classes, might 
be otherwise satisfactorily explamed and accounted for. 
But our desire was to avoid needlessly burdenmg our 
pages with elaborate statistical tables, which have but 
httle attraction for the general reader, especially as it was 
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latendfid to bring forward, ut a later stage of the inves 
tigation, some of tbe very yaluable information of thia 
nature placed at our disposal, tvlucli miglit tbns answer 
the double purpose of confirming the truth of the charge, 
and proving thereabty of the success which had attended 
the measures adopted for suppressing the crime, by con 
traatmg the more recent returns with those previoiisly 
made. We now proceed to carry out this part of our 
plan. It IS necessary, however, to prcmiso that the sta 
tistical information which was obtamed durmg the years 
1852 58, and pnor to that date, though, doubtless, gene 
rally speatmg, correct, cannot bo so closely robed on as 
that of later date. There was less uniformity of system, 
and less accuracy, m. coUectmg , moreover, feehngs of 
pnde or mistrust on the part of parents and heads of 
fnmihes may have mdneed them to withhold domestic 
particulars, or to give maccumto mformaticm, which at 
that time there was no means of chockmg and correcting 
StiU, on tho whole, the returns mndo in the first years 
after annexation aero sulllcicntly correct to convoy a 
tolerably dear idea of the population of any particular 
district, though tho want of a uniform system rendered 
It less safe for purposes of collation and comparison 
From Kongra, tho homo of tho high Rajpoots of the 
Punjab, most mferesUng statistics have been obtained for 
tho year 1852, through Jlr R C Daylcy (who a ns then 
Deputy Commissioner of that distnct) Tho following 
table, prepared from mformntion collected hj lum, will 
giTO a condensed vuow of tho proportions of tho male 
and female population at that time 

It may bo noticed that in this, and nil the following 
Kangra returns, those from the Kooloo Tchscel ora not 



STATISTICS OF ^E:^ULE INFANTICIDE. 


185 


included. Tliese have been intentionally omitted ; for 
tliat district contains very few Eajpoots — only twenty- 
foiu' families out of a population of above 26,000 
Hindoos — and, ^\dth the single exception of the Rajah’s 
house, is believed to be free from this crime. Indeed, 
the very atmosphere of Kooloo seems mimical to Rajpoot 
pmity and pride, and to infanticide , even a Kutoch, or 
Golehria, or Juswal, who takes up his residence m 
Kooloo, becomes an outcast, and is at once regarded by 
his blood relations as a Kenait, with whom intermariiage 
is no longer possible. Thus with the loss of social posi- 
tion disappeais among them this motive to infanticide. 


CE^sus of four of tlic fi\ c Tclisccls of flic Knutpra District, as collected, by 
E C Baylcy, Esq, Deputj Commissioner, for tbc year 1852 


Name of TehsccL 

Hindoos of all Classes 

Adults. 

Children under five | 

Per-centngo of 
girb to boys. 

Men 

Women 

1 

Boys j 

1 

Girls. 

i 

1 

^ f •• 

53,508 

1 

45,321 

20,200 

22,667 

86 29 

Nadoum , 

76,044 

01,680 

32,444 

26,402 

81 37 

Noorpoor 

43,995 

33,439 

21,346 

16,103 

75 43 

Hurreepoor 

33,305 

24,396 

12,721 

12,646 

99 41 

Total 

200,452 

104,736 

92,777 

77,818 

83 87 


Name of Tehseel 

1 Rajpoots of all Grades 

Adnlts 

Children under five 

PerMientage of 
girls to boys 

Men 

Women 

1 

Boys 

Girls 

Kangra 

3,334 

3,049 

1,700 

i 

996 

68 62 

Nadown 

6,294 

6,999 

2,901 

2,307 

79 62 

Noorpoor 

3,976 

3,284 

1,444 

1,103 

76 38 

Hurreepoor , . 

6,676 

1 

4,530 

2,461 

2,337 

94 96 

Total 


16,832 

8,606 1 

6,742 

79 26 
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Thus it appears tliat m tlie whole Hindoo population 
of that distnct, there were about 8i girls to every 100 
hoys, and even among the whole body of Eajpoota of nH 
grades, the population waa nearly 80 girls (vaiying, how 
ever, m difierent distncta from 95 to 58) to every 100 
hoys. 

But, from the saine source, a more detailed table of 
the population of the three highest Eajpoot dans of that 
district wiB show that, while m the Kajpoot body the 
disproportion was scarcely less than among the whole 
Hindoo population (mclnding, be it remembered Bedees, 
Sodhees, Lahoreens, iSUi., dtc.), an examination of tho 
Btabstica of their dilTerent dans discovers so vast a dis- 
panty among tho higher ones, ns to prove that among 
them the emne had been frightfully prevalent. 


Sow «f Trtbts. 

1 Adoltt. 

1 OUldjm 

1 

rrr-tnXiftf 

1 gfrU ta U3TS. 

\r.n, 

W«ocs. 

1 ■ 

OMa, 

KotocH .. 

&33 

CIS 

\ 8S8 

164 

40 31 

fatbacAa 

8500 

2000 i 

1014 

350 , 

33-i3 

Ookhoai 

1501 

800 1 

1 671 

IS. j 

2173 

ToUl 

1 

4S« 

1 1 

1 1000 

1 m 

I 1 

3310 


By this it will bo seen how greatlj tho disproportion 
increasos among tho higher dons, that tho per centngo of 
79 among tho whole Eajpoots dwindles down to 21 75 
among the Goldinas, or httio more tlian 20 unmamed 
girls to every 100 bejs under Cm years of ago 

Such wore tho statistical discovencs made by hfr 
Baylcy among the Kongra Eajpoots in 1 852 — discos ones 
which cned aloud for redress 
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Tho mca-^uios udoplcd for tlic icmcdy of tins evil 
liavc been already noticed. Tlie result of tlicin, up to 
tile piesent tune, may bo gatlicicd fioin the following 
calculation, giiing a census of the clnldrcn of vaijous 
agoi- ^\llo vcie ali\c m ISdd m (he Kangia distiict, and 
belonging to familie* known to have foiinoily piactised 
infanticide ; 


Sr\Tt'‘tiv; ^’lowing Ci.n‘ of CliihJrtni ui ilio Villigt-. j)nclisuig lufiiulicidc 

for (Ik* iiiir J 855 
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3112 1233 

J 

520 

1 

j in: 

1 1 

5&2j 


C7C| 

ISS 


2708 


A glance at these tables will sliow the rapid piogi'ess 
winch has been made towaids the preservation of female 
life, even among these proud Eajpoots of Kangia Of 
all the childien born and pieseived duiing the last four 
5 'eais, the gills numbeied 1536, and the hoys 2261; 
wheieas, of those pieserved durmg the whole of the 
preceding ten years, the girls had only amounted to 
1233, while the hoys were 3142. Of these between four 
and fourteen yeais of age, the gnls boie the proportion 
to the boys of less than 40 per cent., foinnng scarcely 
one-fourth of the whole juvenile Kajpoot population of 
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the district , TYhereas, of those under four years old, the 
proportion had reached 67 girls to every 100 hoys 
The following table, however, as based on the fore- 
going calculation, will more clearly show the comparative 
mcrease 


HmucfTrijwi. 

T>U1 Bimiber af 
diTVtmi roAtr fm 
tan 7 «cn. 

IBS 

CUdm of Cnr xnn 

Bojt. 

1 Pv 
(ctctin 
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\ ^ 

Bojf, 
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Boji. 
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to ooyv. 
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Noorpoor 

Hmiwpoor 

Totals 
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f2018 

[13H 

U31 

457) 68-Sl 
11071 64 46 
480’ 87-!ll 
6S6^ 4341 

514 

U71 

607 

7C0 

546 

515 

203 

260 

47*06 
43-03 
50-12 
35 30 

®n 

812 

017 

551 

S12 

C82 

2S0 

356 

78*23 

804)0 

46 3j 

cr-04 

6103 

aZOSj 61*55 

3145 

1232 

30-21 

2261 

1530 

67-03 


This improvement, it must bo remembered, has tahon 
place entirely among the higher classes, where, as has 
been already ehown, the disproportion of the sexes was 
most appalhng, provmg too dearly that the enmo was 
most prevalent among them. 

This decreasing inequality bolweon the sexes shows 
(to uso the words of Mr R P Jenlnns, the Depul} 
Commissioner of the district, to whom the author is m 
debted for these later returns) that “ the crime is won 
dcrfuUy checked.” “In my last tour through the 
distnct,” ho says, “I learnt that many, tcry many, 
families now owned daughters who formerly were never 
known to possess any ” 

Passing on to that other dass of Rajpoots called Mun 
hfiscs, who reside on the low lands along the foot of tlio 
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Himalayas from tlie Eavee to tlie Jlielum, the foUowing 
most valuable and luteiestmg statistical table will show 
how deeply that class had been imbued with this m- 
fanticidal spirit, and how English rule has operated to 
lescue their helpless babes from destmction 

In fifty Eajpoot villages in the Seealkote district a 
careful analysis of the population produced the followmg 
result 



Girls j 


Boys 

Above 
eight jenrs 

Between 
eight and 
SIX years 
oli 

Between 
SIX and 
three years 
old 

Three 
years and 
nnder 

Total 


462 

5 

1 

10 

1 

40 

129 

190 

j Mnnhds Rajpoots 


Thus of all female children born m these villages prior 
to 1846, there remained ahve only 5 m 1854 ; but of those 
bom m the years 1846 and 1847 — the period of oui’ first 
intercourse with the Sikh Durbai — 16 were preserved, 
with a progressive increase durmg succeeding years, 
until, m the eight years between 1846 and 1853 inclu- 
sive, the number amounted to 190. 

But still a more exact view of this increase may be 
obtamed by the annexed table, which mcludes the chil- 
dren of the whole Munh5s population of the Seealkote 
district, and gives the yearly proportions, whereas in the 
precedmg one only fifty villages m which the Munh5s 
preponderated were taken, and the numbers given for 
two and three years together 

* For the particulars given in tins his obligation to E PrmBep, Esq , 
table, the author begs to acknowledge settlement oflScer of the distnct 
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Awteaot Btitemant of tlio eWldron of ti» Mimliis tribe ia the Distnci of 
Soealtote, bom and prescrred bctwetn the jctn 1850 and 1S6 A 


Bstvrcn foor ' 
ntdfln T«us 
old. 

Born in 1850 

Bclaegitlmtj 
tndftnr rem 
M. 1 

Bom in 1851 

Batmen tvoj 
and thm | 
jWfokL 1 
Bm In 1881. 

Batmeatwo 
and me tw 
bU. I 

B<nlnlB5&l 

One ym and 
onder 

BcRiblB54.| 

Tataleffira 

yaanc/afamd 

1 imliT. 

16 

S3 

89 

63 

1 

98 

925 


The most remarkable fact here ehown is, that, m the year 
1864, there were preserved above eix times os many 
female infants as there had been in 1850 
Nor must we omit to mention here — ^what gives the 
strongest security for a permanence of this improvement 
—that the pnnciple of reducing nmmogo axi)cndituro has 
been openly and very extensively earned out by this 
fJajM, 03 the following table will show • 


flT imTT T of tbs number and ei t m i se of mama ges in tba Betalboie District 
during tbe jeunlSW and 185Mnwbk± Ibe joftrs acted ttp 1o tbe ertgtge* 
entem mto bj tbem at Umillsqr and iJodbreaL 


Taar 

Komber of ■enlaf 1 


AaoQBt sT^nt W tba 
aama to Miner 

in vfakli ndocUoo wu 

Ajaerat sev ajxsl. 

1851 

637 

10 088 10 & 

lOOCl 8 t 

1S5S I 

9825 

SS995 1 0 

SvOOS 8 0 


Thus showing that, m the 637 famihes in wluch mar 
nagos were contracted dunng 1854 on these economical 
principles, there were spent only 1D,08C rupees, or on on 

• Thh tflbla pr e n aml by Mr tlon of tbe Uri tovriage la Ibo fieJlr 
Ingtis on tbo folkming pUn al erciy and thev »UlnnpBt* vrrr rmmi'ij 
nutrriage occwniyj in ha dalnet the oottfinned br the trrtnnooT of drJntc- 
PnlwamT or rrgutnr of Ihc tom or rwtrd wlc'bbntinj aod from iLr in 
rilloff tnqiiirrd of tbe bride * btber fonuUoa tha« oUuacd the abore tiUc 
Vb»f rspeese tbcT bad Incurred, and sm compilcJ. 
also irbat they bM spent on the ocei* 
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average of 35 rupees on each marriage; -whereas m the 
very same famihes the sum of 49,061 rupees had been 
expended on the same number on former occasions, 
gi-ving an average of about 91 nipees on each, thereby 
effecting a savmg of above 30,000 rupees, or a reduction 
of nearly two-thnds of the former expenditure This 
cheermg fact, when duly reported to Mr. Eaikes, ehcited 
from that officer a letter of approval, addressed to every 
one of the 537 beads of famihes who had so acted The 
lesult was, as will be seen by the above table, a still more 
general adoption of the prmciple durmg the year 1855 
by 2325 famihes, at a savmg of nearly 50,000 rupees, 
and givmg an average of about 16 rupees on each 
marriage 

While Mr. Eaikes was thus enabled to encourage those 
parents who exercised economy under shelter of the 
Umntsur agreement, he was also called on to exercise 
his authority to check a returning tendency to extrava- 
gance m other quarters m defiance of that agreement 
He observed that m some suits for breach of marriage 
contracts brought to him imder appeal, the sums claimed 
by plaintiffs, on account of expenses incurred at be- 
trothals, had been fixed extravagantly high. He there- 
upon addressed a letter throughout his di-vision, request- 
mg that officers, when called on to decide on any such 
suits, should bear in mmd that the rates agreed upon at 
the Umntsur meetmg should foim their guide m award- 
ing damages f Thus the terms of their own agreements, 
and the scale of expenses voluntarily adopted by them- 

* See Appendix from Commissioner to Depuijr Coni- 

t Circular letter, No 333, of 1865, missioners of tlie Lahore Division, 
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fidvea, under the sanction of Grovemment, received the 
force of a Inw to which, as hemg self imposed, they could 
with the less jnsbee object 

The same happy results are discovered among the 
Bedees, too, who were the most notonons for the sys 
temabo perpetrabon of this crime. 

Major Herbert Edwardes, m his able Report on tho 
subject, already so often cated, says that, fiem n census 
carefully token in the begmnmg of the year 1852, it was 
found that, among this class, consisting of some 800 
famdies m tho JuUtmdhur district, only two daughters 
had been preserved under tho Sikh rale, whereas at that 
time there were hvmg among them neatly fifty daughters 
under four years of age. But the followiiig very valuable 
statisbeal table, prepared by Mr Moddoefcs, who was 
lately the Deputy Commissioner of that district, gives a 
more detaded statement of this increase 
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In January, 1855, Mr. Lawrence, tlie Chief Comnns- 
sioner, visited Derah Bab Nannk, the head-quarters 
of this race, when hli’. Raikes, in connexion with Mr 
Maddocks, had the gratification to present to him some 
80 infant Bedee girls, of whom as many as 28 had 
been bom in the precedmg twelve months. These httle 
girls, led by their fathers, who did not fear to own that 
they had violated the unnatural order of their race, and 
apparently proud and fond of their offspnng, which a 
few years before they would have been ashamed or afraid 
to own, attested in the strongest and most convmcmg 
manner to the reahty of the success which had followed 
on the measui’es instituted in the Punjab for the abolition 
of this crime To Mr Lawrence, who, as we have seen, 
had ever evinced so deep an interest in this movement, 
the sight of these hvmg witnesses to the humane and 
Christian spirit of the Government could have been 
scarcely less gratifying than to Mr. Baikes himself, who 
beheld in them such cheermg assurance that years of 
thought and labor devoted to this holy cause had not 
been spent in vam. 

The latest accounts of the progress of this reform we 
quote firom Mr. Eaikes’s last Annual Eeport “ There 
are now,” he says, “ 200 Bedee girls to 400 boys of 
seven years and under ” The same improvement is per- 
ceptible among the Bedees m the Gogaira district. 
There were, m 1851, 30 boys and only 3 girls, 2 of 
whom were daughters of Sumpoorun Smgh, who was 
mentioned m a former chapter as havmg preserved 1 
at the request of Lord Hardmge m 1846 There are 
now, m 1856, 11 boys and 6 girls under five years of age. 

fN 

O 
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selves, under the sanction of Government, received the 
force of a law to which, as being self imposed, they could 
with the less justice object. 

The same happy resulta are discovered among the 
Bedees, too, who were the most notonous for the sys- 
tematic perpetration of this cnmo. 

Major Herbert Edwardcs, m his able Report on the 
subject, nbeady so often cited, says that, from a census 
carefully taken m the beginning of the year 1862, it was 
found that, among this doss, consisting of somo 800 
fanuhes m the JuUundhur district, only two daughters 
had been preserved under the Sikh rule, whereas at that 
time there were hvmg among them nearly fifty daughters 
under four years of age. But the followmg very valuable 
statistical table, prepared by Mr Maddocks, who was 
lately the Deputy Commissioner of that district, gives a 
moro dotaUed statement of this mcreaso 


Assts^ct of Births cod Bolta of Bedre diDdrczi, male and fonali*, from 
1W7-49 to December 1854 
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In Januaiy, 1855, IMr. Lawrence, tlie Chief Commis- 
sioner, visited Derail Bab Nanuk, the head-quarteis 
of this race, when hL. Raikes, in connexion with klr 
hladdocks, bad the gratification to present to him some 
80 mfant Bedee girls, of whom as many as 28 had 
been bom in the precedmg twelve months. These little 
gh'ls, led by their fathers, who did not fear to own that 
they had violated the unnatural order of their race, and 
apparently proud and fond of their offspring, which a 
few years before they would have been ashamed or afraid 
to own, attested in the strongest and most convincmg 
manner to the reahty of the success which had followed 
on the measures instituted in the Punjab for the abolition 
of this crime To hli'. Lawi’ence, who, as we have seen, 
had ever evinced so deep an interest in this movement, 
the sight of these hvmg witnesses to the humane and 
Christian spirit of the Government could have been 
scarcely less gratifymg than to Mr. Baikes himself, who 
beheld in them such cheering assurance that years of 
thought and labor devoted to this holy cause had not 
been spent in vam. 

The latest accoimts of the progress of this leform we 
quote from Mr. Baikes’s last Annual Eeport. “ There 
are now,” he says, “ 200 Bedee girls to 400 boys of 
seven years and under.” The same improvement is per- 
ceptible among the Bedees m the Gogaira district. 
There were, m 1851, 30 boys and only 3 girls, 2 of 
whom were daughters of Sumpoorun Smgh, who was 
mentioned m a former chapter as havmg preserved 1 
at the request of Lord Hardmge in 1846 There are 
now, in 1856, 11 boys and 6 girls under five years of age. 
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The foregoing statistics refer only to the three classes 
m the Punjab irho were most notonons for the perpo- 
tration of this crune — the Bajpoots of the Knngm and 
Jummoo groups, the SlnnhAses, and the Bedees. It is 
nimecessaiy to add imv parhcnhirs r^ardiag the other 
races mvolved m the same charge. These will, it is 
hoped, suffice to prove to the rmprejndiccd reader that 
the crime really did emt, and is now rapidly decreasing, 
and almost extmct. 

“We are aware that a writer of some power and popn 
lonty has thought fit to cast n doubt on the osistenco of 
the enme altogether m our provinces, and a passing sneer 
on those whoso energies have been ao nobly devoted to 
its suppression. The passage referred to is ns follows 

“ Child murder, as it mvolves concealment of tha fact, 
wonld not be shown by the reports, and tho mnrder of 
female mfants, at ono time common among cortam tnbes 
in certam parts of the conntty, is sometimes represented 
to bo very goncral in our provinces. But I must say that 
I doubt tho fact. I do not think that it is likely to occur 
m present prosperous circumstances among large clans, in 
which there is plenty of room for intcnnamagcs without 
infnnging thonilo which prohibits tho mamago of blood 
relations In fact, except among isolated families claim 
mg pccuhar rank, guls arc very valuahle. And if 
child murder did take place to a great extent, many 
instances must come to light If ten such cases be 
nseertnmed by the magistrate, wo may wdl bclici'o that 
nmety are concealed , hut if none arc found out, I should 
beheve in neither nmetv nor nine I have had to do 
with a considerahlo Eajpoot population, and hate teen 
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nothing of the kind. I am, tlierefore, slow to beheve 
speculative people who go mto a village, pencil in hand, 
and, because they fancy that they see more boys than 
girls, calculate and propoimd that exactly one-half of the 
female infants of the ordinary agricultimal Rajpoots are 
annually murdered 

Now, we aie tempted to hope that the reader of the 
foregoing pages will not beunwilhug to give ciedence to 
the tale, sad though it be, of the systematic destruction of 
female infants m India. He will, we thmk, see proof 
mdisputable of the prevalence of this cnme, both m the 
former disparity, and also in tlie now increasing equality 
of the sexes , let us add a hope, tooj that, with us, he will 
not be disposed to place in the category of “ speculative 
people who go about, pencil m hand,” and give play to 
them fancy, m 'support of a crotchet at the expense of 
sober reason and sound judgment, such men as Jonathan 
Duncan, -Alexander Walker, J. P. Willoughby, Launcelot 
Wilkmson, James Thomason, Robeit Montgomery, and 
Charles Raikes 


* Campbell’s Modefn India afid its Extended to tbo Pniijab It is pos- 
Goyemraent, p 500 In justice to sible that bis recent experience among 
Mr Campbell, it should be mentioned these races may induce him to quahfy 
that at the time he wrote the above his opinion, 
the anti-infanticidal movement had not 
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The foregoing statisboa refer only to the three classes 
in the Pnnjnb srho were most notonons for the perpo- 
trntion of this enme — the Eajpoot* of the Eangra and 
Jnmmoo groups, tho Mnnhflses, and tho Bedees. It is 
unnecessary to add any particulara i^aiding tho other 
races involved m the same charge. These mil, it is 
hoped, suffice to prove to the unprejudiced reader that 
the enme really did emt, and is now rapidly decreasing, 
and almost ejdinct. 

We are aware that a wntcr of some power and popu 
Innty has thought fit to cast a doubt on the esistcnco of 
tho enme altogether m our provinces, and a passmg sneer 
on those whoso energies have been so nobly devoted to 
its suppression Tho passage referred to is as follows 

“ Child murder, as it involves concealment of tho fact, 
wonld not be shown by tho reports, and tho mnrdcr of 
female infants, at one time common among certain tribes 
in certain parts of tho country, is sometunos represented 
to be very general in our provinces. Bat I must say that 
I doubt tho fact, I do not think that it is likely to occur 
m present prosperous circumstances among largo clans, in 
which there is plenty of room for intonnamages without 
infringing tho rule which prohibits tho marnago of blood 
relations In fact, cveept among isolated families claun 
mg peciibar rank, girls aro very valuable. And if 
child mnrdcr did take place to a great extent, many 
instances must come to light. If ten such cases bo 
nseertamed by the magistrate, VC taay well behcic that 
nmctj are concealed, but if none are found out, I should 
beheve m neither mnoly nor nine. I hare had to do 
mlh a considcmblo Bajpoot population, and Int c seen 
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nothing of tlie kind. I am, tlierefore, slow to believe 
speculative people who go into a village, pencil in hand, 
and, because they fancy that they see more boys than 
gu'ls, calculate and propoimd that exactly one-half of the 
female mfants of the ordinary agricultural Eajpoots are 
annually mmdered 

Now, we are tempted to hope that the reader of the 
foregoing pages will not beunwillmg to give ciedence to 
the tale, sad though it be, of the systematic destruction of 
female infants m India Se will, W6 thmk, see proof 
mdisputable of the prevalence of this cnmej both m the 
former disparity, and also in the now increasmg e(^uahty 
of the sexes, let us add a hope, tooj that, with us, he wdl 
not be disposed to place in the categoly of speculative 
people who go about, pencil m hand ” and give play to 
then’ fancy, m support of a crotchet at the expense of 
sober reason and sound judgment, such men as Jonathan 
Duncan, Alexander Walker, J P. Willoughby, Launcelot 
Wilkmson, James Thomason, Pobert Montgomery, and 
Charles Paikes 


* Gamptell’s ModMIi India aild its extended to the Punjab It is pos- 
Govemment, p 600 In justice to sible that his recent expenence among 
Mr Campbell, it should be mentioned these races may induce him to qualify 
that at the time he ivrote the above his opinion, 
the anti'infanticidal movement had not 
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CHAPTER XHL 

oovoi.i;diso 

Tlie pTCMZii ijitcia cm soander pnndjdea, ind more liUj* to Ew of per 
TTiwiiret effed— It enlitU the catoz*! feclmsi uid the mother*! {rfaenco— 
Torther itepa iteoesar; e>peeiil>f ascm^ the Kaagr* Kajpoots, to Indoeo 
marrU^ oq equil tenet!— A. •ecood grnrral meetbg deriraUe— Amagt 
mat! Cot mrtjtog d&ogfaten imtv piesmed— The fj>taQ ihoold be extended 
QTcr Indm— lb tecaodlij mother not to be derjdsed— U bj pan Ibe t*j 
Car Ohrfitfanity— RgBarriige of vldon to be consdered— lU pment pro* 
Ibflntum iaeonriateat, fnnght iKtli eril— €lep! dov briag tahro bj llindoo 
comnnmitj- and bj Qoreniment for ill rononJ— PreboUe rewlU— Con 
clarion. 

“ TViri this emne, oflcr oil, bo completely suppressoil ?" 
"Wo do not hesitate to avow our conviction that it 17111 
“ If other attempts have Culcd, if the earlier measures, 
which at the outset gave good promise of success, disap 
pomted mens expectations, it may bo asked, what is 
there to load to tho behef that the present ^stem will 
bo more cfEcacious?’' To this wo can only answer, that, 
without for one moment attempting to deprcciato or dis 
parago the exertions of tliose earnest men wlioso names 
arc so nobly connected with the carher history of tins 
movement, wc still cannot relram from expressing our 
opmion, that tlic plans introduced bi Duncan and 
■Walker, and the men who followed in their steps, had 
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not in them the elements of permanent success.* True, 
the whole weight of civil authority, supported by im- 
mense personal influence, might be, and was, brought 
to bear upon the evil j but no sooner was the force 
of that authoiity relaxed, or that personal influence 
removed, than the crime began again to rear its 
hj^’dia form. From a merel}'’ coercive system, with 
its ‘^covenants,” reluctaiitty signed and nugatory, sup- 
ported by espionage and fine, still more reluctantly and 
sullenly acceded to, and virtually inoperative, httle of 
permanent good was to be looked for It tended to drive 
the proud Rajpoot into a defiant resistance, mstead of 
leading him on to coidial co-operation. Some other 
motive than a fear of “ the powers that be” was needed 
to give efficiency and permanency to any system for the 
suppression of tins crime; and on this it is that we build 
oui hopes of success from the more recently mtroduced 
system of self-legislation, supported and directed by 
Government, as was first exhibited at Mynpooree, and 
subsequently expanded at TJmntsur. Here the motives 
for the destruction of daughters, originating partly in 
pride and partly in the exorbitant marriage expenditure, 
are bemg removed, and counter-motives imparted, and an 
interest created m their preservation, for their own sakes., 

* The author is pleased to find that bravely they labored TOth axe and 
he does not stand alone m the view hatchet to clear away the dense jungle 
he has taken of the earlier measures of barbansm that lay before them, but 
against infanticide, a similar opinion they did not apply the fire to the root, 
IB given by Mr Kwe, and is thus hap- and the noxious uildemess soon sprung 
pdy expressed " Though Duncan and im agam above the delusive clearings 
Walker deserved success, it was not they had made ” — See Kaye’s Adneu- 
m their power to command it They nistration of the East India Company, 
were the pioneers of humamty and p 668. 
civilisation m that direction, and 
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custom, "Will become a uo less willing cliampion of lus 
(laimhters lilc. 

Xct Jet us not be tempted to think nothing more is 
necessary lor the attainment of this permanent success , 
be it boiue in mind that the good is only begun; the 
jwinciplc is not yet so liimly established that it ma}’- be 
left to work out its own lesulls. Paients of all classes 
arc, indeed, leioicing m the oppoitimity of pieseiving 
their daughteis; but theic will be found here and theie 
instances uheie vestiges of former piide and picscnptive 
custom arc stiU clung to with cruel tenacity, and the re- 
sistance of the one or two malcontents in a district may, 
unless checked, succeed in drawing back again into the 
vortex of Clime hundieds of otheis who are now stnig- 
ghng to escape beyond its influence 

Thcie IS another' evil, too, which is begmmng to pre- 
sent itself, and winch must be promptly guarded agfimst 
For the hundr'cds of girls under live years of age (born 
and preserved since the annexation of the Punjab), hus- 
bands must be provided m a year oi two, for the 
Hmdoo father who has been pei'suaded to spare the life 
of hrs child has not yet learned to regard with compla- 
cency the possibihty of her remammg unmarried If he 
shall find that for his daughter, now preserved, he can 
contract no fittmg alhance, her preservation will have 
been m vam ; for her very presence m his family unmar- 
ried, will act as a perpetual rebuke and warning to drive 
him back agam into the perpetration of the crime as the 
only mode of avertmg the threatened dishonor of his 
house Against this evil, which is daily assuming a more 
formidable aspect, timely measures must be adopted, or 
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Por tliQ dangttei's We, \re 'believe, a lasting gunnmtee 
IS obtained m the teturmng fteedom of the mothers 
love, no longer fettered and trampled on by the fathers 
pnde. Of the few instances in which mercy has tn- 
nmphed, has it not been the mothers appeal for that 
mercy which saved her c’hfld? There b the well known 
anecdote given by Captain Hall, of the Mairwarrnh 
mother whose entreaty “for Cnshna’s sake” rescued her 
babe from death An mstonco la givcm by Jlr Gubbin', 
where, m the happy absence of her mother from her 
husband a roof at the tune of her child a burth, a litllo 
girl was spared. And, though the instances ore, mdcod, 
most rare where it can be hoped that such maternal in 
flncnco has prevailed, yet wo may bo assured that the 
mother la rarely a wdhng, or oven a passive participator 
m the crimo laments and prayers for the life of a 
doomed infant, though unnvaihng, liavQ not nnlrcqucntly 
passed beyond the procmets of the dosed Zenana.* 
Everythmg tends to prove that human nature has not 
become so utterly degraded, that the Hindoo mother 
atiU retaina that natural affection, so proverbial as to 
bavo received Uio testimony of inspiration, “Can a 
mother forget her suckling child?” that m her wo have 
U powerful all\, if only sho bo allowed tho exerci'o of 
ber influence on tho side of merej , and that oven tho 
father, if he can but slutko off the trammels of pnde and 

• "Ono Ban, In prtKnet of naw tie ynmln^r of a foed parent, 
ctltm toVl n« tlat bo maemb on bin ebUJ ccwflffftotl alito to a lomb 
orin wboa, at Ibe Urtb of a TbownafiMtiiiixi cbilimiirTTt alran 

dangler larforri ber tn band to bmWaliTe"— Liinct fraa aptitiJo 

sparo b« ber fleab and blood i letter 
wt Eioarter ensten was tetdicsj of 
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custom, ■\nll become a uo less Avilliug cbampiou of lus 
dauglitci’s life. 

Yet let us not he tempted to think nothing more is 
necessary foi the attainment of this permanent success ; 
be it boiue in mmd that the good is only begun; the 
piinciple is not yet so lii'mly established that it may be 
left to woik out its OAYu lesulls Parents of all classes 
are, indeed, icjoicing m the opportimity of pieservmg 
their daughteis ; but there ivill be found here and theie 
instances wheie vestiges of former piide and prescriptive 
custom are stiU clung to with cruel tenacity, and the re- 
sistance of the one or two malcontents m a district may, 
unless checked, succeed in drawing back agam mto the 
voitex of crime hundreds of others who are now strug- 
ghug to escape beyond its influence. 

There is another evil, too, which is beginning to pre- 
sent itself, and wliich must be pi omptly guarded agamst. 
For the hundreds of girls imder five years of age (born 
and preserved since the annexation of the Punjab), hus- 
bands must be provided in a year or two; for the 
Hmdoo father who has been persuaded to spare the hfe 
of his child has not yet learned to regard with compla- 
cency the possibihty of her remainmg unmarried If he 
shall find that for his daughter, now preserved, he can 
contract no fittmg aUiance, her preservation will have 
been in vam ; for her very presence in his family unmar- 
ried, will act as a perpetual rebuke and warnmg to drive 
him back agam into the perpetration of the crime as the 
only mode of avertmg the threatened dishonor of his 
house Against this evil, which is daily assuming a more 
formidable aspect, timely measures must be adopted, or 
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For the daughter’s Irfe, ■vvc behevo, a lasting guarantee 
oa obtained in the letuming freedom of tho mother’s 
love, no longer fettered and trampled on by the father’s 
pnde. Of the fetv instances in which mercy has tn 
nmphed, has it not been the mother’s appeal for that 
mercy which saved her child? There is tho well known 
anecdote given by Captain Hall, of the Mamrarmh 
mother whoso entreaty “for Cnshna’s sake” rescued her 
bahe from death An instance is given hy hir Gnbhms 
where, m the happy absence of her mother from her 
hushanda roof at the tuna of her child’s birth, a httle 
girl was spared. And, though tho instances are, indeed, 
most rare where it can bo hoped that such maternal m 
fluence has prevailed, yet wo may be assured that the 
mother « rarely a wxlhng, or even a passive paitiapator 
m tho cruno laments and prayers for tho hfo of a 
doomed mCmt, though unavaihng, havn not unfrcqucntlj 
passed beyond tho preemets of tho closed Zenana* 
Everythmg tends to prove that human nature has not 
become so utterly degraded, that the Hindoo niotbcr 
still retains that noturoi alTcction, so proverbial as to 
bavo received tlio testimony of inspiration, “Can n 
mother forget her suckling child?” that m her wo have 
a powerful allj, if onlj she bu allowed tho exercise of 
her mfluonce on tho side of merej , and that even the 
fithcr, if he can but shako off tho trammels of pnde and 

• • Om JBsa, b prtvncc of tfcr wralnpof » fowlMmit, tM 

ttltm, toU me ttit he rtarmbm hfi eMJ tr»3 coil tliTe to a tocib 
erto vten, at tbe Urtb of a wifartaBjae tlil lira wnt tlrart 

dingbtrr ibe IntfhitTO ter bo band to alite.**— Extract frvui a ptintc 

tparo ter cbLl, WT ficili aod blood i letter 
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custom, will become a no less wiUing champion of his 
daughter’s hfe. 

Yet let us not be tempted to think nothmg more is 
necessary for the attainment of this permanent success , 
be it borne in mind that the good is only begun; the 
principle is not yet so firmly estabhshed that it may be 
left to work out its own results. Parents of ah classes 
are, mdeed, rejoicing in the opportumty of preservmg 
their daughters ; but there will be found here and there 
instances where vestiges of former pride and prescriptive 
custom are stiU clung to with cruel tenacity, and the re- 
sistance of the one or two malcontents m a district may, 
rmless checked, succeed in drawing back agam mto the 
vortex of cnme hundreds of others who are now strug- 
ghng to escape beyond its mfiuence 

There is another evil, too, which is beginning to pre- 
sent itself, and which must be promptly guarded agamst 
For the hundreds of girls under five years of age (born 
and preserved smce the annexation of the Punjab), hus- 
bands must be provided m a year or two ; for the 
HmdoQ father who has been persuaded to spare the hfe 
of his child has not yet learned to regard with compla- 
cency the possibihty of her remammg unmarried If he 
shall find that for his daughter, now preserved, he can 
contract no fittmg alhance, her preservation will have 
been m vam ; for her very presence m his family unmar- 
ried, will act as a perpetual rebuke and wammg to drive 
him back agam into the perpetration of the crime as the 
only mode of avertmg the threatened dishonor of his 
house. Against this evil, which is daily assuming a more 
formidable aspect, timely measures must be adopted, or 
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the phdanthropy of the leaders of this moTement will 
assuredly suBtaiu a bitter reverse. There is more fear 
for the proud Kangra Eajpoots than for any other doss. 
The Bedees have, it appears, quietly yielded, beneath 
the dedme of their sacerdotal influence — the priesthood 
of a fast^expinug race — their claims to especial honor 
and reverence ate sinking with the glones of their elTeto 
reign , and they have, not nnrelnctantly, consented to 
place themselves on a footing with the other Khutreo 
dans. With them, os forming so small a fiacbon of the 
Khutreo race, the difficulty of arrangmg becoming mar- 
nages for their daughters is mconsidemble , numencally 
so few, they will, inthout difficulty, find husbands 
among the legion of Ehutreo boys So, also, with the 
Sodhees nor is there any reason to fear for the La 
horeens. It is to the proud princely house of the 
Kutoch of Kangr a that attention must bo dncctod, and 
to some extent, also, to the Munhfts dans of the plains 
So long ns these races so jealously rctiun their distmc 
tions of rank, and with them the old prejudice of marry 
mg a daughter into a higher bouse, the danger will 
oust, which their isolated position along this mountmn 
range mereascs If only they could bo brought, like the 
Bodecs and Khulrces at the JuUundhur mectmg, to 
consent to mnmago on equal terms, to give and take 
daughters among themselves, the danger would dis- 
appear, and the only serious obstado to the entire sup- 
pression of infantiade among them would cease It 
becomes a subject of grave importance how this ci n may 
be forestalled 

It was generally cou'idcrcd that the Umntsur mectmg 
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of 1853 was only tBe commencement, the first blow 
struck at infanticide in the Punjab, to be vigorously 
followed up at a short mterval by another of a similar 
character. Is not the time now coming for a further 
demonstration ? Would it not be expedient, before tlie 
expiration of another year, to invite all those who 
formed the great conclave of 1853 to assemble again, m 
order to convey to them the pubhc acknowledgments of 
Government for their faithful observance of the agree- 
ments then entered into, to give them an opportunity of 
proclaiming anew their liearty approval of the beneficial 
measures then adopted, and to pioduce, if they thought 
fit, those evidences of their smcerity, the daughters 
whose lives had been spared^ Then the further discus- 
sion of the question, the next step m the great national 
reform, might be taken; and, with sympathies thus 
enlisted afiresh, even these Kajpoots might be induced to 
throw down the yet remaming barrier which their pride 
lias raised, and consent to seek alliance on equal terms, 
thus escaping the only difficulty that presents itself to the 
mamage of the daughters they have preserved 

Nor is the Punjab the only field whereon this difficulty 
■will present itself To insure the permanency of this 
system it should be universal The North-West Pro- 
vmces still present clans of Rajpoots who have to be won 
over into the holy league. Rajpootana is not yet pure 
of the blood of infants In Oude they have been perish- 
ing by thousands, unheeded, in the general maladmmis- 
tration. If only this system of self-legislation assumed 
the national character it would so easily admit of, 
instead of being confined to a few clans, or to a provmce, 
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the philanthropy of the leaders of this movement wiU 
assnredly sustam a bitter reverse. There is more fear 
for the proud Kangra Eajpoots than for any other class. 
The Bedees have, it appears, qmetly yielded, beneath 
the decline of their sacerdotal mflnence — the pnesthood 
of n fastroxpmng race — their claims to especinl honor 
and reverence are smlong vnth the glones of them effete 
reign , and they have, not unrelnctnntly, consented to 
place themselves on a footing ivith the other Khntreo 
dans. 'With them, ns formmg so small a fraction of tho 
Khutree race, the difllcnlty of armngmg becoming mar- 
nagea for their daughters is inconsiderable , numcncally 
so fow, they will, without difficulty, find husbands 
among the legion of Khutreo boys So, also, with tho 
Sodhees nor is there any reason to fear for tho La 
horoens. It is to tho proud pnnccly house of tho 
Kutoch of Kangra that attention must be dmected, and 
to some oxtout, also, to the Munbfis dans of the plains 
So long os theso races so jealously rctam them distmc- 
tions of rank, and with them tho old prejudice of marry 
mg a daughter mto a higher bouse, tho danger will 
oust, which them isolated position along this mountam 
range mcrcases If only they could bo brought, like tho 
Bedees and Khutrccs at tho Jullundhur mcctmg, to 
consent to marnago on equal terms, to give and take 
daughters among themselves, tho danger would dis- 
appear, and the only sonous obstado to the entire sup 
pression of infantiado among them would cease It 
becomes a subject of grave importance how this evil may 
be forestalled 

It was generally comidorcd that the Umntsur meeting 
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of 1853 was only the commencement, the first blow- 
struck at infanticide in the Punjab, to be vigorously 
followed up at a short interval by another of a similar 
character. Is not the time now co min g for a further 
demonstration ? Would it not be expedient, before the 
expii’atiou of another year, to mvite all those who 
formed the great conclave of 1853 to assemble again, m 
order to convey to them the pubhc acknowledgments of 
Government for their faithful observance of the agree- 
ments then entered into, to give them an opportumty of 
proclaimmg anew their liearty approval of the beneficial 
measures then adopted, and to pioduce, if they thought 
fit, those evidences of them smcerity, the daughters 
whose lives had been spared^ Then the further discus- 
sion of the question, the next step m the great national 
reform, might be taken; and, with sympathies thus 
enlisted afiesh, even these Pajpoots might be induced to 
throw down the yet remaming barrier which their pnde 
has raised, and consent to seek alliance on equal terms, 
thus escaping the only difficulty that presents itself to the 
marriage of the daughters they have preserved 

ISTor is the Punjab the only field whereon this difficulty 
•will present itself. To insure the permanency of this 
system it should be universal The North-West Pro- 
vmces still present clans of Pajpoots who have to be won 
over into the holy league. Rajpootana is not yet pure 
of the blood of infants In Oude they have been perish- 
ing by thousands, unheeded, in the general maladminis- 
tration. If only this system of self-legislation assumed 
the national character it would so easdy admit of, 
instead of being confined to a few clans, or to a provmce. 
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Boccess ■would be complete each tnbc, secure m tbo 
possessiou of daughters, and m the means of manying 
them honorably, -would stimulate its neighbour, and thus 
a network of mterests ■would cover the Rypoot race.* 

The reader is, perhaps, disposed to thinV that too 
much consideration is here sho-wn to the false pndo of 
an idolatrous race, that them prqudices are being 
handled -with too dehcate a touch, that such secondary 
motives and earthly nuns are unworthy of the ndvocacj 
of one who avows his ministerial character, and who has 
throughout the foregoing pages sought to tako a religious 
view of this social question. Perhaps so, stdl ha would 
urge that, until it shall please God m Im o-wn good time 
to permit the successful infusion of the higher and holier 
influence of Chnstiamty, wo should not think lightly of 
a system which, without openly opposing the Hindoos 
hereditary code of hbnor, counteracts its chief cvtI, and 
enables him to ogjoy mtact any Ii^timate pndo of 
ancestral descent, and preserve the vaunted punty of his 
race, without leaving the shadow of a pretesrt for tho 
commission of so unnatural a crime ns inCmtiado 

Nay, more, may not these verj measures pave tho 
waj m the cud for Chnsuamtj itself? Jfay not these 
efforts, prompted by the pure disinterested benevolence 
of bis Christian rulers, lead tho Hindoo to recognise tho 
prcvinco of a higher spint of morahl), to which he is 
wholly n stranger, and tempt him onward to an cxnmina- 

• la tbe herti Wot Pronw^ adJio ll«t forri^eeMitotyitBjof llic 
tjvf st ] t^mmbno p cfa bate beta tesalucif Ibor ubors tui 

ttid/ tppcnntcd to this locwsifiil la LI» rMrtToun to otUin 

tahjectj W tho author U act able to the atee m ry bfjmatlcriu 
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lion into its origin and cliaracter, until he be led to em- 
binco the pnicr faith of the Gospel ? 

In connexion with the position of the female sex, 
another icinaikablc featuro of the Hindoo system requires 
to bo noticed 

The Hindoo, as has been stated, entirely disbelieves m 
the existence of female viitue; m iiis opmion, cehbacy 
and chastity arc mcompatiblc ; to remain unmanied is 
with liim to become dishonored. Yet, paradoxical 
though it may seem, that very system winch, as a safe- 
guaid of viitue, enjoins marriage at the earhest stage of 
puberty, forbids the child once betrothed, even if her 
affianced die befoie she bo old enough to contract mar- 
riage, to be betrothed a second time, dooms her young 
life to compulsoiy, hopeless widowhood ; thus throwmg 
lior into the very furnace of temptation, from which he 
considers it impossible she can escape unscathed The 
Hin doo, theiefore, who, acting out this false system of 
morahty, in his jealousy of female honor, is tempted to 
sacrifice the new-born daughter rather than risk the 
danger of an unmarried life, does not scruple, with 
glaring inconsistency, by the very prohibition of a second 
marriage, to dnve the widowed child, as the victim of 
temptation or want, to swell the ranks of Nach girls and 
prostitutes 

The existence of this crymg evil has been long felt by 
the Hmdoos themselves, from the days of Akbar’^ to 
the present tune, there has ever been a feeling — a strong 

* See chap vm., the feud of the Lahoreens ^d Sureens is ropoited to 
have ongiuated in this question 
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feeUng — among an important aection of them m favor of 
its abrogation , but there were found to be far too deeply 
rooted those promptmgs of mantal jealousy, of which this 
custom IS one, and suttee another (though a most ox 
aggerated) result, to admit of this social reform hemg 
generally successful without a great struggle Brahmam 
cal mflnence, which could not deduce a shadow of ox 
cuse from the dogmas of their Vedas and Shastras for 
infan ticide, will be exerted to the utmost against so 
starthng an innovation as the second marnago of widows , 
and its mtroduction must, therefore, be a work of time. 
Greatly as all must desire to see the annihilation of a 
custom so fraught with evil, it must bo borne in mmd 
that anythmg like compulsory measures will mevitably 
retard its accomplishment. From the Hmdoos alone, by 
a spontaneous coKjperation among themselves, the ctTort 
must come, to bo successful Such a movement has in 
deed begun already The Hindoo community have 
represented their anxiety to shake off the trammels of 
this revolting custom, and Government has shown itself 
prepared, and only too ready, to remove all legal ob- 
stacles to such a course, and to give the fullest weight of 
their authority to any prudent acts of self legislation that 
maj be adopted.* 

Tlicn will be gamed another and most important step 
m the restoration of the femalo Hmdoo to her proper 
position, and the prospect need bo no distant one of the 
child whoso frail life has been saved from tho grai c to 

• Ttm fa erca co» »e srt lulaUsce fcf shfcli fa, fonnt fa 
WTltlop « tai before E relrtt com thcArrcctau 
tniltce of tte LrsufahTe Cooseil, Itc 
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which n!i \innat«i‘al parental p^(le^voul(l have consigned 
her, and who in inaturer 3 cars hoh^ her fitting position 
in hei InKbands lioiise, becoming herself the inotlioi of 
rhiUlren, among whom the liitherto despised daughter 
inn} cipoy an equal sliaie ofcaic and lovewitli the more 
fa\ ored son 

Thei e is 3 cl one step fm tlici . Iiruch—voiy mucli— is 
now being written and said nbonl tlic gicnt changes to 
he efl'ected m (lie Hindoo chainctcr b}^ education That 
the infusion of English ideas and English modes of 
thought will grcnll}' tend to expand the native mind, 
cannot he doubted , but let it ever bo made instrumental 
in fuithcnng that wdiich should form the ulterior aim of 
over} benevolent design for ameliorating the condition of 
man — liis ndinnccmcnt in tiue knowdedge, and m holi- 
ness Let the pnnciplcs and i^i'ccepts of the Gospel 
<anctifv the education of the Iliiidoo, and then, among 
other countless blessings wdiich wull lesult from such a 
S3*stem of education, he will learn to lecoguise the true 
position of Ins w'ife as being an lieir, togethei with lum, 
of the grace of hfe.^ 

To the mind of the liistoiian the annals of India pre- 
sent little moie than a chronicle of commeice and con- 
quest, where Chiistianity has no place. The eye of the 

♦ It inav be Iboucbt that llic aullior be carried gcucrally into tlic cities and 
lias passed o\cr, without due notice, ullages of India he most rcaddy ad- 
tlic eCbris winch arc being made mits, as its tendency, if properly rem- 
liiroughout India for the promotion of lated, will ccrtamly be to clcTatc the 
education It is a subject which he tone of niorabt;v, ns well as to craand 
has purposely nhstained from duelling the intellect But ho freely admits 
upon, feebng himself at present incom- that it is to mission schools, where 
potent to offer any opmion on the alone Clmsliamty is tolerated, as under 
ments of the many nral plans for the Divine blessing the nnrsenes of 
educating the natives vihich are being the future native Church m India, that 
propounded That education should he looks with the bvebest interest. 
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EngliBh Etfltesnum 13 tamed to her pnnccly revennos and 
vast patronage, but it is too often closed to the attendant 
spmtaal responsibilitiea. The Indian chaplain, however, 
may be pemntted to take n somewhat different, though, 
perhaps, much mote narrow nundcd, view of the country 
which ifl hi3 allotted field of labor, and to confess to 
a joyous feehng as he traces out, what histonan and 
statesman may httle regard, those humbler scones whore 
“mercy and peace have met together” on this lately 
troubled land, and to tho chcenng hope that ore long 
tho remainder of the Psahmst’a bright picture may 
be realised, that m these regions where Ilcnthoniem 
still reigna “Truth may flonnsh out of tho earth, and 
nghtconsness look down Crom Heaven ” 
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SUPPLE]\£ENTAL CHAPTER. 

ETFAlfTICIDl; AMONG THE AHOEIGINES 


Abonginal races— Gickcrs of the time of Mahmoud Ghon almost extinct— 
Khonds of Onssa— Captain Macpherson’s successful measures 


It at one time fomed part of tlie plan of tins work 
tliat one chapter should be devoted to the consideiation 
of the crime of infanticide as perpetrated by the abori- 
gines of India ; but much difficulty was experienced in 
obtainmg any satisfactory information on this head ; the 
author’s remoteness ffiom the tracts of coimtry occupied 
by any of these races, and the want of access to books 
which might thiow light upon their religious tenets or 
social customs, has induced him to forego for the present 
this portion of his plan, and to content himself with 
adding, in a supplemental form, a few remarks on the 
infanticidal tendencies of the only aborigmal lace (ex- 
cepting the Mans) respecting whom he has been enabled 
to collect any authentic information.^ 

* The following particulars respect- female infanticide in the HiU tracts of 
mg the Khonds naye been obtamed Onssa j and also from a highly valuable 
entirely from No 6 of the Selections little Tyorkj entitled An Account of 
from the Records of the Government the Eehgion of the Khonds m Onssa^ 
of Indiaj containing a histoir of the by Captam S Chartres Macpherson, 
suppression of human sacnnce and oi the Madras Anny. 
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CONOLirDnlG BEMABKS. 


EngllBli statesman is turned to her princely revanuet and 
vast patronage, bnt it is too often closed to the attendant 
spiritual responsibihties. The Indian chaplain, hovrovor, 
may be permitted to take a somewhat different, though, 
perhaps, much more narrow mmded, mow of the conntiy 
which IS his allotted field of labor, and to confess to 
a joyous feeling ns he traces out, what histonan and 
statesman may httle regard, those humbler scones where 
“mercy and peace have met together” on this lately 
troubled land, and to the cheonng hope that ore long 
the remamdor of the Psalmist’s bright picture may 
bo realised, that m these regions where Ileathonism 
stdl reigns “Truth may flourish out of tho earth, and 
righteousness look down firom Heaven." 
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SUPPLEi\IENT^\X CIL^PTEK. 

lST\%TlClDr AMO^G TITO A^IOUIGINTS. 

Abonguinl rnccs — Gickcrs of flic fimo of ^falimoiid Ghon almost cMmct — 
Klionds of Onss'i-~Caplnui ^facplicrsou’s successful measures. 


It at one lime formed pait of tlie plan of tlais work 
tkat one chapter should be devoted to the consideration 
of the Clime of infanticide as perpetiated by the abori- 
gines of India j but much difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining any satisfactory information on this head . the 
author’s remoteness from the tracts of country occupied 
b}'' any of these races, and the want of access to books 
which might throw hght upon their leligious tenets or 
social customs, has induced him to forego for the present 
this portion of Ins plan, and to content Inmself with 
adding, in a supplemental form, a few remarks on the 
mfanticidal tendencies of the only aborigmal race (ex- 
ceptmg the Mans) respecting whom he has been enabled 
to collect any authentic information.^ 

* The follourmg particulars respect- female infanticide in tlie Hill tracts of 
mg tlic Khonds have been obtamed Onssa; and also from a highly valuable 
entirely from No. 6 of the Selections littlo '\vorkj entitled An Account of 
from the Eecords of the Government the Eehgion of the Khonds m Onssa, 
of India, contommg a history of the by Captain S. Chartres Maepherson, 
STOP ' oaermee and ol the Madias Army, 
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CO’^CLUDnlO RKIUBI'B. 


Englisli Etatesnuui u tamed to her pnncoly revenues and 
vast patronage, but it is too often closed to the attendant 
spintaal responsibilities. The Indian chaplain, however, 
may be permitted to tako a somewhat different, though, 
perhaps, mnoh more narrow mmdcd, view of tho country 
which is his allotted field of labor, and to confess to 
a joyous feeling as he traces out, what historian and 
statesman may little regard, thoso humbler scones where 
“mercy and peace have met together” on this lately 
troubled land, and to tho cheonng hope that ere long 
tho Tcmomder of tho Psalmist’s bright picture may 
bo realised, that m these regions where Ilenthcnism 
Btni reigns “Truth may flonnsh out of tho earth, and 
righteousness look down ftorn Heaven.” 



l^^'A^'TICTDl: A^roNG Tur; abortgdtes. 


207 


SUPPLE2^IENT^\X CmVPTER. 

ivr\\TTcir»r among the aeoeigjnes 


Abongunl ncci — Gickcrs of iLc (inic of jrahmoutl Glion almost cvtinct— 
Khonds of Ons^a— -Capl im ^^Facplicrson’s successful measures. 


It at one time loimed pait of tlie plan of tLis woik 
tPat one cliaptcr should be devoted to the consideration 
of the Clime of infanticide as perpetrated b}' the abori- 
gines of India , but much difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining any satisfactory infoimation on this head : the 
author’s remoteness from the tracts of country occupied 
b}^ any of these laces, and the want of access to books 
which might throw light upon their leligious tenets or 
social customs, has induced him to forego for the present 
this poition of Ins plan, and to content himself with 
adding, in a supplemental form, a few remarks on the 
mfauticidal tendencies of the only aborigmal race (ex- 
ceptmg the Mairs) respecting whom he has been enabled 
to collect any authentic information."* 

^ Tho follotnng particulars respect- female infanticide m tlic Hill tracts of 
mg tlio khonds nave been obtained Orissa j and also from a lugbly valuable 
entirely from No B of tbc Selections littlo 'work^ entitled An Account of 
from the Records of the Government tho Religion of the Xhonds in Onssa, 
of India, containing a history of the by Captam S Chartres Maepherson, 
suppression of human saennee and ol the Madins Army. 
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HtFAKTICnjE AJIONQ THE AaoRIOIKES. 


It sliotild be premised, that although the linhomedans 
and Hindoos are always spoken of os the inhabitants of 
India, neither the one nor the other are indigenous to 
the country, any more than the Saxons and the Normans 
were the ahingmes of Bntain There wore to he found 
among the 3unglc fastnesses, especiafly along those vast 
mountain ranges generally known as the Eastern and 
■Western Ghftts, and along the "Vindhyn cham which 
connects their northern extremities, and also m other 
parts of India, remains of the harharons races who ongi 
nally peopled the country , such os the Todahs of the 
Noilghcmca, the Kolos, Khonds, and Sonthals of Onssa 
and Bengal, the Hairs and Bhcols of Rajpootana, and 
vanous other races, who have only partially succumbed 
to the rule or the faith of their conquermg mvadors. 

To what extent these difTcrcnt tribes arc involved in 
the general chargo of infantiado wo have been unable 
to discover So far ns wo can Icnm, there arc only tno 
races* among whom the enme has been traced to its 
ongm and been pcrsovcnnglj and successfully sup 
pressed — the Mans, under the energetic philanthropy of 
Captain Hall, as already noticed , f and the Khonds, 
among whom the labors of Captain llncphcrson appear 
to have been attended mth great success 

• Ttfrt fa oae tiiW torercr — wrw wrre vUboot rilhfr or no- 

klicmt knl unos^ tie nnoss nett nUiy ** It fa rt p orted tut * it vu » 
llM Latc mecesMTrlj pogrrd la apoa emtom atnoaj tbern, as tocta u a 
ItJu ttroof;1i the pmt DOrtheni pile, fetaale chflJ wai bom, to carry ter to 
the Kbjber Tui, and tare a^tleJ the aiMktt-place tad there proeUIm 
thcm)eIiT5 aloQ^ the notnUala) u4 alood, boldirur the chUJ la cee Liad 
nrtncftlcrBcrah,— tttjTBcfoldby airf a knife la the otKrr Uut aay 
the tiate cf tic U-ekm, or Olailcn renoa *ho minted » wif bow 

» rvT ef »n4 hiiharuo mpceticj* {*kr ter clhenrfas* jhr 

a traJ Uto Lx* been prrVrffd ateh jmt to dea-h. — Ucr* t lUitory 
'■hjrh If tro cca,rr*th wvrtHi cf roL L jv 135 

tT ictfahlih, tb* bfalcnia, thil •‘they f £« chip ir 
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Tlie IClionds arc a minieious and Avidcly-scattcred 
lacc, occupying tlic confines, or “bordci uiarclics,” of ^ 
the Bengal and i^fadras Presidencies, extending, inoic or 
Ics'^, fioin the slioics of tlic Bay of Bengal to the king- 
dom of Ivagporo, and fioin Cutt.ick to tlic Yi^^ngapatani 
diili'icl They me dn klcd into two gicnt classes, or sects 
— tlic ‘‘Booia” IChonds and the “Tan” Klionds, or, ic- 
sjieclivel}, the woislnppcis of Booia Pciniu (tlic God of 
Light), and ol Tan Pennu (the Earth Goddess) TIic 
legendary oiigin of this dixision is thus given by Captain 
Haepherson . 

“ Booia Pennu, in the begmnmg, created for himself a 
consol t, wlio became Tari Pennu, or tlic Earth Goddess 
and the souicc of il lie afterwards cicated the earth 
As Booia Pennu wallved upon it with Tan, he found 
lier wmuting iii allectionate compliance and attention as a 
■wife," and resolved to create fiom its substance a new 
being, man, who should lender to him the most assi- 
duous and devoted seivice, and to form from it also 
every vaiiety of animal and vegetable life necessaiy to 
man’s existence. Tari was filled with jealousy, and 
attempted to prevent his purpose, but succeeded only so 
far as to change the intended older of creation 

“The creation was perfectly fiee fiom moral and 
physical evil Men enjoyed fine intercom se with then 
■Cieator. They hved without labor upon the spon- 
taneous abundance of the eaith, they enjoyed every- 
thmg m common, and hve(Lin perfect harmony and 


* Tradition liolds tliat one of tlio in her "refusing to scratch the back 
most flagrant acts of domestic msub- of Boora’s necki when requested to do 
ordination on the part of Tan consisted so ” 

P 
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It should be premised, tbnt oltbaoBb the Jlahomedans 
and Hindoos arc always apobcn of as the inhabitants of 
India, neither the one nor the other arc indigenous to 
the country, any more than the Saxons and the Normans 
were the ahbngmes of Bntain There were to ho found 
among tho jungle fastnesses, especially along those vast 
mountam ranges generally known ns the Eastern and 
"Western Gbftts, and along the "Vlndhya cham which 
connects their northern extremities, and also m other 
parts of India, remains of tho barbarons rnocs who ongi 
nally peopled the country, such ns the Todnhs of tho 
Ncilghcmcs, the Holes, Khonds, and Sonthals of Onssa 
and Bengal, tho Mnirs and Bheols of Eajpootann, and 
various other races, who have only partially succumbed 
to the rule or the faith of their conqncnng mvnders. 

To what extent these diflcront tribes aro involved m 
tho general charge of infanticide we have been unable 
to discover So far as wo can learn, there are only two 
races* among whom tho cnmo has been traced to its 
ongm and been persevenngly and successfully sup 
pressed — tho Mairs, under the energetic philantliropy of 
Captain Hall, as olrcadj noticed , f and tho Khonds, 
among whom the labors of Captain Macphcrson appear 
to have been attended inth great success 

• TbrnbOBetriW hawcTcr ~do» «ttc witboot rittfT rrnckia cr Wh 
ibsml lost tie rtnoos nm nlitjr ** It b rrpoded tliAt **U «xs • 

tbit Lire tuc c f ts iTflj pooml ia Q|mi caatom fimoc;; tbnn as »oon u a 
ladu tbnro-b thr BOrthfni (ritr. fetaiJr ctiU was bom, to cartj birr to 
tie Kbjbcr Pa i, and tire KttM tie and tUrr procUIffl 

maxlsn aloa^ tb« fftoualiinj and alond, boldinp tbt tb3d la wir 
rtrm o{ old bj and a Iwff ta the that an; 

the time cf tho Oichm or Gkokhm t<T 7TO who waiclrd a wi/c mirht no* 
a rvo tf will baitaiitEs r n jrcttry Wp l,pr cthrrwiv* the wat^THrtJl 
whocs a trvliiwa been f f TscTTc d , atfls ^nt to death.'’— Pow^t 
wbeh. If tree cwoCxtu the aivrtrTi cf lltnJsflllli, Toh 1. P 13? 
tf rcrU..Ui, the Lbtcriaa, that “they fe«thaj»,ir 
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The Khonds are a Dumeroiis and widely-scattered 
race, occupying the confines, or “boidei marches,” of 
tlie Bengal and hladras Presidencies, extending, more or 
less, from the shoies of the Bay of Bengal to the kmg- 
dom of Nagpoie, and from Cuttack to the Vizagapatam 
district They aie divided into two gi’eat classes, or sects 
— the “Boora’ Khonds and tlie “Tan” Khonds, or, re- 
spectively, the woishippeis of BooiaPennu (the God of 
Light), and of Tan Pennu (the Earth Goddess) Tlie 
legendary origin of tins division is thus given by Captain 
Macpherson : 

“ Booia Pennu, in the begmniug, created for himself a 
consort, who became Tan Pennu, or the Earth Goddess, 
and the som'ce of evil. He afterwards created the earth 
As Boora Pennu walked upon it with Tan, he found 
her wanting lu affectionate compliance and attention as a 
wife,'^ and resolved to create from its substance a new 
bemg, man, who should render to him the most assi- 
duous and devoted service, and to form from it also 
every variety of animal and vegetable life necessary to 
mans existence. Tan was filled with jealousy, and 
attempted to pi event his purpose, but succeeded only so 
far as to change the intended older of creation 

The creation was perfectly free from moral and 
physical evil Men enjoyed free intei course with then 
Creator. They lived without labor upon the spon- 
taneous abundance of the earth, they enjoyed everj- 
^ common, and lived, in perfect harmony 
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peace Tliey Tvent tuidothed. They had power not 
only to move on the earth, but throiigh the air and the 
Eca. The lower animals were all perfectly innocuous. 

“The earthen goddess, highly mcensed at the lovo 
Ehown towards man, thus created and endowed, broke 
into open rcbelhon against Boora, and resolved to blast 
the lot of his new creatures by the introduction mto the 
world of every form of moral and physical evih Sho in 
etfllcd mto the heart of man every variety of moral evil, 
‘ sowing the seeds of sm m mankmd as in a ploughed 
field, and, at tho same tune, mtroducing every spemes of 
physical evil into tho material creation, diseases, dcadl) 
poisons, and every element of disorder Boom Pennu, 
by tho apphenaon of antidotes, arrested and held m 
abeyance the olomonts of physical evil , but ho left man 
perfectly free to rcccivo or to reject moral evil.”' 

On this one great question, of tho contest between 
Boom and his rebellious consort, tho rivalry between tho 
two sects turns Tlic worshippers of Boom, bchonng 
that he proved triumphant in the contest, look to him 
ns tho Supremo Being The sect of Tan, on tho other 
hand, maintaining th.nt sho remomed nneonquered, re- 
gard her as the object of divmo worship, and hold tliat 
the IS only to be propiliited bj tho olTcnng of human 
\ictmi3 henco the JIcnah sacnCco prc\ ailed among 
them Tho Boora sect alone practice infanticide, hut 
among them this cniue is fnglufullj prevalent, founded, 
as 13 "uppo cd, onginally on this idea, tliat tho Stm God, 
or Ciod of Light (Boora Pennu), contemplating the dc- 


“'I a » Itt fjf t» cf ILe kL rp f 10 
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plorabic cfloct^ pin^lucod to tlie lunnnn lacc by the 
female SON, cbaiyod (bat. ** only so main* sbmdd be pre- 
sence! a^ ilicy could ic'^trani liom producing omI to 
socict} ’ ‘‘Again, the Khnnd^ believe tliat souls almost 
invaii.ibly lolinn to animate human forim m the families 
in winch they h:uc been fust boin and icccivcd But 
the iccepiion ol the <^0111 of an mf.mt into a family is 
('omplctcd onlv on the pcifonnanco of the ccicmony of 
naming upon the sc\onth chu after its biith. The death 
of a female mlant, thcrcfoio, bcfoie that ceremonial of 
iccejilioUj IS believed to exclude its ‘^onl fiom the cucle 
of familv spiiil'^, diminisliing by one tlic chance of future 
female biiths m the famil). And, as tlie first aspiiation 
of c\eiv Khond is to have male clnltlren, this belief is a 
poM'cilul incentive to infanticide.* f 

But it ivould appeal as if this ichgious feeling, thus 
traditionally supposed to have ongmalcd the ciimc, liad 
parsed away, and gncii place to moie oidmary M’'Oik-a- 
day motives, as if, in icality, the claims of their purses 
had supciscded those of then creed. 

The position of women among them, despite this 
legendaiy stigma, is very remarkable ; their influence 


The reader’s memory ■\nll im- 
lumlly suggest to him tlic analogy bc- 
t'weeu Ihm Iradilioa amougahirlnrous 
race and that striking passage m Eng 
land’s greatest epic poem, Paradise 
Lost, nJicrc Adam is lepicsoutcd as 
^ so bitterly lamenting tlic formation of 
' -vroman as the source of all evil 

“O' nhy did God, 

Creator wise, that peopled highest 
Ilcavcn 

With spirits masculine, create at last 
This novelty on earth, this fair defect 


Of nature, and not fill (he world at once 
With men, ns angels, without feminine , 
Or find some other way to generate 
Mniikiiid ? This mischief had not tlien 
befallen. 

And more that sliaU licfal, imiumerablo 
Disturbances on earth through female 
snares. 

And strait conjunction with this sev 
Paradise Lost, b x 1 888 to 898 

f Selections, &c, from llccords of 
Goi eminent of India, No 6, p 07 

p 2 
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and pnvileges are very great in public as weU as m pn 
vale aflnirs TTieir presence is considered indispensable, 
and tbeir opinion is of great rrcigbt in battle and in 
counal But in mamcd bfe tbcir pnvileges and immu 
nitics arc preposterous The paucity of ivonien renders 
tliem tlie more valuable, and tbereforo they aro not to 
be obtained in inamago witbont the payment of a very 
largo sum, which is chieflj Bubscribed by tlio near rcla 
tions and the tribe of the bndegroom The obligations 
of mamcd life are, on the other hand, most lav, a 
woman is free to qmt her husband at all tunes, except 
mg only when pregnant or nursing , andshomnj transfer 
her atfections as often as the whim takes her Few women 
remain constant , it is no merit to do so , manj cliango 
four or five tunes m the course of their lues, some 
more froquontlj The only redress or compensation the 
deserted husband can claim is the repayment of nliat 
ever sum was contnbuted by himself and lus tnbe on his 
mnmngo, the family and tnhc of the wife are bound to 
make this restitution This violation of mamngo con 
tracts 13 productive of endless diHicultj and i ovation, 
and giies nsc to innumerable sanguinniy quarrels and 
hereditary feuds Thu«, the Khonds say, “To any man 
but a nch and powerful chief, who dc*irc3 to form con 
nevions and is nblc to make large and sudden restitutions, 
rmd to his tnbe, a mamcd daughter is a curse. By the 
death of our female infants before they sec the light the 
In IS of men without number arc aicil, aud we Inc in 
comparatnc peace “* 


JUq ’ n ^ » VfCT! t tf lL'‘ I fl 6 a cf ll KL iJ» p ^ 
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Sucli ai’G tlie secret springs of infanticide among these 
Khohds; the laxity of married life, and the frequent vio- 
lation of maiiiage contracts, which their social system 
recognises, and the vague sanctions of their rehgious 
hehef. 

The arguments used by Captain Macpherson for the 
suppression of the ciime among them are thus briefly 
desciibed by himself. 

“ I held, fiistj that the alleged injunction of the deity, 
by which the usage is justified, is plamly but a condi- 
tional permission, authoiismg it, at the utmost, only m 
so far and for so long as the men of any tribe shall find 
themselves unequal to maintain the peace of society un- 
disturbed through their women , unequal, that is, to the 
fiisL duties of manhood. The admission of the necessity 
ot the practice by these tribes, necessaiily placmg them 
in a position of inferiority to all mankmd, who are not 
compelled, by their mcapacity to do justice in questions 
of property, ansing out of the mariiages of their daugh- 
teis, to destioy them in infancy. 

“I simply asserted that inqmry will piove the second 
alleged cause of the usage, viz , the opinion that male 
births are increased by the destruction of female mfants, 
to be unfounded. 

“ With respect to the justification, which is laid on 
the ground that the destruction of infants is a less evil 
than that winch must arise from the contests attendant 
on the capricious dissolution of their marriages, I held it 
to be obvious that the practice of mfanticide, and the 
cause of those contests, react upon each other alternately, 
as cause and efiect. Infanticide produces a scarcity of 
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Tvomcn, Tvliich nuscs mamngo payments so liigh tliat 
Inbes nro easily induced to contest their adjustment, 
■n-hen dissolutions of the tie occur , while these dissolu- 
tions arc plainly promoted b} that scaiciU, which pro- 
Ycnts every man from having a wife. On the cessation 
of mfnntiado women would become abundant, and the 
mamago payment would become small Every man 
would have a "wnfo in these dislncts, as elsewhere, 
women would have less power to change, and when 
they did there would bo no difficulty in making the re 
quisito adjnslmonl of propertv 

“ But, lastly, the Government is now about to remove 
entirely this ground for the practice, by preventing con 
tests about property involved in mamage contmcti, by 
adjudicating all questions rospccling il in these districts, 
thus the evil which mfonticidc is held to avert will 
finally cease, and with it all pretence of justification 
founded on tho pcmissive sanction of the Deity 

The result of ihc<o measures introduced b} him, under 
llic «fanction of Go\cmmcnt, especially the regulation 
and adjudication of mamage contracts, appeared to lie 
produciuc of inucli good, daughters began to apjxinr 
where thej were prcvioud\ unkno%\’n, and in three dis 
tncts m nluch the enme had liccn mo^t prcvaiKnt, 
Captam Maepher-on reported, in 181-1, that 170 girls 
had been spared wuhm two jears -f 

So much in explanation of the principles on avhicli 
Captain ’Nfaqiher*on acted, ami the sucre i ^\hlch nl 
1 ^ ndi'd ihrra , of hn rtumnl, of the n'C’^gtiilion of liu 

• ‘v L r-rtP rhtf jlULrf? 

C ’rTir-n.1 1( It,^ No p fj 
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noble services — ^temporaiy removal from bis post, the 
victim of petty jealousy between civil and militaiy autbo- 
rities — ^notbmg need be said ^ May others, wbo, witb 
like smgle-imnded zeal, bear tbe brunt of sucb war witb 
evil passions and idolatrous prejudices, bave that solace 
wbicb cheered him “ m evil report and in good report,” 

“ Jlcns conacia recti 

and, bke bis, then reward, though late, will be assuredly 
reaped in tbe end. 


^ See Eaye’s Administration of the East India Company, pp 617 and 618 
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(rngoS) 

Tun follow intr c\(i acts fiom tlic sacicd books of the 
lluidoos, thcYedn'!, and Puiauns, will al once sliowliow 
liUlc sanction lllc^ cue to the crime of ndanticidc : 

“ lie wdio lakes plcasmc in sin and commits infanti- 
cide falls into tlic great bell ctillcd Samisia.” 

The man wdio destroys female infants, Brahmans, and 
cows, has tiansgrcsscd all law, and is condemned to dark 
hells, as long as the foui teen Indias exist ” 

“He wlio miiideis an infant or a Brahman is con- 
demned to those hells which aie due punishments to 
such Climes " 

“ He who is the destroyer of women (mfants), cows, 
01 Brahmans, cannot attam bliss eithei in this woild oi 
the next.” 

“He who, standing in water, repeats regulaily the 
Gdyatri, may be freed from aU other sms, but not from 
infanticide.” 

“ By repeating ten crores of Gdyatris a man may be 
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freed from tlie guilt of IdUrng q Bmliman, or of drmbng 
liquor, but never from that of infimtiadc " 

“ Kilhng even a foetus is as criminal as killing a Brah 
man, and for killmg a female, or ivomnn, the punish- 
ment 13 to suffer in tho narafc, or heU, called Kat Sutnl, 
for ns many years as there arc hairs on that female s 
body, and nftenvards that person shall be bom ngam, 
and successively become a leper, and bo aHhctcd with 
the Jakhimn " 

And from another of tho Shastras a sloko is often 
quoted to this effect 

“ To kdl one Brahman is equal to one hundred cows , 
“ To kill one woman is equal to one hundred Brah 
mans, 

“ To loll one child is equal to one hundred women , 

“ To kill one hundred children is on offcnco too 
grievous for comparison " 


(Page 141 ) 

Copies of three Letters from the Government of India 
to tho Chief Commissioner of tho Punjab 
Lo 1— (8804 ) 

From J P Grant, Eiq, OfTicialing Secretary to the 
Government of India, to J Lavrcncc, Fw), Chief 
CommLsioncr of the Punjab 

rortwaiuu s-ri.7 is s 

Sir^ — I base liad tho honor to receive and hj bcfiro 
tho Governor General m Counal vrmr Secretary s dt 
rpatrh i)f tlic Sill Tuh, No 418 forunnlmg copiei of a 
h ter tmJ minute from tho ludicial Commi' inner, and 
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of a loporf by jMn jor E(l\\ nrdes on Fcinnlc Jnfanlicidc 
in llic Puninb 

Tlic Governor-Gcncinl m Council lias rend tlic‘?c 
papers with deep intorost and niucli gratification. lie 
c.m conceive no pin or or higher souice of piidc foi (lie 
public ofiicoi'^ of a ^iatc than <ucli a iccoid os this of the 
wide and rapid success of their cxcitions on behalf of 
the honoi of our lulo in the rescue of suficiing hinnnnity 

Tlie Governoi-Gcncral in Council desires me to cx- 
picss in the strongest language of coidinhty and sincerity 
the high and giatcfiil appiobation with M'liich the Go- 
veniracnt of India icgards exeilions on the part of its 
ofiicers, which aic so eminently calculated to lellcct 
honor on the British name, and to add Inigcly to the 
mateiial happiness of the people whom Piovidence has 
lately confided to our care 

I am directed to say, that j^ou and the officers under 
you may rely with implicit confidence upon the dcsiie of 
the Governor-General m Council to manifest his appre- 
ciation of the wise and benevolent object yon have pro- 
posed to yourself, and of his readiness to afford yon at all 
tunes every encouragement and aid which can be sup- 
plied by the full measme of his power 

The steps proposed by you, at the suggestion of the 
Judicial Commissioner, are approved of by his Lordship 
m Council Concurring with you m the opinion that 
anything like open supervision, or secret espionage, on 
the part of the pohee should be avoided, as hkely to lead 
to extortion and oppression, the G-ovemor-General in 
Council IS nevertheless of opmion that the sentiments 
of the Government, in condemnation of this horrible 
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cnrae, should not bo left to mnVo their own way upon 
tho convictions of the people, hut should bo openly 
proclnuned and enforced, by deniincintion of certain 
punishment upon those who arc com-icted of offending 

Tbcrc arc two causes nlli^cd for female infanticide 
the one is a religious one, founded upon pecidiar tenet", 
or considerations of caste , tho other is a pecuniary one, 
arising out of tho habitual expenditure of largo sums upon 
marnago ceremonies. 

Tho Government can bring its nuthonty to bear upon 
both causes, by proclaiming that the destruction of 
female children is murder, whatever may be tho moving 
cause of tho crime , and that it shall, in case of convic 
tion, bo implacably visited with tho pumshmont justly 
duo to every murderer 

Tho Governor General m Council conconcs that tho 
suggestion that every Bedeo familj which receives a 
pension from tho Government should hold it on tho con 
dilion of pledging itself to tho abandonment of this 
familj rcproacli, is well worthj of consideration at tho 
point to 11111011 the question 1ms now nttmncd Under 
am arcumptaiiccs every such pension should lie for 
fated 11 here a coniiction of nifanticidc has been pro- 
nounced on anj familj or individual of the Bcdccs 
Hut his Ixirddiip in Counal would go further than tin' 

The Gmernor General in Council will be prepared to 
ranctioii nn\ ixannU, or honor*, or cien title", which 
joti mai recommend the Goiemment to bestoii upon 
a fev of tho^e who maj have been raoit foniard in 
nlnadnmng the inhuman pracucvs a Inch their fathers 
puwiwd 
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Tlic second of llic two causes of infanticide can only 
be eflbctually iomo\cd b^ a \oluntai} detciminalion of 
the people tlieni'^elvcs to limit, by ooininon eonsenl, llio 
expenses of maiiiage ccicmonio^ to such amounts shall 
do a'wa} with all inducement to, or pictext foi, the 
secret desti action of then female clnldicn. To tlii'? end 
the pioposed gieat meeting at Unnilsui, duiing the 
ensuing Dewallcc, aviII no doubt inatcnally conduce. 
The Govoinoi-Gcncial in Council will look with the 
keenest interest foi the icpoits (wliich you and \oui co- 
adpitois aie lequcslcd to fonvaid) of the lesults of this 
impoitnnt gathciing 

If the Goveinment of India can m any way contiibute 
to the piobabiUties of success, it will be most icady to 
do so 

I have, &c., 

J. P. GnAXT, Officiating Secietary to the 
Government of India. 

No. 2 

Fiom J. P. Grant, Esq , Officiating Secretaiy to the 
Goveinment of India, to J Lawience, Esq, Chief 
Commissioner of the Punjab. 

Fort TViUiam, Feb J, ISSi 

StR, — In reply to your Secietaiy’s despatch of the 
31st December last, No 1029, I have the honor to 
inform you that the Governoi- General in Comicil has 
read -with the deepest inteiest the repoit received there- 
with of the proceedings of the geneial meeting which was 
lately held at Umritsm for the x^nipose of promotmg 
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tBc suppression of tto enmo of infantiadc Tvitlun the 
bounds of the Punjab 

The Governor General in Council boa already tnben 
occasion to express the scnlimenta of high approbation 
vnth vrhich the Government of India had seen the exer- 
tions of its ofEcers for this noble end. It is most truly 
gratifying to his Lordship in Council to be able noiv, 
after fo short an interval, to congratulate them upon the 
emment success mth which their exertions have already 
been crowned. 

The Governor General in Conndl does not think that 
ho overrates the importance of these incidents when ho 
describes the result of tho meeting at TJmntsur ns tlio 
commencement of a new social era among the people of 
the countnos beyond tho Jumna. 

Tho bcne\olcncc, tho pcr*cvcrancc, the judgment, and 
tact by uhich this harmonious result lias been educed 
from out of sucli vanous and discordant mntcnals, arc 
Iionorablc in tho highest degree to tho gentlemen who*c 
names arc enrolled m tho record before his Lordship in 
Council 

To Fee hereafter the npciung fruit of their pre ent 
labors viU be a higher rc\\nrd to them than any lionor 
that Oil Go\Lmment or the Court of Directors can 
be3to\” !^c^c^thLle^^ his Lonlship in Council desires 
to rLnc\ to them, one and nil, an a mrnnee of the mte 
n>l and deep «ati faction with which the Snprtmc Go 
\cnimcnt has inarkwl their ctrorts for good and of the 
c-arm tm \Mih ^\hich it willrndtnLouriluK tonpresent 
their mint' to the Iionorablc Court 

The rLj>ort uo\ fubmiitCfl bj you, witlifchetians from 
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its appendices, will be publisbed immediately, as a num- 
ber of tbe selections from tbe records of tbe Govern- 
ment of India 

I bave, &c , 

J. P. Grant, Officiating Secretary to tbe 
Government of India. 

No. 3. 

From G. F Edmonstone, Esq , Secretary to tbe Govern- 
ment of India, to J Lawrence, Esq , Cbief Commis- 
sioner of tbe Punjab. 

Port Wilham, May 25, 1864 

SiE, — I bave tbe honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of 
youx Secretary’s despatch, dated 24tb ultimo, No 335, 
forwarding a copy of a letter from tbe Judicial Commis- 
sioner, enclosing reports of several meetmgs held for tbe 
suppression of female mfanticide in the Mooltau and 
Jbelum Divisions, and of local meetings of Seealkote and 
Goojranwalla 

In reply, I am directed to acquamt you that tbe Go- 
vernor-General m Council has read with tbe deepest 
mterest and gratification tbe reports transmitted by you 
of tbe additional meetmgs which bave been held in tbe 
Punjab, for devismg measures tendmg to tbe suppression 
of tbe crime of mfanticide 

His Lordship m Council has on previous occasions ex- 
pressed so fully tbe sense entertained by the Govern- 
ment of tbe social importance of this object, and of tbe 
value of tbe exeitions which tlie officers of the Govern- 
ment have honorably made for its accomplishment, that 
his Lordship m Council has only now to repeat tlie ex- 
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prcssion of tioso sentiments in connexion mtli tlio pro- 
ceedings of the Commissioncra of Lnliore, Jlielum, Mool 
ten, nnd Lein. 

The success already achieved within the space of a 
few months has far exceeded the most sanguine anUcipa 
tions of the Government, and his Lordship in Council 
ventures to utter a fcelmg of humble confidence that a 
blessing will rest on this good work, whereby it shall bo 
made to spread and prosper 

His Lordship m Council requests that you avill convey 
the smccie and cordial thanks of the Government to 
Jlr llontgomorj, the Judicial Commissioner, ns avcll ns 
to the Coramissioncm, hir Rnikcs, Jlr Thornton, Mr 
Edgeworth, nnd llajor Ross, to tho Deputy Comrais 
sionors, llr Ingdis, Hr Camne, Captain Drown, and 
Major Clarke , and to all who have been mentioned with 
commendauon m these report" 

E"pccial!} the Governor General m Council would de- 
sire to congratulate Mr Roikcs on tho special success 
of the meeting held near tho Seealkotc, which gate 
gratdjung proof that the example set by tho Dntisli 
Go\cmmcnt had been applauded and followed bj the 
foreign state upon our borders 
Mcean Ruiibliccr Singh fullj deserves all the pmi'c 
whicli Jlr Ilaikcs has be towed upon him , a Khiirceta 
to Ills address from the Gosemor Gciicnl, nnd om nko 
to the address of Mnlinrajali Oholab Singh, arc hi rcu itli 
f irwarJcd, couched m complimcntarj nnd appropnato 
terms 

I base, ikc., 

G I I iiMO -vto n, S ■vn.tarj to tim 
Govtrnmcii* of India. 
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(Page 149.) 

Inkar-Nama, or Agreement, on the part of all the Chiefs 
and People residing m the Punjab and the Trans- 
Sutlej States, &c , respectmg the Prevention of 
Infanticide and the making of Arrangements in 
regard to Marriage Expenses. Signed at Umntsur, 
on the 31st October, 1853 

In the temtones of the Punjab the heinous cnme of 
infanticide has not yet been completely suppressed, not- 
withstanding the existing piohibition issued against it by 
the authorities. We have, therefore, m accordance with 
the orders of the Most Noble the Governor- G-eneral of 
India, met together with a view to devise measures for 
the prevention of the crime ; and we hereby make the 
following engagements, certifying that we shall abide by 
them : 

The crime of mfanticide being so hateful to God, and 
execiable m the eyes of Government and of all pious 
and good men, we will at once cause the apprehension of 
any person of our tribe who may perpetrate the crime m 
our Llakas, or villages, and bring the same to the notice 
of the authorities, and we will expel from caste any 
person who may refuse or show reluctance to jom m the 
endeavours to accomphsh the above object. 

One of the chief causes of mfanticide being the expen- 
diture of enormous sums of money on occasions of mar- 
riage, m providmg for dowries, and for the large number 
of people who attend at weddmgs, we shall, with a view 
to reduce these expenses, adopt m our several castes and 

Q 
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tubes nil tlio nmngements connected witb mnrnage 
clmrges ivlucb arc in force in the Mynpooreo, Jul 
lundhur, nnd Hoshevnrporo distncts, or any other 
similar niTangoments ivliicb may be made by Punebayuts, 
in tbc presence of tbo several distnct officers ivlio preside 
over us 

Another great evil, besides that of the c-xpenditure 
above alluded to, is the gathering of Bhftts, Racs, Duts, 
Bhands, Nnee«, Mcenisccs, nnd beggars, on occasions ol 
mamages, ivlio threaten and abuse the parties concerned 
in them, and, mtlicung mjuncs on their persons with 
knives nnd stones, clamorously demand chant) 

If any such p-arty shall m future bo found to conduct 
Iiim'olf m sucli on outrageous nnd liomssing manner, ho 
will bo apprehended and handed over to the police, nnd 
wc will never allow him admittance to weddings, or give 
liim nnythmg in chanty , nnd will apply to the distnct 
officer for aid m tbo matter 

Note. — This general agreement was signed at the 
grand meeting in open Durbar by all the heads of the 
rcprescntnlivcs of the people there as«cmblcd. 


(Pago 150 ) 

Translation of an Agreement entered mto by the Chiefs 
of the Trans Sutlej Division, exercising Judicinl nnd 
Tiscal Powers in their Estates 
A me<'ting having been assembled at Dmnt«ur, by 
order of the Most Isolde the Gosurnor ncncral in 
Council, with a \aev to den c measures for the com 



APPENDIX. 


2'27 


plete suppiessioB of infanticide, and to limit the outlay 
incuiTed upon maiiiages, in ■\vliich meeting I have, by 
invitation of the Biitish officers, taken part, I hereby 
engage that the rules agiced to at that meeting shall, m 
futuie, be put in force in the estates over which I exer- 
cise authority; that I will use my best endeavours en- 
tiiely to suppress and put an end to the dreadful crime 
of infanticide ; that I will enforce the scale determmed 
upon as the maximum of expendituie to be incuired on 
occasions of mariiage by the diffeient classes over whom 
I exeicise control ; and that I will not allow Meerdsees, 
Naees, beggars, or any otlier class of persons, to exercise 
importunity at weddings, or in any way to harass those 
who may be engaged in them. 

That if It shall at any time appear that any person has 
attempted to make the observance of the rules now laid 
down a subject of repioach or contumely, I will have 
him brought to punishment , and that I will exert myself 
generally m all lespects, and with hearty good-will, to 
piomote the lughly laudable object which the British 
Government have m view 

Documents to the above effect were separately drawn 
out in Persian, and signed by the following chieff • — 
The Bajah of Alhoowallea, the Bajah of Chumba, and 
Meean Bhag Smgh , and also by the Bajah of Gulehr, 
with such modifications as were rendered necessary by 
the fact of his not possessing crimmal powers within his 
estates. 
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(Pago 157 ) 

The author thnntfnlly araila himself of permission to 
insert here a letter® addressed m May, 1853, hy the 
Alhootrallea Enjah to D F SITlcod, Esq , at that time 
Commissioiier of the JaUundnr Division It is a ivcl 
come proof of the avihsing mflncnco of English educa- 
tion on the mind of the young SUh noble — an influence 
tvhich has almost brought him inthin the pile of the 
Chnstinn Church. 

Kupropthnlb, itay 0 1S31 

“ Mr DEAn Mn MTieod, — The perusal of your letter 
of the 14th ultuno, and the documents ivhich accom 
pamod It, oflbrded mo the hvehest gntificntion. I shall 
make it my duty to giro them every circulation, and do 
my utmost to discountenance the custom and usage 
hitherto in force in ray distnet, in the prevention by 
Mceru-ccs and other beggars of acts of msolcnco or 
obstructions of any kmd on the occasion of mamages , 
and I hope ivc maj be able to put down the vile cus- 
tom svliich has been the mm of manj, and the vehicle 
of acts v-hich the po\crt\ of my poor countrymen could 
not prevent m their families, 

“lam aware the above custom lias been the means of 
evils of the gro rest dt-cnption, in the destruction Ii\ 
parents of their ovai female off pnng It will require a 
Strong arm mdeed, and vigilance of no ordmaty hind, to 

• ttttff "ill* frvx^l to cf trt m i’mxI *l Uf 

r* -nlCi 1*^ - lU La Li»t llr*T»r cf JiiriS SqVIu * I K ts ll'^ 
** t * r'" ■ ’ fsl to altrtj d tru- Knrr n rj 

*. J Ijl*! , 1-3 « rre »V 1 f m / j f 

1 J " 1 ‘ m 0 «"«•» ictUl f 7 ur f *' “ 

fit I tjlnu 
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pnt tiu 5 nbboiioiU piaclicc, mid you mny icst 

n'-urcd tlin'. ^\lll bo ^\nnlinir on my pail to 

oery i'undr lb U lut-^ luiololbro boon in the hnbit 
t‘l O'mimiUiiiii such iiniri'nial ^.miies. and to make 
logular rtporl- of iu ?lionKl il <hll bo poi.nstcd in, and 
puni'-lnng tlio dolnnpiwiil" ■'C\oicK . In coimtiy 
'du‘ pnnidmu III i-i one nlanny'^ ollondoi t.»l sucli do'icup- 
tiuii \Mn liiwo, in 1113 opinion, tlio cficcl of dclcning 
f'djci' and < <m\ inoinn ibcm tliaUlio Biilidi (TO\cinmcn(, 

Vw » 

and <alici inmonl*' subuidinafo I0 it, will vi'at ivitli 
oondign pumslimonl tlic pcipcti'nloi-^ ofsucli cninos 
liolievo me. iiyv deal i\li !Md>cod, 

“ Your ino=l ‘■nKCic fiieiul, 

‘‘ JUn'dhi LR SiXGii Aluivallia. 

(Pnae 191) 

Kovember 21, ]S')l- 

TiomC Ivaikc®, L^q , Commibsionei Lalioic Division, to 
, of Sccalkolc, greeting. 

I IiaTC learned fiom an English lettei fi om the Deputy 
Commissioner of Secalkote, that, agreeably to the admo- 
nition of the English Government, and in accordance with 
your own promise made at Umritsur and Budheeal, you 
have celebrated the marriage of a daughter at a cost 
considerablv less than that incurred on former occasions , 
this curtailment of expendituie is a source of great satis- 
faction to all those in authority, and redounds to yoiii 
ciedit 

This is, therefore, given you as a testimonial of appro- 
bation that you may keep by you, and that it may incite 
you to contmue your proper economy in the expenditme 
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usual on all occasions of mamagcs, ngrccaHy to your own 
promise and tlic admonitions of tlic English Government , 
a course winch will lead to your own advantage, and cn 
sure you the approbation of Government 

C HiiKES, Commissioner 


(Pago 204 ) 

Govebmiest NormoAiioNS 
Legislative Council, 26th Julj, 1856 
Tlic followmg Act, passed by the Legislative Council, 
received the assent of the Right Ilononiblo the Governor 
General on the 25th July, 1866, and is hereby promul 
gated for general informalion 

Act ho XV of 1856 

An Act to remove nil Legal Obstadcs to the Mnrnago of 
Hindoo VTidows 

iniercas, u is hnown that, by the law as administered 
in the Ciiil Courts ctablishcd m the temloncs in the 
po**o«3ion and under the Government of the East India 
Company, Hindoo nidous, aith ccrlam exceptions, an. 
held to be, by rcx«on of ihcir Imiing been once marrtctl, 
incapable of contracting a recond valid niamngc, and the 
off pnngoffuch Midows by any second mamage nrohdd 
to lie illegitimate and incapable of inheriting property , 
and whereas inani Hindoos believe that this imputerl 
legal incapacity, allhougli it is in accordance with 
cstabli Iii-d custom, is not iii acconlance lulli a true 



^VPPENDIX. 


231 


interpretation of tlie piecepts of tlieu’ religion, and desire 
that the civil law administered by the Couits of Justice 
shall no longer prevent those Hindoos who may be so 
minded horn adopting a different custom, in accordance 
with the dictates of tlieir own consciences : and whereas 
it IS just to relieve all such Hindoos f^m this legal m- 
capacity of which the}’- complain , and the removal of all 
legal obstacles to the maiiiage of Hindoo widows will 
tend to the piomotion of good morals and to the pubhc 
welfare ; it is enacted as follows : 

I No marriage contracted between Hmdoos shall be 
invahd, and the issue of no such marriage shall be illegi- 
timate, by reason of the woman having been previously 
maiTied or betrothed to another person who was dead at 
the time of such marnage, any custom and any interpre- 
tation of Hmdoo law to the contrary notwithstanding 
H. All rights and interests which any widow may 
have in her deceased husband’s property by way of 
mamtenance, or by mheritance to her husband, or to his 
Imeal successors, or by virtue of any will or testamentary 
disposition confemng upon her, without express permis- 
sion to re-marry, only a limited mterest m such property 
with no power of ahenatmg the same, shall, upon her 
re-mamage, cease and determine as if she had then 
died ; and the next heirs of her deceased husband, or 
other persons entitled to the property on her death, shall 
thereupon succeed to the same 

HE On the re-marriage of a Hindoo -widow, if neither 
the -widow nor any other person has been expressly con- 
stituted by the will or testamentary disposition of the 
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deceased husband the guardian of his children, the 
father or paternal grandfather, or the mother or paternal 
grandmother, of the deceased husband, or any mole re- 
lative of the deceased husband, moy petition the highest 
Court having original jurisdiction m civil cases in the 
place where th^deceased husband was domiciled at the 
time of his death, for tho appomtment of some proper 
person to be guardian of the said children, and thereupon 
it shall ho lawful for tho said Court, if it shall thmk Ct, 
to appoint such guardian, who, when nppomted, shall be 
entitled to liavc tho core and custody of tho said chil 
dren, or of any of (hem, dnnng their minonty, in the place 
of their mother, and m making such appointment the 
Court shall bo guided, so far ns may be, by tbo laws and 
rule* in force toiichmg tbo guoidinnsbip ol children who 
have neither father nor mother Provided that, when 
the 'lid diildren hive not propertj of their own sutfi 
cient for their support and proper education whilst 
minors, no sucli oppiintmcnt shall bo made othenvuc 
tlian with the consent of the mother, unless tho pro 
po"c-d guardian shall hive given "ccunty for the support 
and \iropcr education of tho children whilst uimors 

IV Nothing m this Vet contained shill he constnicd 
tin mil r anj i idol", who, at tlic timo of the death of 
ani fir on leasing nnj propertj, is a childk~5 widow, 
rnp-ibl cl mhcnling the whole or anj sliaro of such pro- 
ports, if, liefon. tho pi« mg of this Vet, she srould base 
bn incipiblc of inhinting the samn bs reai-on of her 
’ in j a cliJ lb 1 svi 'oS" 

\ rvcqi ni m the thni. pnci ding i-cctions ii pro- 
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\idcd, .a '\\idow shall not, by lensoii of her ic-maniage, 
foifoit any proi:>cily, oi any right to -nhich she would 
othciwisc be cntiilcd- and cveiy widow who has re- 
mained sliall have ihc same lights of inheritance as she 
would lia\e had, had such maiiiage been her fiist mar- 
iiauc 

YI Y'hatever woids spoken, ceicmonies peifonned, 
t»i engagements made, on the marriage of a Hindoo 
female wlio has not been pieviously maiiied, aie suffi- 
cient to constitute a \alid mariiage, sliall have the same 
ctTect if spoken, perfoimcd, or made on the maiiiageof a 
Hindoo widow , and no maiiiage shall be declared in- 
\dlid on the giound that such words, ceicmonies, or en- 
gagements aic inapplicable to the case of a ividow. 

VII If the widow re-maiiying is a minor, whose mar- 
liagc has not been consummated, shall not re»many 
without the consent of hei fathei, or if she has no father, 
of hei paternal grandfathei, oi if she has no such grand- 
father, of her mother, oi faihug of all these, of her elder 
brother, or failmg also brothers, of her next male rela- 
tive All persons knowingly abetting a marriage made 
contrary to the provisions of this section shall be hable 
to imprisonment for any term not exceedmg one year, or 
to fine, or to both And aU mariiages made contrary to 
the provisions of this section may be declared void by a 
court of law Provided that, m any question regarding 
the vahdity of a marriage made contrary to the provi- 
sions of this section, such consent as is aforesaid shall be 
presumed until the contrary is proved, and that no such 
marriage shall be declared void after it has been consum- 
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dccca,cd husband the guardian of his children, tho 
father or paternal grandfather, or tho mother or paternal 
grandmother, of tho deceased husband, or any male re- 
lative of tho deceased husband, may petition the highest 
Court having ongiual jurisdiction in civil cases m the 
place where thi^dcceased hnaband was domiciled at tho 
tune of Ills dcatli, for tho appomtment of Eomo proper 
person to be guardian of the said children, and thereupon 
It shall be lawful for tho said Court, if it shall thmh lit, 
to appoint such guardian, who, when appomted, shall bo 
enbllcd to have tho caro and custodv of tho said chil 
dren, or of any of them, durmg their minonty, mtho place 
of their mother, and in mahmg snch appointment tho 
Court shall bo guided, so Ihr ns may be, by tho laws and 
rules m force touchmg the guardianship of children tiho 
have neither father nor mother Provided that, when 
tho aid children have not propertj of ihcir own siilli 
cicnt for thoir support and proper education ailnbt 
minor'", no snch appointment shall bo made othorwuc 
tlian with the con«cnt of the mother, unless the pro- 
poMxl guardian shall have given -ccunty for the support 
and proper education of tho children whilst mmors 

IV >>oihing m this Act contained diall lie construed 
ti niii r any -nidow, who, m tho tunc of the death of 
anv fer on leaving an\ propertv, is a chddte s a idow, 
cap-dili ol mhtniing ihe whole ornnj slmrc of such pro- 
perti if, iKiforc the pa* ing of this Act, she would have 
!>•'' a incapabl'' of inheriting the aine b\ rvanin of her 
’ 111^ a iluldl iv-ii'n 

\ I vccji as m the tl n-c p-vc alm^ rcctioiis is pro- 
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vided, a mdow shall not, by reason of her re-mamage, 
forfeit any property, or any right to which she would 
otherwise be entitled, and every widow who has re- 
niamed shall have the same rights of mhentance as she 
would have had, had such maiiiage been her first mar- 
riage. 

VI Whatever woids- spoken, ceremonies performed, 
or engagements made, on the marnage of a Hindoo 
female who has not been previously mained, are suffi- 
cient to constitute a vahd mainage, shall have the same 
effect if spoken, performed, or made on the marnage of a 
Hmdoo widow , and no marriage shall be declared in- 
vdbd on the ground that such words, ceremomes, or en- 
gagements are mapplicable to the case of a widow. 

VII If the widow le-marrying is a mmor, whose mar- 
riage has not been consummated, shall not re-marry 
Avithout the consent of her father, or if she has no father, 
of her paternal grandfather, or if she has no such grand- 
father, of her mother, or failing of all these, of her elder 
brother, or failmg also brothers, of her next male rela- 
tive All persons knowingly abetting a marriage made 
contrary to the provisions of this section shall be hable 
to imprisonment for any term not exceedmg one year, or 
to fine, or to both And aU marriages made contrary to 
the provisions of this section may be declared void by a 
court of law Provided that, m any question regarding 
the vahdity of a marnage made contrary to the provi- 
sions of this section, such consent as is aforesaid shall be 
presumed until the contrary is proved, and that no such 
marriage shall be declared void after it has been consiim- 
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mated. In the case of a avidow ■wlio js of full age, or 
whoso mamago has been consummated, her own consent 
shall he snffiaent consent to constitute her re-mamage 
lawful and vohd 
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